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ADVERTISEMEN'T. 

THHE reader is entreated fo corilider thcf^ 
fermons ds entirely calculated for a popu-« 
lar auditory^ fuch a3 a clergyman, ardently de- 
Crous of doing good, would write for th^ ufe 
of his congregation, witKout an intention of 
their being ever read ; and which, when they have 
been preached, are to be depoiited in his ftudyi 
This is the author's apology, for offering to thot 
world a volume of difcourfes containing Verj^ 
little reafbniilg ;. for he never knew a deep 
reafoner an ufeful preacher^ but he knows fbmc 

« 

deep, and very excellent, reafohfets, who often 
preach to very fmall, and fometimes very inat- 
tentive, congregations. A clergyman may read 
the fermons of Clarke arid Sherlock with gtea]|i 
improvement to himlelf, but would delivct 
them, from the pulpit, with little edification to 
tradefnien, and their wives, and children'; to 
farmersi mechanics, fervants, and laborers. To ' ■% 
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APV|£llTI9Elif£KT^ 

fuch an auditory, ab(lra£l: reafoning, and pro^ 
found argument Will, generally^ be unintelli<« 
gible. ^t is not meant, however, to recom* 
piend flimfy declamation, which may, indeed« 
picafe the ear, but generally fails to imprefs the 
mind. A fermon, in the judgment of every 
critiCf ihould unite, according to its fubjeA, a 
certain portion of plain argument, with a pa-^ 
thetic appeal, and forcible addrefs to the hear« 
crs. The author, having no motive but uti- 
lity in the publication qf the following feiw 
mons, deprecates the feverity, and fblioits t^c 
^ « gm^t of bis riders, 
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1 COEINTHIANS, iv. 2. 

' ' * * • 

// is requtnd in Steooards thai a. man he jfbund 

faithful. • 

SERVICE implies fidelity; and the cir- 
cumfpeflion and diligence required are 



proportionate ft) the importaiicc of the dele- 
gated cotBcniflic«l. Of a ileward ^o whofe 
care and mandgemeiit is entrufted the propierty 
of his mafter, or who is deputed to attend to 
a particuiat hvAnt% ektreme fidelity and mi- 
ssffitel^s^eittidn are ]9dirpenfable qualities ; £pt» 
if the pro^rty .b;^ iiot caitefully fecurcd, of th<n 
bufmefshe not weH CQndu<ftadv a conliderabk 

jB -Iharc 



1 The refpeSlvoe Duties of 

ihare of blame will confequently fall on hlnit 
who was appointed to improve the one, or to 
fuperintend the other. - - 

Between the chara<fter of a fteward, as alfb 
fbme others mentioned in Scripture, and the 
mtmflers of the Gofpel, there is a ftrildng 
analogy. They are the overfeers of the Church, 
they are ihepherds of the flock of Chrift, and 
it is their duty not only to preferve the flock 
** from the thief who cometh/' with the diabo- 
lical deflgn " to fteal, to kill, and to deftroy ;" 
not merely to preferve them from harm, but 
alfb ^' to feed them in a godd.paflure, and to 
*« bfing' them into a ^X)d fold; to feek that 
•* which was lofl: ; to bring again that which 
" was driven away ; to bind up that which 
•*^ was^bfoken, and to ftrengthoithat whichiVa* 

If may be of ftWid' ufetfo^ate^thernattirs^ 
and office of a Chriftian hiinifter ; 'forivc-may 
then fe^ily perceive * whether^* the ^efe^Ss r are 
proidtt'ced which msty te' cS:pe6:^^i'from»aJ dfc» 
vine appointment;'^ arid" if thtfy' are no«,':wfir 
fufclyfliall be led/bodi' «he^p^ft(» -a«|: the 
' flotk,' each to ^^judge^ b%irfijlvcS*tfeat we»be 
^iidfrjudgedoftfieLoifd.'^^^' - ^^ :.'/ 

."'L The commiflion> which our Divine 

Mafter 
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Mnijitr aiid People. 1 1 

M^&er ^ve to his difcipleSj when h^ fcnt them 
abroad to propagate Chdilianity, was exprcf- 
,ftd in thefe. t^rms : " Go yc into all the wprld> 
" and preach the Gofpel to every creature/' 
And of us> the fucceflbrs of the firft preachers, 
the fame dtity, under certain reftridions, is re- 
quired: we ace *' todifpenfe the word of life; 
** and, as ambaffadors of the author of Chrifti- 
*' anity> to beiecch m^n^ ip his place and 
'* ilead, to be rcconcil^pd to. God:" we are to 
ddivcr to the people Committed to our charge 
the prii^rif^s of the. Faith '* d§ they wefc 
" once deliVci«d to ^the faints;*' and as they 
. i^}^ .flafid . recorded in . holy: Scripture. As 
jthf>. ftrvaiits. of Cbrift, we are "to rebuke 
*^ 'vicie { : aiMl if we know a man to be over- 
J^ ^^Ifaepi in d; fault, we arc to endevor^to reftore 
//:(l4im iflt ikxc fpirit of mceknefs" — cither by our 
piS^^y^ puWiX: mipiftrfitioa — '' that we may 
^} .fl«>t*ftiff«it i^R upoii our brother. . Put4iefiTt's 
*^^defi,te3t^d prayer to pod,'.' for, our people in 
pailti^vl^.r,fai^4 tfe<f i^Jiple wc»ld,m general,/? is 
*^ kno he> that they may jpc ia^vedj . We^re not 
*5tto hay^ ni^ii's p^ii^ns^ia. admi cation, but we 
/^r arjs to tfsach a|id .preach,;jand that without' 
*' ccafing, the Gofpel pf Jefus Chrr%" apply- 

B2 ing 



12 ' The rtJ^Uhe thit^s of 

ing it, to the fevoral qa^& and (ii^eumftafic^ 
of iwr hearers aa they feveraMy i^e^ire. A% 
ftewards of the itiyfterics of God) wc are to bfc 
fo fkithful as to inftruft the peo^c, of Vrhofc 
•falvation wc have fwora to be careftil, in all 
things that may conduce to the wfelfareof tbeiY 
ibuls; that they, being acquainted' witk cvfery 
parttrf* their Chriftian duty, may at length *< be 
^* perfcA, and thowmghly fumifhed unto all 
*' goofd:i?i^orks," We are to Utter no pifecofi- 
ccived, no fivorite doArine ^f opi^ own ;* "birt 
" that which the Lord hath 'Written> that, 
*^ and that only arc we to^eak/'^ ' ' » 

But to preach with -effe^ft ; tOvpre^rail with 
the drunkard t^ be fober, which i^ the greit 
end of prfeaching ; with thfe fv^realW to ^^trtefs 
'^ and cnrfc not ;" with the felibaAi4bj*ak«f to 
*' worJSiip the Lord in the gr<^(;'c«ii^g&tiorf; 
^* with them that *ft6l^, to fttalnE^md#e)*^%b>e|> 
this cfFeftUally, implies that we are perfoilhHy 
acquainted with our hearers. Fof imtefs^ Wc 
^ know their fevcfral difpdfition&^attd chftriiftSers, 
•it'is'hnj^fdffible we Aould.adapf^^^ithjtKl^- 
iftcnt; and' apply with ^ powir> ''^ivH tfiftotirles 
to their circurttftantcS ; iand thefh,' however ex- 
ccUent they rr::jty be, if' they afe it6t caknlatcd 

• ' for 
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ioF th^ waats of the hcarerSi they are tike ths 
b^ ie6d£>wn at an improper ieafon^ or ia an 
^itiiprcpared foil. Ajs the phyfician obfervcS 
the iever;il images of the diibrder of his patient^ 
at^ yaries his medicines, according to it$ pro« 
greis or decline; & will the faithful fervant 
of Godadminii^r ^^ milk to b^bes^ and ibrong 
*** nleat to thofe of riper years/' confuitingi 
with watchfal care, how he can, with probable 
iuco^y and without offenfive pcrlbnality, ap- 
ply te each of his hearers, the words of Nathan 
to David; *' thpu art the man." 

Entruibed with the care of the Church " cH 
♦' God,;oycr, which; the Holy, Gholl hath made 
•' us:overfccrs,;\irc are to give the moft. earned 
^^ beedy that we he .found fmthful in Ml hit 
t^ hou&^ and approve oudHves utitoonr nxaA 
" tcr which is in hc»ycn," by making it the 
^eat and prim:ipal end» the co^tinuai, aim and 
pvtrpofe of t>ur lives, to procMte the glory : of 
Godi And the falvation of .roen«i . : 

B^fides l^^jwapy, and (It i<ft obligatiims^ by 

jwHich vfpjaLTt, eiagaged. to live, ^and a^S, *as be^ 

comes; the dijCcipks. of Jdi|s Chriftf by a punc-^ 

tii^ ob&i^4nce ^( all thofe evangelical rules 

whiqh are bound upoiius> ia common with 

B 3 other 



14 '^TV/^ fe/Pe^Sfwe Diiths of 

other Chnftians* there arc likeA'^fc^vcrdl very - 
momentous duties we are ob1i^«3 topraAifc 
in the daily excrcife of our facred funffion, if 
we ever hope, or expefl, to *' make foil proof 
** of our miniftry ;" which can be doiie'ii<!> 
otherwife, than by a full and confcicntious dif-^. 
charge of every part of our minifterial vocation. 
Our employment is compai;cd to that of Iwif- 
tandmen, and of laborers in the time* of hsir* 
veil, when *' the hills and vallies, ftanding 
** thick with com/* invite the rieapcrs to ** put 
*' in their fickles, becaufe the harveft is ripe.'* 
Hence wcare to underftand, that ourindilpen- 
iablc duty is, to prepare the *&il, to fowthc^ 
feed, to deftroy die teres ; ** tp be inftant in 
^^ feafon, and out of fedBn," to labor with in- 
defatigable dili^txcei in order to render orur 
flock, ^* a people prepared for the Lord.'* 

Sometimes, in the langukge of Holy Scrip- 
ture^ vfe are emphatically ililed watchmen, 
which plainly indicates, that wb ate W)undto 
be continually dn our guard-* ^J^d* to^ vratti the 
people e^trufted to Us, upopi the aji^i;oack Qi 
danger, that they may be prepared to recei^. 
their ipiritual cneirties, and ihat having ^^ put * ' 
•' on the tyhole armor of Godj, they may be 

'^abic 
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able to iiaiid ia the evil day, and to quench 
all.the fiery darts of the wicked.** 
Nay, the Holy Ghoft hath thought fit to 
admoniih us of the unwearied labor and afli:* 
duou$ watchfuinefs of our calling, by giving 
u$ the title of Ihcpherds ; a title derived from 
our great Lord and Mailer, who is, in the 
mod: eminent degree, ''the great Shepherd and 
** Biihop of our ibuls„" Now, by this appel-* 
]ation, wc camnot but foe convinced, that we 
are to take ipecial heed to the flock committed 
to our charge^ by carefully ieeking for all iuch 
as arc loft,* *^ tfaofe who are committing ini- 
'' quity with grecdinefs;" and bringing back to 
the fol4 thoip that are gone aftray, thofe who 
Jbave departed from. the ilmplicity of the faith 
of the Gofpel ; '* if haply, by fecking . the 
'^ Lord, they .may feel after him and find hlm/*^ 
We lament, with heart- felt concern, thiat, 
id the difcharg^ of our duty, fo matty flum* 
blujg blocks fhpuld be. thrown in the way, to 
hinder the cffcft of the Grofpel, by the fcofFs 
pf the fcorncr, the impiety <tf the profane, 
the indiderence of the lukewarm, and the cla- 
xoors of the cntbufl^ft. I^ome people are as 
jfelicitQu^ to advance the empire of Satan, as^ 
r . . B 4 though 
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tibcM^h ^' he cojold g^v« tfacm all the kmgdoms 
*' of the world, «Jid the gkrry thereof/* for 
their pain$; and, Ifefl Qod ihould derive too 
XQuch bpnpr from the wor(hip of hi$x:reator68» 
thty feem eager to make tibie well-difpoied, 
imd the wavering, ''as much the chiidren of 
f* hell a3 thenjfelves/* Ajid they have too 
ixijuieh reaibti, Gddknows, to exult in thdr fuc*^ 
ceKs. If jthjen« in attempting to countemS: 
this maliqe c^ infidelity^ to &tm this torrent 
' of licentioufnefi, we foem to ^' ftretch oat jOur-» 
felves heyond our meafure V if vre '* re- 
prove^ rebuke, ezhoct" with all the eameft^ 
nef$ the importance of the cafe demands ; if 
we fet before yx>ur eyes the danger to wiuch 
you fire e^poied, ai^d torgure you,, as ye dread 
tbiP eternsd difpleafute of Godyto depreoite it; 
fhouJd we utter truths harih to iailidic^ ears, 
^odp^enfive to liceadpusprejudiccs^ .'' forgive 
f ^ u» thisrwrong:'* we have iblemnly fwom that, 
V vf better men will hear, ot whether they will 
'^ forbear," we« for our part, wiU not ^1 %d 
'' de<:l9re unto them the whole counfel of 
'' God« Tp brif!^ many fons unto glory-* 14 
the pbje^ of our appointment ; aiwi if, by^ not 
attending to the wc^rk of thr tokaSajy we ^vc 

^ ^he 



Mimfter and Peopk. if 

the enemy an opportunity *y to fow his tawi 
** wlulft' we flecp ; inftelid of doing the work 
^' of an evangelift/' we aiS^rd men'but tod 
y\j£L occaiion '^ to defpife the ofiermgs of the 
" Lotd> and caixfe the naine of God to behlaf- 

Migr God ^nt that our minUby may be 
ef£bi£lUal to the favingof men's fbul3> and that 

- eyery paftor of the flock may approve himfblf 
a faithful dijfpen^ of God's holy word ! 

Beildes prieaching the "ivord of God faith*- 
fully, every minifter of a parifh is to vifit hia 
€<mgttgation^ and adminifter coniblatipn to 
^oic of^refied with £cknefi, or bowed down 
with infirmity. Agreeably to the feventy-Cxth 
caifoi^ — ^^ When any pcfl^fon is daogcronfly iick 
^* m ai^ parifli> the mimftir or curate^ having 
*' kiu^wtege thereof, ihall refort unto him, or 
^^ lliari to ioibuidl and comfort them in their 
'^4^rir«»'' Relieve me, Chriftian$, to vifit the 
fick is the moft afFsding, the moil awful, part 
of a <^gy man's i\kty.^ Can ym conceive the 

^ agony of our minds, when we viiit any of our ' 
i|oc]s ftruck with ik^npii, and difcover them 
totsdly ignoranfof ReH^oUi and, from a review 
of the tenor of their liyeSj^ dreadfully, and 



1ft / The reJpeSihe Duim of 

y^l\iy9 aiairmcd about theit falvation ? The 
firft thotight whiich'inftindively occurs to us 
isp, csitt the- ignorance 'o€ thiji poor wretch fee 
Ittrlbuted^ to his want of rcilgrous mftmdioci ? 
Isitowi-ng to my ncgleiftj t^at he knows fb 
Kttlc the ftate of his foul ? Anci flrou^^his 
fickncfs end in death, when wfc.ariB aCe^kbled 
to perfornfi the laii iad pffioe> and to depofit 
his aihes in the filcnt grave, this awful quef- 
tion forces itfelf upon our C2)nfciences ; when 
1 f^Yall meet, at the tribunal of God, thcibul, 
which lately inhabited that brcathkfs b©(fy, 
fcall I meet it with confidence, or with dif- 
may? If it be leccived to bappmefsf, aasr I the 
Wefled inftninMiit of its happinefe ? If it be 
doomed to mifery; .Ift^ its mifery, cither 
throogfi wilfol neglect; or gail^ in^ttetitioii; 
bfe laid to my charge I For tfeis iotd: I know 
I am to anfwer ; C9.rt I appeal to God thatp if 
it ha& peiiihedy it has-periihed thimtgh its oira 

We have fecn what is required of >cvcij 
toiniiler of the Gofpel : let m, ia the next 
place, xMetvt' what is required of the people^ 
to give power to his wqrd^ and e^oacy to his^ 
xntisiiby* v * . ..  , . ^ ; . . * > 
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: 1 II. What is delivered is to be received as 
the word of God. The preacber is not tq.bc 
^nfidered as having any view in . what he 
ippacfaes^ but an unutten^e concern &a the 
^^ient, and die future welfare of his bearet^ 
♦*. He fpe^s as to wife men ; ye are to judge for 
V yourfelvcB of the truth of what he fays/* The 
iiearers of the word, therefore, are to "receive 
^^ wkh . mceknefs" the do£tfin^s propounded, 
and to judge of them with impartiality, " whe- 
" thcr they be of God, or not :" they are toat- 
tdisd to the esshortations made to them, whe* 
thcr of reproof, ** to depart from iniquity ;*' or 
of per&ia(ion, '^. to adorn the dotflrine of God 
^f our Saviour in all things^'* and, if what he di&* 
iivbcs be jufl^iand rea&nable, and agreeable tp 
tim revealed will of God, " it is indifpenfably 
«f icquiredof them to obfcrvc it/' Their ial va- 
tioa is. the end:and aim of preaching the GoC 
pd: it is fiot defigoed as a trml of ikiU, or an 
cxercifc of ingenuity, but *' to convert finneiK 
f* irom the eiaror qf their ways," 
,.. : When the day appointed for the celebration 
ipf |niblic woiihip.rctmns, it Would be well* if 
atU me^ would jremcmber that God hiuMelf 
requires them to. worfhip hin:^ in his own 

houfc. 
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hbuic^ and to nueset tngother, as joiic family^ 
*' as the houifehdld of -GodV* it would be \rdk, 
themibrey if theyA/irpuld iiaffcr heather &ki&Ieis 
indolence, nor triffing engagements to prevent 
their attehdawicc, Yot vn\ obie rye : with unr 
fpcakable concern, that vnhat .oftbn hinders 
many from attending the church, doesiiol: Jnn^ 
der them froniattcndmgtbe.niarkct^findrgilMn^ 
to a greater diflance^ * ' to buy and ifeU, and get 
^* gain*/* May we, ajs wc profefe to be GJfacit 
tians, rath<^ be diipo&dto ^^ conie to hia gates 
^^ with tfaQiilcfgiving, and into his courts with 
•* prai(e/* • ,- r , 

After having heard the word; they> to wbom 
it is addreifed^areexpe&ed to meditate upon it* 
Being the word of God, it is inti^ed to tfa&s* 
mark of refpcd — ^being intended for their 
falyation, they ought to ic[fle<5t upon what 
they hear with ferioufnefs, and apply it. with, 
fidelity, to their own ca&s and ciroimftanoe?. 
Lret us then refpedtively ^ ourfelves, .w)ie^ 
ther the preaching of the word has prodwiodin 
us th<^fe " fruits of go6d Uving#'' which mighty 
with juftice, be expend from ?k dtviiie ofrdt^ 
HftRce ; whether we have made that prpgt'C^' 
<* in rightfoufneis and tima Itotiaefs'V which 

will. 
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wil]> ihroo^ the mtmtB of our Redeemer^ en*<- 
fore, oar faliratba ; : judd i whether we dearly 
undetftand tibe nabora^ and uni&nxilyi fulfil 
tbe ^oUigations^ ^ of. the Go vtnaot inta' which 
fweluive entcredi with God ?. 
^ V i[i.f>!;(eiachiftg' the word, o&nces, alas ! miift 
xieiceffitrily corner i&ny have *^ itchntg cars; 
^rthMjviilUotcndy^£ou^ butfay 

UtUorthdr miniijter&'~'^ pbopkeiy iiot unto us 
^* light things^ h^t prB>pfaefy aOhooih thtags^ 
.^/piofihefy dec^tV* ^ Oi» lioan^i wiibn vrc eac^ 
iidift bmii'to adorn hk pr ofbffion by a poaoeable 
xitrbbg^axtd: ^ (j^etiietiieahor ;: ivthcn wetixrge 
liKmrtb; hallow itbtte Sabbath^ Jbb attctid the 
diarchy tdriredeiven:he Sacrandont; €x>mfiam% 
ikatiVfp^A^im'(M\ymth hdikjEP, wfa^n forre^ 
i)aii%;$'ii^t> ihould:give>hiirt ^^ thfe • (facers !itaillt 
*^'o# tl|<p JWorA, »2fard by ami by be Is^oSendod ;' 
fcs, tti*f4aaf<t«?, cither^abfcntfr^ himfdlf' from the 
^Mtc%' or, if hti c^ntinue^ to attend ki \^ik 
^lK^tK<Ml' 4{ hmant^s and ^ all UDcharit» 
'li^tK&the t€iptt<krAi it9 tniaidera as ^iduflib 
^*- iSSgft that caniiot baitk, attd as blind 4ea<fet5 
■*-Wf ttw Wind ;"-ahd, Wkh the^nSoft Ihocking 
=^!^fefejirf6A-, arrd>gat«& t€^'bimfelfit*« prqjorty 
Jof » (Qttinifeiencfe,. yfepkJivflf affirm Jrig, 'f that 
'  *' both 
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'f both will one day faQiatoilM ditch ; that,ai 
^ it is with thepeoplei fo it is with the iwiefk;'* 
and that, ere long^'We fhail be mutually acouf^ 
ing each olhtr, in the regions of-wot^, of horror^ 
and of defpain Another, whcn-irt^c urge hii^ 
^' to let his affedions on thitigs abbvev^ and to 
'* be transformed by tlxt renewing ; 6€ -hit- 
** mind>** is offended with the Ifererity of the 
do^ne r he attends public worftiip ; he-^ dis- 
charges the debts he contrads; be ivrongs*no 
m^n; and fo ^^all is w^ll: but when we&J^, 
*^ one thing thou lacked { "if thou wotddft 
** icnter into life^ tho» -muft love the Lcjrd^thy 
^^ God with "dl jhy heart, aittli&ul, andmtiittJ, 
"^and ftrengtohr*.: thy^ r^ry icart v muftr.ibc 
<:^iiged> ^ atui; to^ prQmot^cGk}d's. gtotyrioxuii 
be the end ^ of .ntt thy ' a<3ions:: f* r thou rnivQ: 
^^ caU-upon;hifri by deyoutiaoftdr di]ii^^»bif^a,yct'\ 
bbth in thy olpfct, aridvin thy faiptlj^ft f Hpiigfe 
theido£i:rine be coiifei&dly th$: 4o<Sti^n€^qC:gt^ 
Qofpelj becaiife k h «timg»3ttt to hib»t&i%lMr»/ 
,he tqc&s, with Qomtempt and abhoojrettee,:];^ 
preacl^efr and the do^riue ti^ther. .. B^i ict, 
Wman takcr offence whettbe hears thie CJp!fr 
pel deli verfid' with plainneffi; f* itist]lw^tft5if 
" thyrigbt'haftd offend thee,. to<:utaf<?ff ai^ii 

« call 
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*' cftft it fMrn th^^ than th$t thy whole body 
*^ ihovild b* caft into hell:" it is better that 

men ihould hear the truths of the Gofpel now, 
though they fliould make their ears to tingle, 
even if the (Jonfequcnce Ihould be that the mi^ 
niilcr, whq thus deliv^s it, Ihould incur their 
difpleafure/. rather th^ that they ihould be 
'' tormented in the fife that never goes out/* 

Somd we of opinion, ^that the Goipel is 
^id^m delivened incite gp^iuine puritjr in the 
Chvircb, and therefore, inftead of attending 
its worfhip and; fervice, go to other commu- 
nions, whejr* they receive, or fancy they rc^ 
ctivci iTBDre edifeatipiji., I( by rfcfert^ng the 
Ghurdi- thfcy are rpadcKitctter m^n than by 
attending: it; if they become bftfcr hulbands, 
bitter fdthiers, better neighbors, better. Chriff 
tiaayy^^fifcTjt to become 'fuch I fuppofe to be 
ttefe ltaotiiT8*«*' go, and the Lord be with 
•f»Jx3u t" Btt givern^e l^ave to add, if the teachers 
^lffi3UbKv (h6uki^ be:miilaicen : if they ibould 
,^*^fclk*r^for ddftrirM^s the traditions pf men ;'* 
iff '*h»^ (hoyld teax:h ypn to truft on a broken 
nMi *f they ihould miflead you in fo impor- 
ttfnle^* ficiiat as falvation ; hoWwIllyoja blame 
ycrtit ibfiiriap^y yc^ ;folh% vour infatuation, 

• '. /« - ^ fox 
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for having believed thcif db^fles,^ Without 
having ftriftly examined their truth, and 
fairly weighed their tcildcncy ? *^ Believe not 
** every fpirit, but tty the Ipirits,** with impar- 
tiality, " whether they be of God?* ^ 

As to thofe who feldom attfettd the Cbufch> 
and thofe who abient ^n^felve*' entirely froria 
it; if, after they have teen s^dmotiiihed of 
their finfulnefe, and iurely it \t tht duty of a 
minifter to admonilh thdm, tfcey oontintiti^ 
** like the deaf adder which I'-oppeth hccr caars>T 
to diffcgatd'^his admonitions ; fuch ihcn cate 
liafrdly be reckdried amongft thofciw whom^ 
at the^ great day o\ rcl^ii3ititioft, he ikall give 
account. Happy, iriei^reffibly ; happ^^ will ^ 
be the lot of t^at ffiirii W^ *Aoi -'t^Hbw^^ 
^ variety of opinions prcf*ai!s tfarou^hoistt thi 
land; can address the Redeemer of tfite-world; 
in nearly his own tv^otdsv ^^ Lord*! of thofe 
*^ cominitted'tomy'care,hotoneis lofl:!" Ott 
the contrary, ho w deplorable* wiUbevhis fitua^ 
tion> Kaw ihcoriceivaWy Wretched wiH he be; 
if the Almighty ihould ^pply to him the kth**^ 
guagc of the Pi^phet, ** fon of ^oan^ I fet thcc 
*^ a wgiteWman utito the hoafe of Iffael ! Wheal 
** I faid,unto the wicked, O wicked xfian, thou 

'' flialt 
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«* Ihrft furdy die ; thoU didft not fpcak to 
** warn the wicked from his way> and that 
^ wicked man has died in His iniquity; but his 
" blood will I require at thine hand l" Itbehovcs 
138 both, my brethren, to confider very feriouily, 
whether the Gofpel be; preached, on our part^ 
with fidelity, and recetved, on yours, with 
tf[t8t. For imagination cannot conbbive how 
folemn and awful will be our meeting, at tht 
grand Tribunal. God grant it may be with 
confidence and joy ! We, the miniflers of 
the Gofpel, are to give a ilrid account of every 

difcourie we have delivered, and of its ten- 

'  ... 

dency to forward the immortal happinefs of. 
our hearers : it will then be publifhed before 
teen and angels, whether, with vigilance of 
attention, and fblioitude of mind> we have 
labored and prayed to promote the falvation 
of our refpedlive flocks : and, if we have been: 
negligent in a matter of fuch yafl concern ; 
if w^ have been regardlefs of the very thing 
which demands our utmoft care ; however wc 
may have been employed in works of fancy, 
genius, or leacning ; however we may have 
been engaged in the trafHc of gain, or have 
llept on the bed of jfll^th ; &s we can make no 

C . atonement 



atonement for the fouls we ^veiiu^r«^ to 
perifh, <^ wu can plead nothing vi jufti^e^ttiow 
of fuch ftrange, fuch unaccountable, fuch un- 
J)£itdona>le n€glc<Eh And, on the other hand,- 
Vhcri the people committed to oui care ihall 
jj^ called to aecount for the improvem^ni; of 
their fcs"!''^^ ^^^ms, ; when neither the diftin©* 
tions ortt*2e to^^*"' ** knowlegcof the Icarn^ 
ed. nor the igtipi-a!i?ce of the poor, fliall bead, 
mitted as a f\ifficienl: e.T«»^ ^oir their . fever4 
vices ; then, rriy brethren, C^ whom, do yo« 
believe, can the blamfc Be juftly ^^k'i on youf 
niinifler, or oft yDiirfelves? " If yoxf Mar thcr 
-" ibuftd of the trurtipet and take not warrwagi 
^^ arid the fwoM cotne ahd tslkc you away^ ycxil* 
" tiood (liali be on your owti head* Yon heatd 
*« tlie found of the tfuttipet, artdtook itotwaitl-^ 
•*^ ing, your blood fhdl be uptln you.' Butlhould 
tlie watcHiiian hot blo"v^ the trumpet, and not 
*> wani the people, if the fword eorne and take 
any perfoa froth among thieih> thAI perfon 
is taken away in his iniquity, feiit hid 
'" blood will 'God require al the watehnianV 
"iiand/* Aric' yourfelvcs, for God's ikke, 
before this Vnterefting fcrutiriy be made, whe- 
ther you iiave not done &t(^^t W the Spirit of . 

Grace 
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Grace, wliethcr you have not mocked God by 
** bcfeeching hirii to incline your hearts to 
*^ keep his laws/' when you have continued 
pcrverfply, and wilfully, to break them ? How 
will the drunkard wifh he had attended to ex- 
hortations to fobriety ? How will the fwearer 
lament his curfes and imprecations ? How 
will the profane abhor himfelf for his pro- 
fanene&, when the word of God is deli- 
vering its tcftimony againft all the ungodly ? 
If an human Judicature imprefs us with fo* 
lemaity, what will be our mifgivings of mind, 
and anxiety of heart, when we ftand before 
the Throne of God ^ every one to anfwer for 
his improvement under the difpenfation of the 
Gofpel ? God Almighty give us all Grace to 
prepare for its approach, that we may be re- 
ceived, through the .merits of Jefus Chrifti, 
into his eternal kingdom I 
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Ijooking diligently left any man fail of the Grace 

of God. -. 

Y the death of Jefus Chrift upon the crofii 
an atonement wa^ made to God for the 
fins of , the whole world. Our firfl parents^ 
having forfeited his favor, involved w in guilt, 
^nd rendered us liable to puniihment. . But 
their pofterity, not having adually iinnedt 
God was pleaied to find out an expedient by 
which his difpleafure might be removed^ his 
juilice ht fatisfied, and his mercy might tri^ 
umph. ^e9 in the union of the human, with 
the Divine nature, completed our redemption. 
Having then made a way for his anger to 
efcape/* and intending to deal with us as 
moral agents, %t acquainted us with the glo- 
rious falvation purchased for us, and enjoined 
usy in the obfervance of it, to *' walk worthy 
" of the vocation wherewith we are called." 
The cver-bleffcd Gofpel, therefore, was yer 

Cs vealed 



fti 



4t 



to Chri/iianity a Ground of Comfart,, 

Ycaled to confirm our faith j, to enlarge our 
hQpes> and to aningiate our ^d^vors. And if, 
cither " by an evil heart of unbelief," an ob- 
flinate refufal of ix>ercy, or a wilful tranf- 
greflion of its laws^ we defeat its defign, and 
^ufd its |»u^fe«t '^ theite refRains no moit 
** facrifice for fin, but a cwtain fearful Ipoking 
•' for of judgment, and fiery indignation.'* 
This Nilig the rtktirc fituation between 
Ged and initt, I ftall lay before yau;fbnte of 
the matires to induce us ta obey the Gofpcl : 

• • • 

Aftfer which I fliall earheffly exhort ym all, 
^^ to follow after the things wblch make for 
^ yoxrt ererlafting pcatiej looking diligently 
'' left any mari fail of the Gricc of God," . ' 

(i) So irretrievably we« we loft by the 
tranigrcffiort of our fiift parents, thit there ap- 
pealed to tht eye t)f Omililticiice no other way 
of rcftoring ti5 ttx a ftate of favor andh^ppii: 
tiefs, than by his uniting in the perfon of Jefus 
Chrift, our hurtifttt, to his divine, natwc. To 
ftve man, Gqd himfelf becomes mai^. lfenc(? 
vft fee of what value we are in his eflSrma- 
tion : though btrt: '' finful duft and afhes,"- wc^ 
^tt thought worthy of redemption by him 
-y^fho '* breathed into ys the breath of Kfe." 

(2) But 
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{!?) But' having purchafed ii§ to himlclf, 
that we might not fniftrbte liis pulpofe^ bnd 
diiappdint' his hopes, no fooner do we edme 
oh the threflibld of life thati he enlifts us 
into His fcrvice ; he adopts us into his family 
fey " the ' regeneratloii of baptifm i* and 
through the feveral fiacceffive petiods of our 
being, '* he vifits us and dwells in us,'* by thfe 
agency of hii Holy Spirit. ^* We are made 
^^ teittplcs bf God, and -habitations for him to 
** dwell in," « When we fall, he is at hand 
to fuccor us ; When we defpond, he invigo^ 
rates us by his influence on our fouls. To 
encourage us '* to do well,'* he ftiggefts, '* Ihalt 
** thou hot be accepted ?" To deter us from 
doing ill, he thrcatfen^ that ^^ fin lieth at the 
** door/* He fometimes " viiits us with Con- 
*• folations from above;*' he fornetlmes *^ takes 
••• his Holy Spirit from us,'* that we may khow 
burfelyes, and feel our dependence equally on 
lais Grace, for the fupport of the fpititual, as 
on his Providence, for the prefervation of 
the natural, life. 

(3) To this his fatherly concern, let me add 
his forbearance, when our fins call aloud for 
vengeance, 

C4 A Being, 
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A Beings "(^bois fo ibUcltous about our wel« 
fare^ who watches over us when we thipk t^ 
of Him^and who^ xxposx our ainciidment> is al- 
ways r?ady to forgive,- it is the very extreme of 
ingratitude waotonly to iiifiilt, deUberately to 
o6^ndi and wilfully to provoke. But againil 
this iperciful Being we multiply offences with 
unreipittiog haite, and vyith peculiar jaefujcnp* 
tioh, Wc a)ntemn his ordinances, we tranf- 
grefs his laws, we renounce his authority^ 
God, notwithftat^ding our manifold provoca- 
tions, when we difcover figns of remorfe, and 
difpofitions of an^endment, ** is flow to atiger^ 
^•^andof great mcr^y. Hq ivaits to be gracioAs/* 
and not on,ly gives u& time to reform, but 
throws occafions in (sit^ way, ^^ \o \^A us to 
*-' repentance^** 

(4) Anothet motive to induce us to " look 
^* diligeOttly left wc^lof the Grace of God/' 
is tliie irretrievable ruin in whicli lye ij^all qn? 
day fep invplvc4* Now it is J»gre?able to the 
eternal laws of jvi.fticc, \}y w^iich Gq(| govern^ 
the world, that the punifhment infli^cd £ho.ul4 
Vc in pifoportion tb; the bleffing vye rg?<ft. 
And the Scriptures, in the nioft explicit man? 
ncrj, allure uSj that eternal puni(hm<cnt awaits 

thofe. 
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thpfc, whp .refufe to obey th< (Jofpcl. Our 
Bleffed Sfeaviqur*: wJsio. never motions puniih* 
ment, but wlthjt;he3pi^crciful4^gn of pcrfuad- 
iiig us to^yoidjti declares, that theirs will 
be the. m<^ fevere, who, having received the 
truths, n^gleft to improve the advantages, of 
the Ga%eL' Th«^ faered writings convey the 
idea of puiDii^hfnent not by negative. haippirieft, 
nor indiredl ailafions, nor faint defcriptions. 
NoJ.By.*' cvcriafting deftrvi6lion from the 
** prefence of the Lord; by the fire that never. 
*' goes Qut» and tl^e wotxu that oevcr dies; 
♦* by a, lake which burnetii with fire and 
** briiniftQiu?;'' Thcfe, it may be faid,. arc 
figurative e^reiiions; a God of mercy will 
ficrer flieyv fuch fcverjji of wrath, againft his 
offending creatures. But^ on this fubje<fl, let 
vs Ipeak with cauticm; let us even think with 
reverence. It is tJie language of Scripture, 
3criptare is the word of God, and God cannot 
lye. Lcanrc wc this to him who puniflies 
ijnwilUngly, and forgives with joy. As '* by 
H failing of the Grace qf God, by rieglcffting lb 
♦• great falvation/* we involve our fouls in everr 
Jailing ruii>; rnay the awakening thought ex- 
titc y\% to diligence iij the ftudy, and ohe* 
;^iei}ce in the pra^icc, of our holy Religion ! 
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(5) A furth'er motive to anirMate iii to iitt^ 
ptoire under the difpenfation of the Gofpel, is 
the greatnefs of the reward, k is greater, 
than " hath cvtn entered into the hcirt t^f man 
** to conceive.*' God thought it not fnfficient 
t<2) redeem 1^8 from evetlafting mifity, but hfe 
hath opened to us the profpeft of ineffable blifi 
He hath -not revealed to us a gliriipfe of gJory> 
ivhich^ like the horizon that b<;^)inds out view, 
as we approach nearer to it, recedes frbni us* 
No. We have a foretaft^ of it on this4id& 
the grave, "by becoming holy as he is^holy.** 
He has created heaven for our habitations^ where 
we fliair dwell for ever in his own prefetice. 
The Scriptures give us the moft magtiificent 
deforiptions of its be|||ty and delight. - And 
if we ard determined, notwithftandihg its al* 
luretnents^notwithftandingit is the only refuge 
frotn mifcry, and lecurity of happinefs, not to 
enter in, we muft dwell with thofe acciirled 
fpirits, who are already doomed to eternal pu-* 
nifhments. Can a ftronger motive be pro*- 
pofed to a rational creature, to prevail with 
him to obey the Gofpel ? 

I now proceed, m the fccond place, to ex- 
poftulate with thoie unthinking men who are 

Hiiinflttence4 
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tininfluenccd by the Gofpel, and, fcy the blcffing 
of Grod, to perfuade theni; to ** look diligently 
•^ left they finally fail of the Grace of God" 
^— left, iiifftieid of bceomingi as its divine 
author intended it, ** a favor of life unto life,** 
it Ihould be, dreadful mifapplication ! *' a favrtr 
^* of death unto death." 

** The Grace of God, whidh bringeth falva- 
^* tion, hath appeared unto all men, teaching 
*^ us that denying ungodlineft and worldly 
^^ hifts, we fhoiild live ibberly, righteotiily, and 
"•^ gotfly, in this prefent world, looking for that 
^ blclFed hope, and the glorious appearance of 
** the Great God, and our Saviour Jelus 
** Chtift/' By the Grace of God here, as in 
the text, is unqiieftiomfcly meant the Gofpel, 
revealed by our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrill. 
And rs the Goipel, revealed immediately from 

« 

heaven, and " confirmed by figns and wonders, 
**and mighty dced§," to be received, or rejefted, 
as fuits beft with our capricious humor, or de- 
praved rnind ? Is the Grofpel, the rule appointed 
by Almighty Wifdom for the regulatibn of our 
conduft, to be treated with an indifference we 
ihould be alhanied of ihewing to the intima- 
tion of a fbperior^ or the rcqueft of a friend ? 

But 
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Btit we objcft perhaps to the unrcafonabienefs 
cf its precept^, or fi,nd fault, it may be, with the 
fcvcrity of its injuii<5lions. They proceed 
both from Divide wifdom. Neither o«r judg- 
ment, nor temiper^ nor conilitutiou, is con^ 
iultedj but only our good. But it is notbri*- 
ou$, that very, very many live in the open 
negkd of its duties both fociaU moral, and 
religious. It is notorious, that many live. in the 
opfen commiffion of thpfe vices. it prohibits 
under ' the heaviefl denunciations. Surely, 
when men deliberately deftroy the peace and 
comfort of tbeU ne»ghbo» y when they defign. 
cdly trample on the property of others ; when 
they not only tefufeto " worlbip pod in/pirit 
" and in truth/' but^even corrirait the moil 
atrocious afts of wickcdneis, they. oyeri,ook the 
moft diflinguifliing dodrine of ,the, Goipel, 
that, ^« for all thefe things God will one day 
•* bring them intojudgrocnt?' 3in» weknow^ 
ctonot be innocent in. the eftimation of lum, 
who, to his divine, joined our human nature, 
for the very purpoieof redeeming us. from the 
guilt of it. And "(hall man, that is a worm'," 
dare to defeat the purpofe of bis Maker? 
To tranigrefs the kyvs God has prefcribed 

for 
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for the regulation of our conduA, is, to fct 
the Almighty at defiance; it is to contemn 
the atonement of our Redeemer, and fpurii 
at the overtures made to us, by the Blcflcd 
Sanftificr of our fouls. Will it be fufBcicnt to 
fay to him, " who is of purer eyes than to be- 
^* hold iniquity,** that you preferred a life 
free from the reftraints of virtue and the 
fetters of piety, to a life of undifturbed 
peace' on earth, and an aflurance of future 
bleflednefs for evier — when your cbnfciencc 
how rcfifts, with abhorrence, the deceitful 
opiate? With what aftoniftiment will the 
iihner behold the forbearance, and long-fuf- 
fcring of an offended God? With what in* 
digriation will he look upon the wounds of 
his cnicified Saviour — ^wounds inflide4 and 
endured for his falvation? With what agony 
of mind will he contemplate the interceflions 
of Jcfus Chrift, to turn away his Fatherjs 
^5#ath? With what diftraftion of foul will he 
obfcrve the many, very many times, in which 
our gra^us Redeemer hath intcrpofed be- 
tween his crying fins, and an avenging Deity 
—in which he hath warded ofF the blow, 
direded by juftice, at the head of daring, and 
V prcfiimptuous 
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prefbfnptuous guilt? WouI4 to God I could 
prevail witbi the finncr to ** be rcconcHcd to 
^' God to-day, whilft it is called to*day !** In*' 
fieado^coipplyiagwith tbe fblicitation of every 
luft/and of being born away by the impulfe of 
every pjUfion— would to God I could prevail 
with him to retire, a little while, from the 
purfuits and pleafiires of life, and to enter into 
bis own confcience, and examine carefully 
what juft grounds of hope he can bave^ whilft 
he lives at variance with hisrconfcienccj, and 
with bis God! But he cannot, alas ! beftow 
any time on ib trilling a ^ncem as ialvationr 
As Jefus Chrift died for m; 1^5 doubts not but 
be (hall be compreben^ded >i%||i^ efFe6ts of hi$ 
death, and then, all will h^ ^^^'-^ — Deceitful 
cxpe^ation ! When be comes ' tt^ lie on the 
bed of ficknefs, and ** is even bard at death's 
" door;'* when the road he is to travel is within 
his view, he will be anions to know whether 
the reception, t6 which, tt the end of it,^ 
will be entitled) is the reward of obedience, or ^ 
the cb^ftiicment of negledJ:. The advi?ce con^ 
tained in my text, is, <* to iook diligently left 
♦* we any of us fail of the Grace-of God ;*' that 
is, to examine ourfelyes with fcrupulous eifa^r 

nefs. 
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tieis, left we i'en4er a revelation from heavert 
mcffeAual to tnir ialvationi a,nd ^^jreceive the 
** Grace of God in vain/* Tlje motives to obey 
the .Gofpel we have fecn to be cogent, and 
intereiiing ; let us weigh, in the oppofite fcalet 
the ple^fures and advantages derived from dif* 
obedience to the heavenly hvi»-r-^pJea/ura and 
advantages, which, I pray God may never be 
ours ! the reproaches of our confcicncc, and 
the diipleafiire of '* Him who hag threatened, 
^^if we incur it, to deftrpy both body and 
*' foul in hell.*' Is the edicj^.of a fovcreign, ot 
the admonition of a magiftrate, ftudied with 
Accuracy, and received with attention ? A^ 
fliaU the ever blelfed Gofpel, the^law "of the 
*/ King of kings,** of him " who is higher than 
** the highicft,'* be treated with difrefpeft, and 
rejed^^ed with difdain ? The punilhment of an 
cartWy fovereign compared. with the vengeance 
of God, h as a drop of water to the ocean, or 
as time to eternity. Thou that liveft in a 
ilate<;)f. known fin art every moment obnoxi^ 
ou$ to this punifliment — aik thyfelf, .therci- 
fere, how thou canft dwell with everlailing 
^* fcurqiogs ?" It is one of the bl^flings of the 

Gofpel 
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4ft Chrtfilamty a Ground of Cont/bri, 

Gofpcl that wc can judge in what ftatc wc 
arc-*-whcthcr the friends, or the cncrjiics of 
God ? whether liable to his^ wrath, or entitled 
to his mercy ? Let us then apply this happy, 
this peculiar privilege. Let each of us put 
this important queftion to hntifelf — does my 
life warrant the aiTurance of my being in a 
flate of falvation ? One man, on a little en- 
quiry, will find, that, by his entire negle^St of 
every religious duty, he is amongft thofe who . 
dread the fecond coming of his Saviour, the 
time when he will come to judgment. The 
exercifes of ferious meditation, of devout 
prayer, of holy communion — ^to thefe, alas ! 
he is an utter ftranger ; and if they are to be 
bis advocates at the throne of God, he cannot 
appear there without the apprehenfion of hav- 
ing incurred the eternal difpleafure of his 
Judges Another, when he is '* to give account 
" of all the deeds done in the body,** mayexpedfc 
to mcetthe complaint! of the injured, thecriea 
of the fatherlefs, arid thp lamentatioris of the 
widow: his own heart tiovu turns evidence 
againft him; and accufmg, and conviifting 
hini here — what has he to expe£l Ijut exem-. 
plary puniihment hereafter? A third, inftead 

♦'of 
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<^ «f iivillg in ^ &ith dad &at of God," will 
dUboVtr tMt ^^Ood has hardly been in allhk - 
'^ thoughts.*^ . Oaths and iidprecations he vents 
without regatd to thdir impiety^ or dread of 
their punifhment. Will fact men dane to 
fay that " they look diligently, left they fail of 
" the <3rac6 of God ?'* Let me perfuade you to 
confideryout danger. A ftate of fu:^nfe, where 
we have tnuch at iflue, i<s a pitiable fituation. 
But words cannot exprefs, fancy cannot paint 
the deplorable fituation of that man, who lives 
at enmity with God. And tva^y man is at 
enmity with God, whofe confcicnce, examined 
according to the Golpd, does not aflure him 
of his ,ir conciliation. That there is no fatis- 
fadiott of mind in the proiecution of vicious* 
courfes/ is a truth the finner can neither evade 
by argument, nor controvert by experience. 
For how (Kail he, who treadeth in the fteps 
of wickednefs, ** knowpeace," when he is per- 
petually fiibje£l to the inftigations of con- * 
iciencc, and the vengeance of heaven ? He 
may, indeed, ibmetimes lull his foul to ileep 
withthc deceitful cry of *' peace, peace;*' but no 
fooner is the llirmber over , no fooncr docs he 
awake to the vifitations of remorfe, and thc = 

D perfecutions 
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4* Chrifiiamty a Ground of Comfifrt^ 

^erfed'utiQijs of iniquity, tlian ajbmetin^;^th'* 
in him — ^whofe voice, neither the. pleaf^rcs qf 
iei^Cthe apctimul^tipn Qf riches, nprthc^gfa'. 
tification of ainbition^ can filence-r-^proclaims, 
*^ whe^t h^ft thou to dp with pcac?:, whilft thine, 
*^ iniqui ties fepajate bpt ween thee, ^h4 thy God?* \ 
Let us tnake the appeal then to our hearts j 
let us give ourfelves no reft, till vv^c know pf 
a truth thj^t "we have received ChriftJefu^ 
*^ the Lor(J> and v^alk in Him ;" in other wor<Jsjj . 
till the di^hj^rgc of every focial, morat}, and rq^ 
ligious difty affords us comfqrt and cpniqlatrqti» 
"\Vhat would we give — what wq^ild we i^qt 
give — rto feel this comfqrt and ponfolatioHji 
in the time of ficknefs, and at the hour of 
. 4eath ? Then \^ ^he fanner, when ^ fmittcz^. 
with the pangs of guilt,, horrit)ly afraid tha^ 
*' God will forget tQbegracious,and thatHewil| 
*^ (hut up his loving-kindnefs in 4ifple?i;f\^re." 
\yhen the king of aU the earth fliall come '* tq 
*' take vengeance on his enenaics/* may we te 
proteded by the fliield of Chriftianity ! When^ 
the Gofpel is delivering its teftimony againft^ 
thofe who renounced its authority, naay wc 
have a juft, and legal claim, to its pxomifes^j 
and rewards ! When the day arrives in which 
> every 
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cToy inan will receive according to fats works^ 
then> O Lord, kt our im& be; waihed out in 
the precious blood of thy dear Son. Thou 
Lamb of God, Son of Ac Father, that takefi: 
away the fins of the world, have mercy upoa 
us ! Thou that takeft away the fins of the 
world, in that awful day, have mercy upon 
us! Thou that takeft away the fins of the 
world, grant us the remiflSon of our fins, and 
all other benefits of thy paffion ! ^^ 
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SERlSrON III. 

/ 

fROVERBS XXII, 6. 

Troim uffi child iff^t}» w^ hjhouldgoy m4 
when h^is^Qldh^ wH Mt d^pcfrtfrom it. 

IF there be nny thing £>r whioli parents can 
be fuppofbd to be peculiarly anxious^ it is 
the welfare of their children : bqt^ to obtain 
this emd, they very often purfue it by means 
viB^tch difappoint their expeds^tions, and de- 
fiat their purpofes. Their children's welfare 
confiiisy ibme men thinks in fplendor of ap- 
pearance^ or the accumulation of wealth; 
others, in dexterity of cunning, and the arts 
ofdefccit* Few, alas! are attentive to the 
cultivation of the moral temper, to eradicate 
the malignant pafiidns, which either flamq 
out in afts of violence, or gjow in the fullen- 
nefs of -resentment. Few confider it worth 
while to devote their leifure, and apply their 
knowlege towards rendering their children 
docile in their minds, arid amiable in theti 
manners. Aqd fewer ilrilli to (pw the i^ds oC 

Da piety. 
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piety, and nurture the fhoots of religion. If 
is incumbent on every parent, whatever be his^ 
fituation, to . cultivajtc in the minds of hia 
Children, integrity, Iheeknefs, civility, kind- 
nefs towards man ; reverence, love, piety, de- 
votion, towards God. Let thefc be the firft 
,• -  .• •-• •• *■*' 

^ impreffions on their infant minds, and, in every 
fucceffivc period of their rives,s they will be 
infliieneed hy them ; they wrill live happy in 
the Qonfcioufnels of dtfcharging the duties.of 
thjcir ftation ; they will be efteemcd by fociety 
a$ its mod. amiable, and valuable mfcnorbers; 
and, when they receive the fummons to give 
an account of themfelves .to God) they will 
die in his favor, be accepted by bis mercy, and 

. rewarded by his goodnels. 
: Let me then beg your carncft attention,' 
wbilft I urge upon you the care, the inftruCp 
fcion, the welfare — ^the paternal care, the reli* 
gious inftruftion, the immortal welfare of your 
children: for though we may he unconcerned 
about purfdves ; though we may be fg^ defpe- 
f ftte as to veiiturc on the paflage of lije, with 
ik ftormy iea, or .an unikilful pilot, can we be 
fo n>ercilefs, fo unnatural, as to expose, our in«- 

nocento^^ring tp the fame danger ) Can we^ 

with 
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.with unfeeling hdarts, launch them oh the 
ocean of life, only thskt thfey inay be fwallowed 
by its quickfands, or ^(hed oii Its rooks ? 

, I. Every parent, who negledls to acquaint 
his child with the principles of Chriftianity, 
•commits him to the captivity of fin, and the 
power of the devil ; a mafter who pays hi^ 
iervants in padgs ahd fdrroWs, and who com- 
pels them, with harfh feverity, to work out 
their own deftrudioii. 

Children, it is to be coriiidered, have a na- 
tural deniarid oh their parents for both moral 
^d religious inftrudtion. Ahd that the pUrent 
iftiy be ftimulated to the confciehtious dif^ 
chatgd of his diity, he perceives in his childrcit 
a. thirft after knowlege, in the gratificatiork 
6t which, they, generally, appear tb feel the 
moft fenfible piealurC. 

Bcfides, if you ilegleft to irtf^il Principles of 
iht€grtty and religion, the pernicious weeds of' 
profligaty and vice will ibon overrun the 
tnind. Into what follies may not the thought'^ 
lefe youth be betrayed, when' he is fdrtified 
neither by the fenfe of right, nor the fear of 
God ? His natural pfopenfity to 111, feduced 
by Allurements, and encouraged by example, 

'  1>4 Icadi 
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kads him far from the path of duty; and Tm 
paflions» bridled by no. reftraint» plunge him. 
into exceiSe^^ out. of which be knows not how 
to get extricated. Having broken the fetter^ 
of apprehenfioti and ^^ caft away the cord? of 
^^ duty irom htm/* he purfues his dciln^ve; 
courfe, till either the fword of Juftice^ or the 
lod of th« Almighty fiop kb mad career. Af- 
ter a life^ which hath been a burden^to himi^^ 
and a pefl: to the community, he ^>es down to 
the grave, either infe&fible to the mifery of 
his iltuatrofi, or hardened with guilt, or dif* 
trailed with terror. So great is the aeceffity 
of ^' training up a child in the way he &ould 
^^ go, that when he is oki he may not depart 
** from it;*^ 

Let us now fee the advantages ariflng from 
a carefuly and religious, education; 

IL A dutiful add virtuous child, through hi^^ 
ready help, and itfTedionate interpc^ticud, wiQ 
remove notany difficulties which might piorce 
with their fbarpneis, or opprei& widi theii 
weight. He will fhew hb parents, when 
weakened by age, or bowed down with infir* 
' mtties, many expreflions of kindneiV, di£t«te<S 
by nature, refined by education, and cnforcecl 
fcy duty. He will cheerfiilly ieize every oppot-* 
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timity of contriliutiiig to the eafe, and comfort, 
of his revere4 parents ; and ' wiU acknowl^^ 
by every teftimony of gratitude, ^nij demori- 
ftmti^n of honor, the vafl debt, whlck^ 
iiace his firft eotr^nce on the iiage of lif^, b^tk 
been perpetually increaiing. The rplen4or qf 
thc^ great, the poileffions of the wealthy, th$ 
knowlege of the learned^ all thefe enviable 
diiUndiions united — kre not to be compared 
with the iblid pleafure, the pure delight, the 
t^aniporting rapture of the hfippy parent. 
3ut| on the other handi what reliefj^ or comp 
fort,orhonor, can be ejtpefted froin a peryerie^ 
md umnftruAed child ? The natiwd fruits of 

bis ba^rbarou^ temper will be n^g^Q^^ c(»ai^ 
tempt, wd upbraiding* InAe^ <>f tbpf<i Uttif 
attentions which th^sir years may requirci and 
their e^c^iiivQ indulgence of him bath a ri|;bt 
to 4^w^nd> hi3 behavior is ftrongly marked 
by ttfmatvral igUf^^nc^, and extreme brutality^ 
ln^!¥ft4 Qf bfbg fk QoqafQrt tQ th^ir 4«clipiRg 
9g<St be co»l«BJpUt»» t;li«ir (oftovti with in* 
4i;fferQ{H;f , and h6»^ tb«ir Ison^ntations witlx 
4x(imh Tb^ t^&^&ion, that his iav9i« m«l>'» 

«M» af^ cmmi chiefl/ tQ tbftQiflviPs, tp their 
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Icct, pierces them through with many fbrrows. 
They long looked forward to the time of 
harveft, when they might reap the full vin- 
tage of their anxious hopes," but when they 
*' look for grapes^ behold ! only wild grapes/' 
Their- care had been exprefled, not fo much 
in preparing the mind for right principles, and 
implanting, and nurturing them> as in proteft** 
ing what weye caft by the hand of accident^ 
or by the fubtilty of the enemy. 
• It maybe afked, perhaps, in what manner are 
'We to train up our children, in order that both 
the parent and' the child may reap the advan^^ 
tage of a good^ and right education ? Childrefi 
are to be taught that they are members of a 
community^ and that, on the good conduct of 
the individuals which compoie it, depend the 
liappinefs and proiperity of both fbcie^^ and 
^hemfelves. The principles of juftice, inte- 
jgrity, fubftiiffion, relpedl, charity; tendemeis> 
^rbearance^ and all the virtues which adorn 
the human mind, are to be early imprefledt 
The charaders they are likely to fuilain j the 
comforts they are to feel within themfelveS) 
feiulting from propriety of behavior» and 
eminence of merit; the efteeia- denied from 

the 
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the world by the exercife of kindnels^^d hu- 
manity ; by thcie arguments^ and arguments 
like thcie, every parent Ihould inceffantly 
urge his child to the higheft degrees of excel- 
lence. 

But it is incumbent on the Chriftian parent 
to acquaint his children with the nature and 
defign of Ghriftianity, how it conduces to both 
our prefent, and future intercfts ; and, on the 
contrary, if it be not both believed, and prac- 
tifed, the fevere punifhment awaiting incredu- 
lity of mind, and impiety of life* To incul- 
cate this more effeftually, he will naturally 
teach tbiem to offer up their prayers, • and 
pr&iles to Almighty God, with folemnity and 
devotion ; he will bring them early ** to the 
** Courts of the Lord's houfe, to worfliip the 
^* Lord in the great congregation ;*' he will 
teach them the refpe6l due to the folemn day 
dedicated to the Lord ; how it fliould be reli- 
gioufly dedicated to his fervice, and not facri- 
legioufly appropriated to their own. To enforce 
with more efficacy thefe religious duties, he wilt 
inftruft his children as well in the knowlegc 
of our Lord Jfefus Chrift, as in the knowleg6 
of God the Father; *^ for this is life eternal to 
J . •• know 



9i Duty ofFarems to their Chil4reft: 

** knowthce the only true. God, and Jdus OKxiil 
•^ whom thou hsiflfcnt." On all parents this is 
indifpcnfably incumbent. ShalFthe Aliftighty 
be difarmed of his vengcapcc ; fhall our grand 
advcrfary, the devil, be deprived of his mali- 
cious power to work our ruin ; (hall the gates 
of life and immortality be opened to us through 
the propitiatory facrifice of the Son of God ; 
Ihall thefc' bleffings be conferred on us iinful 
men) and we keep our children in ignorance 
of them } lliall it not rather, as it is our' 
boimden duty, be our chief delight, to give 
them clear and diftind conceptions concerning 
them } Obferve the treatment of an infant 
heir to large poiTcflions : no fooner do the fhft 
dawnings of his mind appear, than he. is made 
acquainted with the confequence, and diftinc- 
tions, he is one day to poifes ; h^ is taught all 
the accomplilhments education can beftow, 
in order to give dignity to his ientimehts, and 
Tcfincment to his manners. Our life is only 
lik<^ a tale that is told, or as a vapor v^bich 
appeareth for a little time, and then vanifhethr 
^* away."r— And if fo ihort a life claim fuch 
wor^darful attention ; what ought to befheWcd 
towards the heir of immortality— ^and iiich is 

every 
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every fon and ^ughterof Adam^^to hiqa^ wkd 

is to live at his departure hence^ in a ftate of 

eternal bappitiefs, ot eternal misery ; in a iiate^ 

^hich is iiever to ceaie^ never to have an end } 

%jQt evtry parent feriQufly alk himfclf, whethef 

he has paid the {ludioui attention to (he welfare 

pf bi« chiidrei)^ which its importance demands 

of him ? If as he taught thciti their di^ty to 

Qt^d, and man ? Has he inftmded them |it 

the knowlcge of Chriftianity with the fame 

earneftnefi; of endevor, and application of 

^r|ind, he has taught them the fcverai calling* 

ty which they are to earn their bread, or af* 

iplfed thtm to cultiyajft tlie feveral acconi-r 

pUfliments by whi<;li they are to adorn their 

ftation f Fftw pejents, I fear, can lay their 

Jiands* on their hearts, and fay, that they have 

done their children this common juftice. 

Would to God J could prevail with every one 

whQ heah tnt to take this into hii^moft fre- 

qntent, an€ fericus 'coh^deration \ Would to 

God I could prevail with you ** diligtsntly to in- 

** ftrud: your children in the Holy Scriptures— 

** to fj>eak of them when you -fit in the 

^^ houfe, when yqxx walk by the way, whejtj 

^* you li^ down, and ivhen you rife up I" 

Chriftianity, 
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Chnftiamty, cordially cmbr^cefd^ and clearly 
underftood^ would (hine .with mGridiaa luftre ; 
** your fons/' inftrut^ed in its do<%rincs/^ would 
*'grow up as the young plants; and your 
" daughters/' educated in its precepts, ^' as the 
** poliihed corners of the temple.'* 
> But whilft you inculcate the doiftrincs, you 
will not \>t inattentive to the evidences, of the 
Gofpcl. You will lay a foundation furc 
. and ilable^ on which* may be ereded a fupxsr* 
flrudlure, not to be undermined by the floods 
of temptation, nor ihaken by the tempefts of 
ridicule. •* Every Chriftian Ihould be enabled 
*' to give to every one, that afketh him, a rca- 
^' Ion of the hppe that is in him/* Would not ' 
a man bejuftly aihamed of knowing fb.little of 
his trade^ by which be fupports hi^ j&mil}», as to 
be unable to anfwer the feveral queftions which 
curiofity might propofe, or ingenuity fugg€& ? 
And ihall a Chriftian be fo ignorant of 
his charter of Salvation, as not to be able 
to evince its truth, and demonibrate its Qxi^ 
ginal ? ' 

Jf there be any man who is not yet convii^ced 
of the neceflity, or is not yet prevailed with to 
give his children a really religious education, 

. with 
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with fuch an one, allow mc to expoftalate. 
freely. If he be.rich howcaii he reeosnciie tyvrp 
things fo contradiiJlory in their nature,. a$ to 
be iblicitous to make them wealthy^i or great, 
in this life, which, at beft, is ihort> and always 
vncettain ; and ib barbarous as to negleft pro- 
viding for a future life, which continues for 
ever? Let him look upon hi^ children with 
the ^ye of -parental fondnefs ; kt all his tea- 
dernefs, his fenfibility, his underftanding be 
cxercifed on the occafioi> ; then let him aik. 
himfelf, if his opinions about: religioa Should 
prove erroneous, and his children, through the 
infliience of his opinions, ihould be deprived 
of the bleffings, to which the praAice of it 
entitles ws, what will honor, and wealth, 
and fuccefs avail ? It is not about a bargain, 
a title, or an i^ftate we are difputing^ — ^No ! it 
is whether your children, through your atten* , 
tion or negle^, through your laudable folici-. 
tude, pr guilfy prejudice, fliall be happy, qr 
miferablc, for ever and ever ? 

If, oi} the cpntrary, you are incapable o^ 
fupporting ypur children with comfort here, 
\viil you not naturally ftrive to bequeath then^ 
an inheiritance in anotjier Jife, which will fa 

amply 
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tmplj compeniate for the want <^ one in this? 

Have the jatlsfadion^ J bcfcech you, o/ rcfleA-^ 

. - 

ing; that after all the troubles your porerty 
may entail on them here, they will be happy, . 
through your means, hereafter. 

In the midft of abundance a man may be 
^oot and miferable — guard the fortune you 
leave him with the utraoil iecurity of law— ^ 
though, in ibfiie caies, you pteferre it to your 
family, you cannot make your child profperoud 
and happy. But give him a rellgioiis cduca- 
tion ; inftil principles of integrity and piety,; 
in hts early days, and when he goes out intci 
the world, he will> in general, be adluated by 
therd. Or, if he fhould unhappily deviate from: 
his duty, if ^^ he ihould walk in the counfel of 
•' the ungodly, and fland in the way of (inners,'* 
he will, unlefs he ihould be cut ofi^in the midil 
of his iniquities, amend his life, and will, 
again, adom the profeifion he has io Ihame* 
fully difgracedr For fuch is the power of 
Religion on the ibul, when its impreffiond are 
made in the early part of life, it is not pof- 
fible entirely to efface them. Religion ivilt 
have her intervals of refle^lion ; reflexion pro- 
duces pious refolutions; and pious refolutions 

beget 
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beget amendrn^nt, So trt|e U thp. obfervation 
of Solomon, >' Train . up ^ a child |n the way 
*' he fhouW go, ^d whep he is old, .he will 
** not depart from it.V ^ 

III. Let rne, in conclufion, juft .dbferyc, 
that fuccefa/: in every family, >vill depend 
on the religious conduift of both the Pa- 
rents: let them be jujCfc and honeft in all their 
anions; let them Ihewt^be.utmoft reverence 
for the truth; let them avoid, not ^merely the 
qpfnm^ifliiQn,. but the. approbation, of all pro»- 
fanenefs and impiety j Jet themr^c rcgylar in 
offering up their fanqily,:and private devotions; 
let thjem devoutly pbfervB the (Jay .dedicated 
tptheXfOrd; let them^ attend the moft fplc^in 
of all . Ordinances — ^the Commemoration . of 
the deqth of our Redeemer in the holy Sacra- 
;me,nt; thefe dutics> e?:empUfied in their o^n 
^Coodu;<3:, attended with innocent cheexful- 
ne(s, and recommended by patience, tender- 
jaefs, and encouragement, will enforce theic 
inftru<5lions: the parents, will cpmmunicatc 
the ijjfljLience of religion, ii^fenfibly to .their 
-children, . and excite in .th^m, aq inftindivc 
;cq}j4lat:ioi:) pf imitating tb^mfelves, /*.ip, what- 
*• foever things are honeft, jUft,, and pf good 

^ :: E ** repprt. 
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^* report. Thofe things which their child 
** have learned, and received, and'feen in their 
^ parents, they will tfd."^^TKhc duty of the pa- 
rents, and the obedience of the children w itt 
receive one^and- th? fame revt'afd, '^ the God 
*' of peace 'wiH be vsrith them" both. 
 * That all Parehts niay feel this real, this un- 
'^equivocal afFccftiori towards therr chuaren ; 

* and all^chiHreft, ifv cbafequence, be • trained 

* lip in the way whefein they mould go, do 

* tliou, itoly Jefus, fh^d* upon iis all' the in* 
^* fluences of* thy Grab^, and hf aveWy Bcne^tc- 
** fidft; Maythe feed fo^ni the -reh in- 
' ftrudrdn'-of all m^fters," bate its, a^d teachers, 

» . • -  ^ r >■ V '- . *  ' ' •- 

^ 1pr6duce lixty, artd--an' hundred fold ; "thaft 

* wlien the harvcft, the day of Judgment;, fhall 

* eornc.; and the reapers^ the Angels of God, 
'* fhall be employed to feparatethe w*fecat.6?om 

* the tares, the righteous; from the- \vi(^"ki|0, 

^ ...» - - - » ^ • - « • «■•• • '  

^ every parent may thus . thankfully addrefe 

* himfelf to God, Lo ! here I ftm^ and the 
-'children which' thou haft <]jiven me; ^nd 

* their offspring re-echo in joyful acclamations,* 
-*^ Blefled be he that begat,. and her that bane 
•'* me, and blcffed be the Lord for ever, 'Am.e,|i 
^»*3nd Amca!'*'. 

: -.. ' ' : SERMON 
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SERMON iV. 

tSAXAfi LVIII. 13, 14. , 

if thou turn dway thy foot frdm tkefahhath^ 

from doing thy plea/kre on my holy day, and 

call thefabhdth a delight, the holy of the Lbrd, 

honprabk, andjhdlt hoHor him, not doing thine 

own li^ays, nor finding thine ovbn pUafure, nor 

Jpedksttj^ thine own tObrds i 

thMfhalt thou delight thyfdfin tU Lord, and 
I will cau/e thee to ride up(m the high plmH of 
the earthy dhd feed thee with the heritage of 

' Jacoh thy fdiher\ for the mouth of the Lord 
hathfpoken it, 

THAT the day* \^hich Almighty Mrifdoixi 
hatth &t apart for the commemoration of 
the wonderful works of his creation and pro vi- 
delicet ?is well as of hl« mercy and lovc^ in the 
redemption of our ibuls, 0iould be regarded as 
^'dk^ of itidolence or amufemtfht, of buflncis 
drt^pation^ which it conffffedly is, by a great 
^ttfl 6f, even the Chriftian, world, is a circum- 
ftance we cannot too deeply lament^ nor 

£2 labor 
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On the dtd^nt Dhfervance 



labor too urgently to correft. If the defign of 
the Lord's Day is^ ^ to irnprefs , oij our minds 
our own weaknef^ *aml mfuffictenty, our de- 
pendence upon God for every bleffing of both 
this life and ^another; if it he to wean our 
afFccSions gpatly,frpm this i^arthly fcen^^ land 
tQ .prepare us fof aa eterjial abode, to x^elebratc 
fi^e^eHaftjng fabbath, ihalt we fi;uflrate its 
^lerciful deiign^ by /'do^iij^tjuro^in ways,*by 
f finding our own. pleafure,. Qic.fpeaku^, x)ur 
^ own w'ords/^proftitutlng ittQ.tr^^ 
ments> unx^eceflKry yifits, or^ feryilq^ cx^qu^ 
tioi^s? NPv ^'* R€mQrnbQr,'\\fays th^ Capi- 
Qjandment,, V whofe ^writing, j^s^ the, writi^ng 
^' of God, remember tbc faiihath 4^Y to keep 
*' it holy.'* . 'A . 'V 

My purpofe in this difcourfe is, to consider 
in what (nann/sr the Siinday PUglit; tE^^^ ffcpt, 
together witb:t^e_adv^n^agj8^axif<ngif!!9^ 
inftitution; after ; wh}ch, I ^all earnpftlyiejc- 
hort j(Ju to ;thp .devout^ an,d religious eb&ft 
vance of it. • ' . • ^ - i •;,"•. 

L Now- *^to keep, holy the iajbb^fhj'; ^r.ia 
tlje words of tjie text, tq *f eall tl\e..6,l?fe^thi* 
''.-delighti ..th«5 hjply of the Lor^^^it^^s jB§t 

iufficient merely to attpn^ pyj[>lic wor&ipj aiii4: 

then 



^'■■■■ojfii^ HorSt my: >  §5 

1 
I 

&im ''ttf tJhink th€"'biJfineft" of tlie daj* <JVer. 
I^ov '-T&-'< can tfie'Yabktb a ieYighl, '^t^« 
**liC)ly of thb'Lbra/' is' to pit ouV faiiFs into^i 
nej^enlywatne fand t^ftiperj' to m'editate on 
tl»c Sreadfiirilatb df mafe '^i'thtfut a-R^edfticH 
aridJon^e ftupeildote& aethod^by wblcli odi: 
Iledemf)tiSn was? aceompliflied ; -to return; out 
^evou^ 't^ankfgivings^to^Alhiivii^jr Geld fo^ 
liis'faper^undaint-"k)Vfe exprcfl^d to^rds xxs; 
%6«iiA^e'^ur •*ra?i't§-~knowri unto JiiMrb^tli 
t'etiSi)&ral-aha^l'^iriHlal-r^6 beiccchbim'to be 
«lway§'-wfth iis to'profeft u9, and Wfeft us ; to 
■'4ct«t* •l&lrte"part of .tfcfe, diy''fe)''t'h6-Vei>i6tts 
fchitai o^thc Ho1y'6fcriptiu#e&/Aat'#^'nTay 
%atai;%^, llft^ tinder{&ri*; aftA feel, ih'hdw'|kcii^ 
<llai* & taaiiifer wfc Chnfttans'are'the-objo^s 
4**4il^'lJv%, arid fmy- thereby eMdiot, 'more 
^tMiafefe; to |ileafe hitii.^ TKis li *o'be done 
Iw^bltf^ dofet, an4 'oilr-'feltAil^. ' But' to lc'(icp 

h<}ly>the febbath '^ay, We ar^ Klcewife to Attend 
'^ plitliic wof^ji:^' God, in the cbngregi- 
-tSori;' There v^k afcfSy dlveft o&rfelves of 
-tfvery tbitfght Whkhr-^rftUld withdraw' our 
-«ftbail»ns fttmi ■f|)ir"it«al* Sbjtas, atid' pre- 
'vcnt,  iftV my degree, "our " Vv-orfhlppin^ 

' ' !l E 3 " God 
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On tkumout Ohjfirvjxnci 



<^. God, in ^irit and In trttth.^ If wnyinm 
<^c^ to thi$ wiiycrfal fynQdty, on thc^abbaUl 
4By, I appeal to that man's - heart in^ th.e |^8^ 
i^nce of Qod^ who Icnows every bought of 
i^^ whether hi^ obj«dk>D does not skrife froD^ 
bis avcriion tx> reli^ous^ and ipiritua} e»x^ 
«iie& ? I 9pp<^al to his con&i^nce^ whether 
Ht dpes not feel more pleaiure in the esxerci^ 
of his buiinefs, the improvement of his wcailtb^ 
the gratification pf his appetites, or the )i$xit 
^hisfiiind,.whatever it be, than in the wotp 
^ip pf iGrodi a^4 the celebration <^ R^ljgion^ 
The Lord's Day is d<iigned as an emblem of 
li^vep. If the ^Ucity of Heaven condil m 
^ imre 9Qd ^inttfal wptlhip^ in " iinging^^ 
^ and. night to Him ti^at w^ apd m an4 191 (0 
qqme, to the Lani|b' that was ilata but KlMi^ 
for cvpr;" <»]ght we not to fxmMet^lSMi 
Xjord's Day ^ sftf excellent )»/ep9TaHV9 ipir thi<t 
divine employment } "For if we hal»ieat0 this 
fprptaftp of Heaven, which <hd, by, th»»- Mf 
inftitution, ba$ j^ven uft bere^-etemityi'-M 
lyhateyec light we rifwit, prefimts b«t «4aw^ 
I^choly, and comfoitlefs profpeid;. TPm/^* 
Tout obfervance of tt.e Loid's I)^y f^l 4|ttn« 
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geii^ ^x, minds, will mifc tfiem,/rom things 
bflls^x t9. things abovc> w^iU qualify us to ^a;*-. 
ticipate the joys r^rved for thofe who are|^ 
taught W9rthy to celebrate an eternal fabbatK 
in Heathen. — >^ 

:Xhe,inftjtution of the Lord's Day is pecu- 
i.brJy Calculated to celebrate our Redemption 
frQp|'i]n> at^d deliyerance from death, by the 
Qipirits of Jefus ChwiJ. . That day God the 
F:S titer bleffed ;. God the Son rofe on that day 
from the dead ; on .that day God the Holy; 
(ifeoft fjefcended .from Heaven, to complete 
the, ^ork ofjx^ur- falvation. And .can we be 
Chfiftiaj^,^ a^d .uo^ (1^^ that bl^c4 

^j!> ifl' ^hichf th? wonderful loye of, God to 
bis^^;C5€ftt|arc§:^i3 fo copfpiwouflj ;dij4»layfd ? 

Ca|i:i^A'V^.:Gb4ft^^^ 4nd:nqt rejojce ia the 
rsi3arrtof;^hat holy ^y^^ux which we celeljrate 
p^r S?^^?Ql?ti9^ .frpni miicry ; in which , wf 
b6bc44>: b7..;f4^,^,tl\e.,bappinefs to be.enjojcd 
bj&ibft:^ whaJ5)}:e Xfod, . and obe)', iiis will ? 
Caij ^^J)p C^irifltians, and not rejoice to com- 
roflPioiate that . dlftinguifhed, day, which, 
thswgh in{Jitul[cd for His , honor, was inft^- 
tutedy ait the fame time, for our good ? a good, 
vhicb furpafles every human tongue to re- 
count, every human thought to conceive. 

E4 The 



p^^ On ihedetiout1uh/ti^^ 

THc a^v^ntagcs* reiultirig ^ f^^ tKis'divittc 
inftitutlbn 'vsrtU eafily appear, By tatirtg the 
flighted view of* the poliAed nations of aiiti- 
qiiity, and the favage tribes of the prcfcnt' 
times, who were never blcffed with a know- 
lege of that facred day. St. Paul delineates 
tne charad'er of the former ; apd from every 
account given us by thbfe who have vifi ted 
tlic latter, tKerc is, God Knows, too ftriking a' 
rcrcmblaince. "Being filled' wilh all un- 
'* rigliteoufnefs, forriicatibn, vvickediicfs, c6- 
** .vetoufnefs, malicioufnefs, full of envy, 
" murder, deceit, nialignity, backbiters, liaters 
*' ofOod, inventers of 6vil things; difbbedicnt 
*'\to parents, covenant breakers, without natu- 
" ral' affciiioh, implacable, unnierciful.*' And 
I fliall riot be thought liricharitable in faying*, 
that they who, in a Chriftiari country, are lio- 
tdrioiis for* the profanation ofthe febbatn, arc 
guilty, in an eminent degree, of many of thcTr 
vices. This indeed is eafy to ^c accounted 
for. When men never hear the lieriuAcitf- 
tions of God againfl; vice, and have %c6ti 
brought yn with fcarce a /enfeor God on their 
miiids ; when they never heart ncitements to 
virtue, 3nd exhortation^ to religion ; when they 

live 
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live without \vttr&i)»|iiiig<%od itt pmaAb/4nd 

^fevcrjdln in anyaft of reilgkMs^wdiAipisiatb*^ 

tKeir fellow creatures ; ' caii it be a> limtcr of 

fiirprt2e> that, as^ they Openly Tidatcrifae coat* 

mands of Godv they • ihcmM adratace .witb a 

pfogreffrve and rapid motion, neithcn' ^'Itorlbae 

^^ Gbdnbr regard' man^?'* :*..:- 

-It is perhaps to the inftitution of the fid»^ 

bath, that ReligioOi is^preiferved^ alirp in:^the 

world. For by having a fixed tinabtowodbip 

Gbd, thofe who Would beftow tfaeh* ieifiirb to 

. eflimate the : value, and^ devote their* liwoR to 

tbdtle -themfebres to the> bleffiiig^rflf Bd.i*- 

gioh^ haVe, ih ' every age of Chriftianlty, afr^ 

.fembfed to pcriform their public dbjurotions^ 

and communicated the influence of iShem to 

<heir children, anid to their faffliJics/ifiylwhiahL 

I3fieftris, Religiort, thoufgh difitegariedf by^ttifc 

gi^ati defpifed'by the vulgar, ridiculed ^hy tbc 

IkS^ritiousi ^nd el'vil-^nttreated by the . prdfauD, 

has not?orfy withftood ^th^ir fcvtewl attairfes, 

fcut triumphed'=^vter their united')boftihtiCT. . 

^^-IL I. Ho^ dotnt to •e^poftulate * withnhcrtfe 

-^b*/Hd, nbfcWitbftaitidiErg' theriitdiranfaj^es deriTttd 

fi*6tfa the fabblth^ lite in the pmianation of it. 



Ml On tisc'd€ii9Ul0^rtwtce 

' To ikoDw tibct 'God' lias oxvman^^^ 
laUmth^ l;o ba* kcptidcred^tQ hiiii£elC 'WQuldb'^ 
Mbitieati. oncmght iiQagior. to pj??TmI witH^ 
eirmy< buaxaiL boing, to^wbons this knawlego 
k imparted^ lasiigiouily to observe < it. Woi^ld 
txi God experience coiixeidcd witb tbi& feafofir^. 
able expe^tion ! How tboi? «acn, .'f wba.4o 
*< -their DWnplcafurc. on* jGrod's boly 4ay/Sih^ 
tendato joftify. tbek inibkn^ condud. thcHr dfir 
clned . rebcUion .towsrds: tbcir Maktn isiQOt 
^iily to be ccmceived* Would to God t oould 
pte^eail with them ito cQnfider^vere)it.be/too 
late; botw tbey wilLftandlilee cmmm^^^UdS^ 
accufed, and' fcll-comiAtd^rbofort tjuc^^Qtrnt 
Tributiali^ wiidMiutenfi iinglr^igijmeat to Mg^n^ 
in V their : .excafe ! ' WotihL'^tb. God lifccteld 
prevail iidth then to confidoc^ ck it h^ lia^B 
late, die beneroknt defigp of the Ali&ij^df 
in" ktftituting. the fabbatb day» thf^t it hy&m 
their unfpeakablc advantage, both pre:(filt 
and. futtue ! Nowv when God^pmpofdty .oidfers 
an adyanta^totnian> what can/ bo faid id viiv- 
dscation jof .him, wbo^ fpums the graqiDius 
ofiret ? With, what black ingnUatQde, . ;«dth 
wbat prefumptuous difobeditn^^ : witb./wMt 
darmg provocations does that man Aand 

chargeable ? 
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fi^fiif^ in fpcndiog the Lord -sPsyia tdiene£^ 
ititemperdm:er and dcbaucliafyi ivben tt is 
cdti^idcred, that ^' tfaey ^cdio do-^ch tbtngs/*.8n 
ivafitonly violating the &cred hms of God', 
and'briiiging down ufxm^thetr c^n heads^ ^* m^ 
^^ digfsation andwratli, tnlnilation and anguilh*.^* 
The day) God hath diftifigui&ed» by com*- 
nianding, ^ot < only a cd&tion from hbai^ 
but an a^al tdbfaratioii of ireU^ona wodhip, 

tvhat isiit^but SL^finahmdkgmty'i ; Wbat^ is 
»tt bftt fiya^^ wcvtwottld ^noty could une daobfc !6ir 
imYiUvvs^ ^ib&CK Ooditotteigii overHd?''' hxA 
ttAmt it is to pA^t&Xum 'mdiout tb&rfpfaere 
il^jdimie fKTOtd^an;' what it-i&to makeGod 
^imi^tyr our eodoby^ ye; who prd&no) tho 
iibbo^i^Teoimeile^fthe. thonighl^ if y^ cafi» 
wi^kithe Jf^eafiirei atifing ,fiom. the pio£ulatocft 

. ::'i^t Xtttmgi^tal txsu the lalait who ionDslsthds 
iltiMid^ the &ri!we of ther Charch> and stk 
hittir Iwitcther t^Rvetia not more fatis&^oa ih 
f^iibiidj^cofi&ffing his fins, and be^thg fm^ 
iddi^vfot tfaem-^-^tfaooghbeniay not, and inch 
anr oiie cannot^ ifecl a real vital* ^iii«'of picey*^^-* 

than 
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OnUe de^i\Qhfer^nee 



waodsriog :»hfoad ff.fackmp xcitwd fin^k^s 
*^* lentil J9t pftttfllHin^of plwiur© which is at- 
tended v^irtb painiuiofi^s. m the pucfuit^ with 
jAiiappcmtmetit; in tho.poiriE^ioa^ and with 
mmorki'm the fefle<6iiaii:? Let mj:^ appttal to 
the »afi» ^'.iVffao caMtb .Dot ibr God> iij^thcr 
'< li^tb God id all Kb thoughts/' andfaik hifti, 
mhksi miUiom . of . jcreatures > duougjbout . tk^ 
«CiiiiAum iFvorld^ lare ^^coftrattiig 'dacmfdlarcai at 
«thothc<piQ:o£0K3icy»iand glbrifyiog iCiodf:a8 tt 
av4iB> Withvoh« voice aisidvoi^ft baait^iifvip^wt' 
img^ ibrgivtuids^ . faToc, ^/istippart, , ^^idi^^idiBr:^ be 
dm&. not the '&inejMad;>oOt}M^i|)dt(^ft'ia^^ 
4wi:o£*<tfa«>f«0)i3p^bai;of oGed,( of 4hft inipi* 
teiiGfet ofGmtct ? ; Ust ) mc ;a|s^teal> tf .tb» i»i|a> 
ti^a.'^f kci^sdat jbhe ,i^ddbith doronir ^liiUiitiAg 
;ttictt/'. .and aik biiii^ if that licordsiD^jr iJac jdn 
fembkm of Heaificn> if i ibhc^dc&^ir* t<r pvc- 
pare him for the celebration of an everl26:ing 
iabfaa<lk». what fimfxai: hfi is.to facf^Ain.the 
wnqgi^m qf hli&^' wito ;cannot heftow.ta* vfifsr 
^homi^ Bq thQ:r6tiiin. ef every •&Yctitliid0^» 
rvppqrhi^. Maker aod £i^deeinei:> Or iltl^e 
ribirth :^{o , iQBiiicb, 4hi&: a^pfiitfaAce pf; R<lig^ 
-HM^i^tontd'imbHs Atfiffoip«> ^ auuwt jiy Hdte 
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iny 'patt[r:of :ti»B temaitider of the. ijrff W 
ibt'i<kt$ itieditaticmj private prayer; ahd' th« iM:«- 
qui!(ltioA of ^^that knoWIege which wiliinako 
^ hlni'tvifc uitito'jfalvatiob/'' but 'fpimds it 
it! lifetelTnei^ ^nd indoknce^^or in theiatigues 
of 'bu()rfefs; ' or th« aMuiemedts of company) 
CoaM it be' fuppdietd,-: th^t iUch. a*, man had 
rS^dsiWd > lan express cinaithand froipan God» rto 
^ efteem the fabteath a delight, the holy of the 
^ Lotd, houoxkble, andlto'honcltr it bytefisaiiin 
^ ing to do hi^ own wayi,' to find his owiv piefai^ 
** lir«?;'br td'fped'k: hislown wordsl?T. CouWdt 
be'fiipfo]fed, ^at'ifuch >an one' put ]b« qkhn 
to the happitod$'oVlervi«4g»Godifor 1^^ 
eVerK'It is ^' WeUncb^ify cowftdewttion, that 
iJhc frtifiilfeft |)r^tiGe i^iadifpofitibn, ;tjife.vi«rjr 
iap^rehdifioti <£ nbfkvorable weather* thtf hiofi: 
tf iflitt|;>tfti^agemente, 6r the Icsaft tcaE of ,biifi-' 
{j^i^- Wlllplevefit many, Tery tl)aRj?>fjtiiai*ap^ 
pcariiig'at. " the fcoufe* c£ God; imd jotabig 
*/ * ^tttt^ J die: ntul ti tade in praife; aad thaafcf- 
** giving," V :HoW .natural it feeias» that) on 
ihb retam a£ ^every fevfeatk day^ ^ the .pt)Qr 
fltbuld tiTcinble at the.hou& of Giad to bfig-bis^ 
biding lanfl^^cqtekfboii, :to deplore th^ir of* 
feiices ihd ttanlgreffions, and to f etum thapk) 

• for 
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fer ihh hsiithi and Ibeogthy at«} tmphymtnt 

il^ppDit tfaemfdvesand thi:ir familiei^ ! th^tf the 
temsuhiog pa^t of the dar^ lihould be e«npk>)red 
la refle^ttjg on theiD cohi^ioa, and pre|>arix)g 
for tbalr^tiv ^vt^ierc Virtnc will befrntrapbant^ 
imd pittt}R ennobled ; for fchat fiatcr >¥h^ all 
dilftih^idnfi^ but t^cblcdSbd4iftui^on§.of Be:-- 
ligfolf> ce9& iorevcv ! HQW^atural th^t tbc ndt 
fitouid>te;ftify their feofc of .God'agoodneis^ib^ 
a&toblinrg with- tho;&^ to wboih FtoviA^c 
halb rdeiikd fo lasj^v a ihate of wmldly iedtax^ 
^t^,v wdi that: tbeyi.ibaoM^ not' fiiffbr. tlioii^ 
attemknioe on. piiblbr/worihipi to bc( iiM^ti^ 
rapted/a3iwe.txx>)l&€qu6ittl^ fde^ by aa exonc^f 
ii(sa)of pleafiite^ anjei^agement^of bufincfsy^w 
a: -vifit of. ceremony ! ' Their «ani jrfc . ta fCH- 
cieuy^ and .gratitude ta God demand ipftthern^ 
a 3rery tdaCqsmt obfervance of the I^td*^ D^yu 
He Tvbo .inftitnted it for his honors imd ou( 
benefit^ he^it is to whom they ai^ indfebted^ 
for the- means of. pleafure, the avocations of 
bufineis^ tbe diflnmdions of ceremony^-^and 
ought engagements^: Aich as tftsefb^/ to take 
place of his honor, and taiuperfcdc hb v?or-^ 
fliip? ^* Do ye thus tekpaitc the^Lotdr 

How 



of theLdrJ^tDay. . 7i 

How natta^al ^that tht o^pdrtuniti^ <tf 4ifippir 
ncfi^'vdbich arc io kindly put i^to ybtir hftfi^ 
flibuldbi itriproved'to your ctetftal felv^tiottf} 
Let us all ^ be perfuaded, tny •i>fethitfn» 
hcnccfotthy tor " hallow the fibbbatbi'', to 
ccafeon rfiat day^ffom *' doing our 'OIvti ways, 
'^ fcekihg our bwn p46e(ute; ok (pdaki^^ our 
^^ own i*x>rds ;'* but 4et Us ddigfe? Ourifelvtss^ih 
thttworlhip, and fervite of God*} lot us*, on 
th&t day ppTticularlyi . ^^ call-'oUy • is^Sya* to 
*^ remcmbf ance/ ' examinmgv widi ^Uriift isS- 
pailiality, asnd :fevcrc- attcrttion» iwhebher -At 
day, which was; intended to pi?6ttiOW-r* afeftVe 
all ^hers,' out fattlrer welfkre, bath : not toAreii 
been -conTCrtfed to fchc:purpofes of tbrpKi'iiido^ 
lence,:^ Gitr tioentious pleafurc JLet ibt inaay 
fabar ^xkmples of thofe whofe carect in 
wickediKzfs was commenced by profamng the 
faHiatb, and terminated by an JuiitlnKily 
doath^. wara every father, and every ma^er of 
a^ibddtly, left the unhappy end of his chi}dr<iai, 
o^>of any part of his houfhold, fiiould rack 
bim>with the .rc£cftion^ that, either fcd^ccd 
by his exaroplt, or encouraged by bis conni r- 
anee to profene the Lord's Day, the guilt 
^tj> incur, the  puotihfDCizxt they may fvfFeJtj, 

, .:> . flxouU 
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,a|9£icipAte r the wnfyX hour iivhcn iwe^ il^U l;e 
on theb^ of 4eat|)r9P inhabitant^ as it \ver9, 
.of b<4:h Woil4» ; .wlfcj^^r i^e^haU bedii^a^ed 
iwith terror^ ^^arnijQgi beseeching, conj^ing 
,aur/aficmblcd family^ A9t to fpend the fabbatji 
intiiecbajiaef wC'l^v^jiijpent it.;, or whether, 
.locdcing -ypoa 4iS9th 5v«(hout affright and 
ramMemeQt, we can ex^c^t them, as we ha\^ 
vdooe». to if^ dci Ukewife ;*-* c;spr€^0ing buin)|k( 
-hopes^ .thfttjt nftiBrrJjftv^jRg: pafledpui; fabba^ m 
itbc . Qtm^mgj^tlon^ of; men on parth^.« wg, i^l 
ri!i«i|l:bt^}.AM>|teLd« i$l\i^P\igix the merits aa^ 
;igt!lji3fa<ftioo . pf Jefus .Chri^, t9^ celebrate .an 
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SERMON V. 



LUKE XIV. 18/ 

V 

They all with 07ie confent began to male excuje. 

IN the parable from. which thefe wofds are 
taken-, the difpenfation of the Gofpel, of- 
fered to the Jews, is aptly represented under 
, the fimilitude of an entertainment, to partake 
of which, thpfen guefts were invited, and 
when it was prepared, and their company" ex- 
pelled, they fent in their feveral eixcufes. At 
the time they fhould have attended, they were 
employed in very, different purfuits. In con^ 
Icqucnce of their refufal, thofe were bidden, 
who were more likely to embrace the offer, 
" the poor, the maimed, the halt, and the 
'* blind." Becaufe the Jews, to whom the 
bleffings of the Gofpel were firft tendered, 
"thought thefnfelves unworthy of everlafling 
" life," lo ! fays the author of the apofloUc 
afts> ^' we turn to the GentUes," lignifying that 

' F the 
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the Gentiles, all the other nations upon cwth, 

 

Ihoi^ld be admitted to a participation of theiri*. 
And great indeed are the bleffings of th^t 
Gofpel our bleffed Redeemer catoe into the 
world to promulge ! Great indeed are the 
bleffings offered to all, who are oppreifed with 
thp burden of fin, and terrified with the appre- 
henfion of punifhment ! Yet though the GoP 
pel alone can remove the load, , and avert the 
apprehcnfion, -how many totally rejeA-. itl 
how many refufe the taking of its eafy yokis 
upon themfelves ! My dcfigu ip> to flxew the 
nature, and end of its raoft diftinguifhing 
Ordinance, the inftitution of the Sacrami^nt 
of the Lord's Supp<jr— inferring from thence 
the iridifpenfable obrigation all who.embw^e; 
Chriftianity are under, to. a frequent. partici- 
pation of it--;rto expofe the weafcnefs and 
infufficiency of fbme of the excuips offered 

fojr a negleift of it — ^nd in cpnclufioh, earneftly 

» 

to exhort you ** all, to eat, with one conJfelit, 
*^ of that bread, which is the life of the vforld; 
^f and to drink of that cup," the cup oi, ^bi? 
new Covenant, which is the ** Blop^t of 
/' Chrifi, flied for the renjiiffion of our fins.*' 

. And 
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I 

And |W>fubj.e(9:, furely, can more ufefuHy en- 
gage our attention, e^ecially preyious to the 
adminiftration of the Sacrament, wjben it is 
confidcred, that of the great numbers who rcr 
gularly attend the fcrvice of the Church, fb 
few. in comparifon, comme^norate the death of 
their. Redeemer. When fuch men have their 
cxcufes removed, if they ftill continue deaf to 
the invitation, let them confider, when they 
Ihall ftand under the arreft of death, what com- 
fort they can give tbemfelves, what cojifola- 
ti^on they can receive from others : with Jo- 
feph's brethreti they will fay, " we are verily 
^' guilty concerning this thing," * in that it was 
' intended for our benefit, and though we were 
^ convinced of its neceffity, and conjured to 

* receive it, in order to '' our fouls' health," 
^' we have deferred it lb long, that if we, re* 
' cfeive it not, we perifti ; And if we do receive 

* it, ^* we are guilty, perhaps, of the body and 
** blood of Chrift our Saviour." 

L The primary defign of the inftitution% was 
** the dontinual reniembrance of the death 
'^ and paffion of our Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
** Do this," fays he, ** in remembrance of 
'' rtie." Left we ftiould be fo ftrangely incon- 

F 2 fiderate 
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fidefatc as to forget the ineftimable bleifing^ 
derived from his fufferings and death, tbi^^ 
Rite, he, in his wifdom, inftituted, to render 
them the objeds of perpetual contemplation. 

And what could be better adapted to pro* 
mote this pious defign ? When we fee the 
bread broken, and the wine poured out, we- 
behold by faith, the body of our blcffed Re- 
deemer, hurig, pierced, and nailed. for our fakes 
to the cfofs ; his blood (bed for the " wafli- 
** ing, fan<ftifying, faving, ally who draw near 
*^ with faith, and are meet partakers of thofc 
'' holy myfteries." 

\^^2dly.) We are to frequent the holy Sacra- 
mpnt, not merely to call to mind our Sa- 
viours death and paffion, but to apply, the. 
beacfits of them to ourfelves. We, who pro-r 
fefs to be Chriftians, are in commjemoratiori 
of our privilege, to aflemble together, air 
adorned with the fame drefe, the rightcQuf^ 
nefs.of our Redeemer j all endowed with the 
fame temper, the meeknefs of the Gofpel ; all 
fupplicating the fame bleffing, the falvation 
ot our fouls. . This blefling, the Atbneraen]tof 
* : our Saviour hath orocured, and the Sacrament > 
i$ a principal channel through which it is 

r conveyed. 
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Conveyed. If, my brethren, this be the path 
irt which' We are to walk,, if this be the gate' 
through which we are to pa fs, what obliga* 
tioHs, do we think, wc arc under> but of gra- 
titude to our Saviour, out of regard to our- 
iclvcs; to accept his invitation, and thereby 
make his merits, ours } An obligation of fuch 
a tiatiire,'fo univerfally binding, fo clearly in- 
difpenfable, that, I hope in God, no one who 
noW 'hears me, will, upon any pretence what- 
ever, refufe to fulfil it. 

(sdly,) Another reafori, why we Ihould cele-' 
bratc the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is, 
thaif during oiir progrefs through life, we Ihall 
refceive the affiftance of God's holy Spirit; and 
thisrcafbn furely defet'ves our moft ferious at- 
tention. If after vvh^t Jefus Chrift hath doiie 
and Yuffered for us, our falvation isftill, if we 
mtght dare to fay it, incomplete ; if it he ne- 
ceflkry; that the third perfon "of the everbleffed 
Trihity IhouM be employed on the iame 
crrandr— not merely at the firft promulgation 
of the Gofpcl*— but to the "very end of 
'^ tRe wotldj" how much doe^ it behove us 
to 'invoke his affiftancCi and to obtain it by 
whatever means are propofed to us ? We 

Fs muil 
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muft be loft indeed to all ftnfc df h{tppme6> 
tec muft be totally uncemcerned aboUt what 
will become of us hereafter ; if, when GocJ 
offefs us his affiftancci we reje^ it> " and will 
'* none of his comforts." 

A fourth reafon, why wi ihould celebrate 
the Lord's Supper, is, the pofitive cornmand 
of our. bleflcd Saviour, ** Do this in remcm- 
" brance of me. This do ye as oft as ye drink 
" it in remembrance of nic." This cclcbfa 
tion of the Ccfmmunion he commanded th 
night in which he fufFcred ; a few hours only, 
before he fubmitted, '* for us men, and for out 
" falvation," to be hung upon the crofs.. 
Were a dying friend, one who was going to 
lay down his life for our fakes, ftricftly tOr en- 
join us, in remembrance of what he was about 
to do for us, to tomply with fuch orfuch^n 
injunftion; and that we might not be tem|>ted 
to forget it, to confider it as his dying requeft 
— as the token of his kindnefs, and the e)cpref- 
fion of our gratitude---could we be {o bafc^ fo 
xmnatural, as to difregard, as abfolutely to tc- 
fufc to comply with fuch inJun<^ion ^' :And 
yet, fo fcandalouily ungrateful are thbfe, who 
abfent themfclves from the Lord's Table; 
One thing yet is to be taken into the account, 

you 
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V 

you ii% toanfwer for this \Miaccountablc n^* 
Itdti t\k\% monftroQd^ ingratitude, before tbiD 
throne of God. :  ,, 

- IL The excufes-men offer in their juflificai- 
tion, I now proceed to remove. ^ 

'' The firft excufe men ufaally offer is, that 
they 'are {o engaged with the bufincfs, and 
employed in the cares, of life, they really have 
fiot time to prepare themfclve?, as they could 
wiih, for this moft fblemn Ordinance. A very 
plaufible, fpecious excufe it is. But what ? 
The feventh day is their own ; on that day 
they can attend the Church ; they can devi)te 

: ibme part of it to the reading of the fcripturcs ; 

/and. they can efvery evening at leqfiy.oi their 

lives, fpare a few flriinotes to thank Gpd, with 

thfeir. families, for all his bleilings. They can 

, refrain from fwearing, drinking, and from every 

. ather excefs. They can keep a " confcience 
** void of offence towards their neighbor/* by 
paying what is ftri<ftly due, by demanding, 
and receiving no more than what, in juflice, 
they ought. Will the obfervance of thefe 
duties encroach upon your time ? will th^ 
obfervance of thefe duties prevent you from 
making a hcceffary provifion for yourfelves, 

F 4 and 
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and for your families? You arc cbnvittced tib«t 
it will not ; the confctence oi every .<)de 1»11$ 
hitu that it will not. Let your confoi^nccttheh 
be obeyed. The excufe is removedr^ Con*- ' 
vince the world — and what is of more coiju- 
icquence— convince yourfclves, that Religion 
is of too .venerable a prefence to admit fifch^ 
infiilt, or neglecft. Let neither '* the baying 
'* a piece of ground, the proving a y^c- ^ 
^f oxtn, nor the marrying b wife;-! in otb«r 
words', let n6 worldly ,bufinefs whateveip hin- 
der your attendance at the Altar of the Lord, 
^' For how will you efcape, if you ncgle^ €o 
'^ grjcat*' a rhean of " falvation ?" 

Another excufe with many is, that they »i?e 
fo engaged in a courfe of fin, and have io ex- 
ceedingly provoked the Almighty, they air^ 
afraid to commemorate that great facrifice 
offered for their iin$.. And fuch are all thoie, * • 
who live, in every re fped, as though they had 
neither a God ^o worfhip, nor a foul to iave ; 
who ipend days, vveeks, rrjonths, and years, it 
may be^ without ever retiring to their clofet to 
thjahk God f*for their creation, prcfer\ation, 
\* and redemption." Well may fuch men fay 
that they arc afraid of receiving the facraraen^! 

But 
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JBrtI vihp^^ m his. fcnft% would ponti|iuc to run 
Ihat T^if^ of vice, which renders him liable to 
tliifi; juft judgrpcnt of God ? If you are indeed 
imh finners,, V fin no more." ** Waft^ yc, 
** ,ipak^. you clean :'' appear .at the Altar with 
a. real jcoptrition for your fins p^ft, and an 
iifiaity refolution, a fervent deiire, to pleaie 
p0d foi; the time, to ^ome. God will ap- 
prove, - accept, confirm your i:^folution. He 
^ill convey his Grace in the holy Sacrament 
tQ. enable ypu to keep it: ,w;th your change 
jbf iifeyou will perceive a change of, diippijU- 
jtioo ; ^owever fmall it m^y be at firft ; how- 
ever expofed to the chilling froft, or the 
if([;orcliing.be^t, it will .ftiU take root; you 
•will .have the fatisfp<ftk)i> to iee it bud, bloi^ 
ibm, and. bring forth fruity a large infjceafc. 
That fingle plant, . a refolution to lead a «€w 
life, dh^riihed and foftered by a frequent par- ' 
tialpation.of.the holy comn^union, will become 
a nurfcry for all the othier duties of Reli^on. 

.•There is a third -cxcufe, for not frequenting 

the Sacrament, often urged by men of a very 

..different complexion; by men who lead honcft, 

moral livcsj regularly attend the Chufch, and 

are not very remifs in other re}igipu3 duties; 

yiFhich 
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which rs, that an "unworthy receiving wiFI 'ex- 
poie thehi to eternal damnation. The offiginal 
iVcfrd/Yrghiliei Wnljr judgment, or cofademna- 
ti6n;' and m this place, in a temporal fenfe; 
and fd ir blight to be rendered.* Itveasfirft 
made ufd 6^ to deter the* people of Corinth 
from the eJccefs, which,' at the celebration of 
that holy feaft, they ufually rtm into.* But 
were the danger ever fo great, the cbnftquences 
ever fo dreadful, we ate exprefsly ccxmmanded 
by its divine author /to *' do this in remem- 
" brarice'bf him/* Let not then, a farlfe tender- 
nefs of cbnfcience prevent any one from cona- 
membrating the love^bf his . great Redeemer. 
The Saviour of the world never could enjoin 
what, in its nature, or Its confequences, would 
render us liable to that wrath, from which to 
y redeem us, he vouchfafed to die. 

The laft excufe I fliall mention, which is 
indeed the parent of every other, is, that 
fiibuld men relapfe into fin, after having com- 
municated, inftead of expiating, they are ag- 
gravating their guilt. This excufe wnll vaniih 
whenever you frequent the Lord's Table, with 
a fuitable difpdfition. Know once what it is 
to receive the Sacrameiit with " a lively faith In 

"Chrift, 
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** Chrift, a thankful remembrance of his deaths 
f^and m perfed: charity with all men;" and 
•' the commandments will appear tk) longer. 
*' grievous, the^yoke of Chrift will infenfibljr 
become eafy,. knd the tufden of Religloii 
im.perceptibly grow light." Compare, for a 
moment, a caurfe of wickedncfs and vice, a 
heart you are afraid to Ipok into> a dread of 
God's avfenging wrath, with a life uniformly 
regulated by the maxims cff the Gpfpel ; ^* a 
^ Gonfcience void of ofFcihce," and an humble 
affurance of eternal felicity ; and you will net* 
abfent yourfclves from the Lofd's Table, 
through an appreheiifion of thereby multi* 
plying yoiir fins. The Communion being the 
moft folemn part of the Chriftian Religion, 
the defign of a frequent participation of it, is 
to invigorate our fouls, and fecufre them from 
the moft infidious attempts of temptation. 

Having (heWed the nature and defign of 
the inftitutiort of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper; the obligations every Chriftian is utidef 
to a frequent participation of it ; and removed 
the excufes (bme men make for their negleA ; 
in order that what is delivered may awaken 
tfee thoughtlefs, alarm the impenitettt, en* 
, courage^ 
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coXirage the / defponding, confirm the be* 
liever--7the dcfign of all difcouffes from this . 
place> :beiag folely the falvation, not the en-^ 
tcrtainm^nt, of thofe who- hear them — ^I will 
prefume *a little longer . on your . patience, 
\vhilfl: • I earneftly exhort you *^ all, to cele- 
" brate, with one confcnt," the death of your 
Redeeriier s^t tis holy table, - • 

III. It is a no leis mejancholy, than juft ob-^ 
fcrvation, that many men fpend their whole 
livtiSj without once making the expcded^ re- 
turn of gratitude to God for his fuperabundarit 
kindncfs, without once prefenting themfclv^fs 
at his fable ; though ^f they are bid. in the name 
of God ; thoygh thpy arp c^Upd in Chritf s 
behalf^ though they are qxborted as they love 
their own falvation;'' though Almighty God 
himfelf, in the perfon of our Bedeemer> has 
commanded it ; they liycas if they '>vcte with^ 
out churchc;?, without minifters* without. fe^ 
craments, and ^^ all, with one. confent, b^gin 
*> to ,make excufe." Excufe !• From wha^t >« . 
Why, from commemorating theirRedemptiOtt 
from fin ; from commemorating their Re-i- 
demptipn fiom whatthe Scripture, in thembft 
awful and emphatic language Itifpiratipn ever 

didatcd. 
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didated, ftiles.^^ the damnation of biell." * To 
fuch, if fuch there be here,! am now to ad- 
draft myfelf* You will confider that, though 
you afe called Chriftians, you have no right 
to. the name ; it is a title that does not belong 
to you. But as you' live in a Ohriftian coun* 
try, and are therefore bound, as the citizens of 
a Chrlftian ftate, to conform to the laws of the 
religious compa<9: ; l>e perfuaded to aik your- 
felves this natural, yet important quieftion : ' Is 
' it not my intention before I leave this world, 

* before I am fummoned by my Almighty 
' Creator into the regions of death, and the 

* abyft of c'ternity, to receive the holy HS^cra- 
' ment ? And your own reaibn will anfwer, 
^ In fuch a fifu'a^ion, when you are oppreffed 

* with {ickn^ft, diftra<3:ed with pain, ftung 

* ,wit:h guilt, agonized with death; the Sacra- 

* ment can have no efficacy, convey no blef- 
' fing, (incc not gratitude and duty, but dread 

* and terror make you deiirous of receiving it/ v 
If the Chrrftian Religion afford fuccorin our 
dlftreft, comfort in our troubles, fatisfafcion to 
our defires ; thefe qonfolations are affuredly to 
be found, in *a worthy obfervancc of this its 
diftinguilhing Ordinance. Plead, therefore, 

in 
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in the celebration of the Lord's Supper — yon\ 
of all men, have the greateft occafion— fojthe 
pardon of your fins, the acceptance of your 
peribns> the fandlification of your hearts, th« 
iaivation of your fouls. The young and old, 
the maftcyr and the fervant, the rich and poor, 
the learned and the ignorant are, on thb impor • . 
tant iubje£t, alike concerned. Let us, then,' 
all, unanimoully, ** with one corifent," like the ' 
grateful children of an indulgent parent, or, 
like '* the fnow and hail which,fulfil his word,** 
do w^hat he enjoins, and let us, in this aft of 
our obedience, *'fliew the Lord's death till he 
"come" — till he come the fecond time to 
judgment. It is not, believe me, in the power 
of genius, or within the fphere of learning to 
invent an excufe that will ftand the teft of 
examination. Let me, if yc fear God, if you 
value your fouls, and nothing dcferves valuing 
in comparifon with them ; let me, for God's 
lake, for the iake of your fouls, let me prevail 
with you. What fight can there be fo awfully 
pleafing, as an entire congregation ; th^ higheft 
and the loweft, the wealthy mafter, the de- 
pendent fervant, the needy laborer, confefiing 
at the altar of God> their joint dependence 

'upon 
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upon him, and praifing him *^ for his inefti- 
'^ mable love in the Redemption of the world?'* 
This we believe to coiiftitute the happinefs of 
Heaven. Let us exhibit the rcfemblance of a 
heavenly fociety on earth. To ufe the fymto- 
lical language of Scripture ; " Come, for all 
'^things will be ready." It is your Saviour, 
your God> who gives you the invitation. 
*VOh ! come then to the gates of his Altar 
** with thankfgiving, and into his courts with 
*^^ praife ; pay your vows," your vows of obedi- 
ence, ** in the prefence of all his people," left 
he be wroth with you, and.give you up a prey 
to the error of your ways, and to the vices of 
your hearts ; ''^ but if ye feek hioi he will be 
*> found of you." *' Oh ! confider this, ye that 
'* forget God," ye, who feldom, or never, ap- 
pear at the Altar, '^ left he pluck you away and 
*' there be none to deliver you." 
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SERMON VI. 

HEBREWS XII. 2.* 

tiOoking unto Je/us^ the Author and Ftnt/her of 
our Fdhh, who, Jbr the joy that was Jet before 
hlnif endured the crofs, dejpifing the Jhame^ 

WHOEVER coniiders the great expence 
at which Salvation was purchafed> the 
in valtMiblc Sacrifice that was offered to appeaie 
an incenfed DcitV;^ contemplating the milery 
lie mav efcape, and the happinefi to which he 
is entitled^ will, with a heart overflowing with 
^hahkfulneifs and admiration, exclaim, in the 
devout, rapture of the Pfklmift, •' Lprd I w|wft 
'^' is man that thou art thus mindful of him, 
'^ and the Son of man that thou fp regarded 
*' him !" 

When ourfirft parents had eaten of the fruit 
of the forbidden tree, and renouncied the pro- 

f Freached at the celebration qf t^e Sacr^f nt 
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tcftion of infinite goodnefs; 'when, by theiir 
difingenuous reyolt from the lenient comijiand 
of their Creator, they had brought fir^ into the 
world, and qopifBualc^ted its efife^ to ^11 their 
pofterity, death; when the whole world was. 
in wiclcedneis, , aqd^ alienated from God by 
wicked works; then it wasjr when there ap- 
.peared up way to efcape, that the Juftipc 9f 
Heaven required latisfai^ion, and ^ Sacrifice 
was demande4 to free us from eternal 4cath(|| 
Chrift Voluntarily became that Sacrifice for all 
tbcjf^l^n rebellious race of Adam, atki> b}F Q^ 
iering up himfelf irajnaculatc-rr-^' withouf: fj^t 
>^ ox t>kOTii9^*^~reconciled ja woyld of finnen. 
to his offended Father. 

• {Jc died for ug, that we, i^>y his death, noight 
have pe^ce; and reconciliation yvith Gcgd ^ that,^ 
l>y embracing his^ Golpel, and ai^fwcrii^g thp . 
cnjiof.its promulgation, we might .^njqy the 
fclif[ity of Heaven, and fit with him^^lf for 
CY^j at the right hand'of;God. Aqiidft the 
temptations then of this world, the engage* 
iiient^ of bufmefs,; the allurem^e^tspf pl^^re, 
the pr^^yalence pf,(}i(fipation, what abundapt 
reafbn, what perfuafive motives have we to 
*' run with p^itlence the r^ce that i§ fct-before 
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f* ua^ locichig u^ ^fus, t^ Author -^ndjP^ 
:^^ 4i&er of our Fakhy ^)iq^ /ofr tl^ Jo^ tb^t 
r^ waa fct before iw?i, ei^wp^ tbp^c^, 4f- 

In order to convince us of the neceifi^f . §ff^ 
.ojsoitc'usto tfw iijra^lice, of treading i/i our 
tM^Cx's ikps-» M «5Wy "Chriftiaiiy .^fpiy-^ne 
.>vbO wi^ie^ bis Sav^Qur liot to h%i^ ;4i$d ..fqr 

:lul¥i Un vain, !evef^ jOttlfq 'vvbo k,. tlw^y»:fto 
.<»mtticmofatc hi».4e4tH ^ .tfes.bfijjr 3i£m< 

^? ?4t^c«l t<ix>econciIe m? to Qe^J^cvf^ 1m- 
'<;bJayed,<:Q»dcnHwd, csrHGifie4.V. > ^. ,. • 
o.t /Jfefleaions, like thefe, \yill anii»ftf<^ljj./fifitli 
nwgw tft^wpbrftt^ Jibe glorious .truths, with r«- 
;fe^|tjj>« t9 maintain the iaving ^oi6krines, yrith 

iibe il^gngelical di^nj^ifip, 

- . „0(jftCl??ifti^,.%i«tbiiig?nor/: knatju??^, 

;^d juftly>.fc<juiJ5q4«; tl»an lucre jiiorfl%, Wie 

-fu|<^^ Wf« PJjr.mindf to t^e fouy^c; qf ,aU^fi!pd; 

Wfiar?, IQ cpjjiid?? ourid-Ye^ the brethtf^i^ of the 

.|U<%u9>eF fif t^e world, the fom an4 dasghteic, 

iVA#>ption,0!f |lin[i, by^^m^e be»v?ns and 

t :■: G2 the 



^ The Si^ertMgs and 

the earth were made. If ve teft in a f 
cultivation of the mbnV teiAper> we are 
bloflbms without fruity and^ by promifing, lb 
fwrly, we 0^ but aggnvato 0ie di&ppdat* 
xnent ^ 

*' We are to walV in aH re^ds, '^ wor^ 
^ thy the vacation wherewith we are caBed.^* 
<^The times of ^* Jewifli ignorance^ andGetf- 
tile idolatry^ << God/* in eompaffion, '' winked 
' '^ d^ S but now/'' in this klid of Hght> iliumt* 
n^kted by &6 glorious diiplay of th^i 6o^p€)» 
^* be hath commanded"~*and woe be < imtb 
thoie who difbbey bis^mmands !— ^' all mefi 
♦•every where to repent." The Go^l h^ 
^veu us ^^ as a tight to our feet^ and d, Ivir 
♦< thcurn ip our pathsi'* to inftru^ft us in the 
kiiowkge of our duty^ and incite us to tiie. 
praflice of it. f^ If I had not come and ipokeq^ 
♦< to thbn» they had not hadiiui but now they 
^f haw no clokc- for their $n." The Religioo 
into which we ate baptiMdi b eminently dif« 
tingoiihed, by the ptirity of its do&rines, by the 
]tiifaae& of its precepts^ the greatneis of its pro« 
miies^ 1^ awjuln<eis ofits ihreatSi the edrtaiiiVy 
of ita Inwards, the Severity of its puniflkraents. 

At^iM^ ai^d excetlent Religioa ! . Wjhiph^ 

J' makei^ 
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makes out gteatdft intcreft bur dutjr>^ which 
infes, improves^ jcnnobles bur natort^ quaUfiM 
m for the hi^^Ntoeft of another lile, vnd dH** 
poAa out fi>i|ls fox the true enjoyihent of it ! 

. : '* What mahAer of perfbns^ in all hofy ow 
^VveriatiQiBi iaud godliaefi/* this Religion re<^. 
quires ^^ us to be/* how ierene in our tempers^ 
how exemplary in our Condud, how devout in: 
our afie6tipnS| as, it ought to be the objed of 
otir .'moft ieiious enquiry, £o to be really {wh, 
will afliiredly be an inexpreffible fupport, and 
coii^lati(m> in our moft trying circumftancea. 

. To diofe who Irve under its influence, who 
areaduatedby the ipirit, and enlirenedby the 
comfort^ of Religion ; to thofe who, this day#' 
demonilrate their obedience to the commandSf^ 
and aflert their claim to the bleffings, of Ghrif^ 
tisrnity, by partaking of its moft diftingutfliing 
Ordinance ; to you I appeal^ whether the yoke 
of Reli^on is not to be preferred to th« firee- 
dom of unreilrained licentioufnefs i whether 
there is not nu>re fblid fatis&dion, in medita<«^ 
tin^ on the ftupendous mean3 by which your 
fidvati9n was accompliihed, than in the indul«^ 
gence ' of your defires, in the pofleffiorii of 
we|)th, or the diitindipn^ of Tani^ } 

Os To 
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§9 Th Sufferings hid 

''. To vi<tt^ tWi^ fcenes bfthbli^ of tlsdcMI 
dTOod^ the proper iubje<% of this da^^s.me£K 
t^tloAy let us approach, not wit&tbecon^deiiM 
of bhlldreii; but witb the humiillty of ierr^fc^; 
til4^ugh hie b '' the Lord:of aH lardd/'' Vwhilft, 
m th€ cha^a^e^r of a Sbtx, in tbc airum.ptk3ti of 
th^ Ifiiman nature, we ^Kdchowlcgc hb SHiri^ 
nky^ d^d ftdbre his Oodheadv we; fhali he inA 
ilmfted' by his example* 

When the lile^ tvhich was commd^ed ' ii» 
ibiKgence, and c^bntimied Jn (Mtimskfy^^^^a 
to be clofed with •* the Ihedding of innbcc»0 
^ blood ;'* that we might hnow fot dur corfn- 
iott he ** was fiichi a high pricft as, indecdybc*/ 
*{ came usy was MtaMc to the fiafie 0f fnctb 
^^ finfiers, was totiched with the fetfings oi^ 
^ oto? infirmities ; hi^ foul Betattle cscceeiliixg: 
^ forrowfuT, eien tinto death r'* He praydd,* 
therefore, with the moft profound hiinaiiitf/ 
thtt he might, by the exertion of Omaalpo^) 
tence, efcapc the piercing miftry which vifi?* 
biy awaited him; ''Abba Father, aiktlttags^ 
** are poiKbfe unto thee, remove thb: eviptifrcazr 
^ me; sieverthde&, nc^t txn^ vrSl bnir.tl^ bet 
^ done?' Liord of nwrcies J tfidft thou ftdgUft 
thyfelf ta fuch alarming apprehenfioos fbv tph 
tteHious, for apoftatcv^man .! Though thy life 
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"^id t>een never fuUied by tranigreirion, tbougk 
thy confcience never felt the agonizing pangs 
i)f guHt, did thy foul, inoocent as it was, Ihud- 
ider at the thoughts of what an iiuquitous tri- 
bunal W4S abput to iijflift on. thee ! 
. To avert, or at^leatt to fufjietid the bittcrnefi 
iof iRalicc, the Fury, of zeal, the' itopctuolity of 
revei^e» th^ holy J^fus, the great exemplar of 
iill goodtieisi appeals to the mnocehcy of hip 
^Q^ and the tenor of hid behavior, and the^ 
without an e^prt ofjefiftance, or an indication 
of refentmeflt, refigns himfelf with this rnil4 
^eq^iefc9nceJ ",this is your hour and th? 
*' .powpj: qf da^tfieis.'' How literally >vas ful- 
i^lled the prophecy of Ifaiah ? ** Surely h^ 
** hath born dur griefs, and carried our forrows, 
V-y^^ wp did iefteerp hirn ftricken ' for his own 
p^cn(:es, *' faiitten of God, and afflided'\for 
his<j>,wn filjs* *' But he was. wounded for ouf 
** jtra^igreffion^ ;. hejgfas bruifed for our iniqui- 
j^tip^; th?, <;hftfti^ti^#nt of our peace was upoiji 
i^Jpiipi, :}nd by'hU'ftiiip^? vvc.are healed. He' 
^^^ wfs pppreiTed^. and h^ wajs afflidlcd, yet be 
V,opened ijiot^his mouth ; he is brought as % 

^Uwnb to the .(laughter, and, as a flicey 

G4 "before 
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yd 'the &tferinlgi mi 

** before her ihearers is dumb, ^fe he opeiteth 
^'.not his mouth.** ^ 

His behavior beibre Pilate, amidft the in^"^ 
fults of a deiperate^ and enraged populace, itu 
dicated the fame meeknefs, and htimiltty. 
When he \Vas brought into the Judgment- 
hall, ^^ the ehief Priefts, and Scribes, vefae<^ 
*' mently accuied him/* They proceeded 
iWther ; they fubomed '^falie witneiTes; but,*^ 
as is ufuieilly the cafe, where perjury is to be 
the bafis of AicCels, ^^ their tc^imony ajgreed 
^^ not together/' So great was the confuiion; 
that nothing (coiild be heard, but '^ away with 
^* him, crudfy him, crucify him/* Infatuated 
taien ! to preferik malefaAor to the letemal Son 
of God! 

After having recourfe to every expedient 
which malice could dcvifc, at ingenuity fup- 
ply, the auguil aflembly who fat in judgment 
upon him, attempted, like the Herodians oh 
another occaiioni by an infidious queftion, to 
entangle '< him in his talk. Art thou the 
*' Chrift ?" His only reply was, ** thou iaycft 
*' that I am/' And was that, Pilate, was that 
ground fufficient, <m which thoti mighteft 

cracify 
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ci-ticlfy an innocent pcrfon ! if thou ittuft 
dblige the chief pricfts, wouW it not be endugfat 
^* to fcottrge him aiid let hirti go ?*' Happy 
Vvould it have beefl for thee, had thy oon^ 
Science, whidh a<!;knowleged liim rightemis^ 
enforced by thy wife's adoionitidn, *^Hav€ 
** thou nothing to do with that juil: man/* 
fuggdled to thee to oppofe with boldnefs thcit 
clamors, and " tojudge righteous judgment !** 
But, ihftead of yielding to her fuggeftions^ he 
did not even reftrain the infults of licentimi^ 
fury ; ** they fpit on hini, covered his face, 
" buffeted him, and cried, prophecy unto us 
*' who it is that ftnote thee ;" intending cither 
to excite in him a (pirit of impotent relent- 
tnent, or, on the other hand» hoping, if lie 
were indeed the Chrift, that he would mira- 
Culouily deliver himfelf out of thtir hands. 
Between two malefa<ftors, men notorious for 
their atrQcious deeds, thtfy inhumanly crucified 
him, a deaths of all others, the tnc€t painful 
and ignominious. There *' behold, andfce» if 
*^ there be any ibrrow, like imto his forrow, 
'' wherewith the Lord affliaed him V Behdd 
our high prieft offering up the great faciffict 
for the redemption of ibuls ! pouring out fai^ 
» own 



19 fh^l^jferings-md 

ewit blooct on the altai: of his crofs ! apd wti\tk 
by m^kia^ an atonement for thd fms- qf the 
iRrhoIc wbrid I Behdld thy Saviour in all th^ 
toirments that malice can inflid, in all the 
i^on\f& that n^ttire can lendurc i Behold bint 
paib and languid^ bleediiig on thfe ctofs; hi$ 
head encircled with thorns, his hands pierced 
with nails, his feet all i:orn and mapgled ! 
When he had hiiiig three hotirs, the iportcf 
lwaittonneis> , the fcofFof brutaUtys tbfe yidiri| 
of rage, finable arty longer to bear fuchexqni- 
^tt |>ain, he cried, ^^ It is £nilhed: and ^6 
** botwed his head, and gave lip tkit ghoft.*^ 
In confirmation of what he had declared^ that 
*' he was the Soti of God, thcte was darkneis;,** 
though it was . open day> *^ from the iixth t6 
'^ the. ninth hour.'* The fun was aihamedi 
the moon refufed her light* " The vail of 
** the temple Was rent ih twain froiti the top 
•' tp the bottorifi, the earth did quake, th^ 
*« rocks rent, the graves were opened* ^pil 
many bodies of faints which flept, arofe,an4 
appeared unto many/* At fuch unh<card"»of 
prodigies, what amazement, what conftcfna- 
tion mufl^ have fallen upon thofe who cried 
wit, *' crucify him, crudfy him V Whrttfeat 

and 
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|md tirmbHag nraH bare iektdvtkeic hea^ 

** t|:xiLy tiais wa«thc>.Si3ai of .^ :% 

,. What ufe £ball we make q{ thi&iuftwfiivi^ 
Icilbii? • Aflurcd^ Lordr of . thy ^gpodnefi, ^4 

* a*vedyby thy -majcfty, we dedicate out Uv:ey 
^ tx> thcci Wc a« iicncefomard whet thy 
^ holy xcfligion^ requires^ and our ov^n hettts 
5 approve.. We are mlling td be^ to dot t^ 

* fuifcr, , ^iiatcvery in thy wiidom>..thou flxak 
f ordain. What will prohiote thy glorji?, the 
^ good of men^ the ialvation of our i^ulj^, That^ 
^* wc embrace with, cheerfylaefs, and puffiic 

* with ardor. We approach t\iy tablc» JLord^ 

* with the deepeft humility, penetrated with 

* a fcnfe of Oiir unworthiis^cfs, and worthy 
' only through the merits of thy Blcfled Son* 

* May the bread which came down from he«- 

* ven, " the body of our Lord Jefus Chrift/ 
^ nouriili our fouls unto eternal life, and may 
' the cup of the new covenant, the blood of 

* Jeius, tefrclh us with its vivifying powers ! 

* May our condu£l teftify the coiiverdon of 
'our hearts, and eihibitthc practice of thofe 
' virtues of which the life of our Redeemer 

/ t .- / . ^ was 
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Tiras eotttpoied herd on earth, and trhkh ikt 
the bbft oF all dblatiofas that are oficrcd 

r 

him now he is enthroned above all hei^t ! 
As thou haft cleanled us, Blefled Jefus,,of the 
guilt derived frotti our iirft |>arents, do thotk 
gracioufly be pleafed to prefbnt us ipotleis, 
doathed in thy righteoufhtfs chily, to God 
the Lord and maker of all. M^y our nAmcs^ 
through thy iirdiftible inteix:effion Vrith the 
Father, ** be writteh in the book of life/ 
that, '^tvheii we have mtl the itice iet hd6xk 
' us, and finiihed out course,**! we may be 
bleffed, for ever bleiTedi vt^itb the light of dijr 
conntetuince T 
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TITUS II. 8, tliBT Thnt. 

^ ^rrJJavftig po evil thing to fay ojyon^ . 

IT IS peculiar to the Chriftian Rfcli^on^ K% 
require of all who proibfi it^ the praAice of 
every virtue^ and the cultivation of ev^rjr grace, 
both civil, £>cial^ morale and religions. It en- 
joins the greateft care and circumfpeAion^ left 
others fliould be infeded by the contagion* jOt 
influenced by the prevalence^ of bad example. 
And to preierve that care and qreumipcAioa 
alive in the mind^ it reprefents iis zs Hvii^t 
contii^lly, under the Providence^ and ac- 
countable to the Jufticc> of Almighty God. 
'That the yokeof Chriftianity^at the fame time, 
might be eaiy, aqd the btirden of Religion 
'lights ail its Ordinances arc calculated to inspire 
m with airdent hope, and invigorate us with 
invincible perfeverahce. But there is one diif- 
tingutihing Ordinance, the celebration of th$ 
•Holy Sacrament, which has- a powerfal ten* 
deqcy to make us take fuch heed unto our 
!Way8 that .5' no CYil thing majTi }tti%i be iaid 
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♦* of lis. And as vfc have (o lately appealed 
9t tiw Altai flf G^ (t9 ^ifjrjeTT cfsir vows, and 
pfoclaimour obedience, let mebegyourferioo^r 
j[KtteBlIon,^vi(biJ^ I .e^devor to, in^refs upon 
CMor minds th$ many and weighty ol^ligatiops 
v« afe^joCtis uixdef, to iivc/ witH^^ixch vigi- 

)fGievi4^i|tl^,^ifeafef^4a:|o«^^Ur ,to declare 
>ppC4, inf U^ftf-Qiiuie^y ^f . , the, <S9%?V . -J^T.^* 

-Y«»t,tjbftxi^^:h?p4, aad^ %>ft fMp»4;: fff 
-and ftas?«Wfiti^Ie we.o»y/ojs|»c.^£^,fl||^. 



f0 t!»mMmkani4. aioS 

^ wc difch&rg^ oXit duty in the ftatc of life 

^^ iinto which il bath' pleaded God fcvcrally to 

•^^ call us/- the time' tnfty be not far difiant, 

*wlicn the Tibbie, the ivcaltby, fahd the learned^ 

^fdmenting the M^antof that knovVlcge, whicli 

VouH'h^vc i^ade them wife unto ^Ivation^i 

iifay escclaim> with ind^gnan^ diiappoiiitm^itti 

^^ \^e fools counted their \ivcii m^ducfs, anS 

'^ their end to be wlthbut honor ; but how arfe 

'^f they nurribirid amongft the ch«di?en of Gfod, 

*^ and their lot \ is amp^gft the -faihte P? Biit 

'^en-we are to corifid^r; that it i$ riot the meft? 

aft' 6f TCceiving the Sacrament ivhidft will te^ 

pi/mtriendus to mercy, arid entitle us to fe^ard. 

•'v^o ilrengthen our rdblutions^ ' to aniriiatfe 

'fA^i- ehdevors, and confirm biir faith, i6t us ttf- 

ffdiSt la^oA the declarations, ai>d' the promifcs 

*we niade^ before we approached the ikcttS, 

'Altar'. '' ^hat "we had' truly and earneftly res 

*** pehted qff oUr fms, that we wci^ in love aiSa 

^ itharify \vith our neighbors, and that we iri- 

**^t^(fea'to^edd,a 'new life,'''wre'ae^^^^ ife 

«^^*m(:8t''fblfelnh'Trianner, in ^hfch* creitdwis 

<^ia'^e%cfs therafclves fb thfcir Creator. U 

^m^pft iriib ourTorincr 14^bits, if the drunk-^ 

^rd a^irt drotvn his ft^cuHies' in intemperance, 

if^ the fwearer continue to utter his Shocking 

imprc- 



iaipiecatlap V ^^ ^^^ m^uii pcrfift in hA ui$ oT 
•deceit, ifthe itapderer r^^iicam not. hts.tpngMf 
,from cvU-fpeak^gi w« may fayiofi^qhi^JwA 
Peter faid to Anani^^i *' tbpn Mft no^ Ucd wito 
i*' mcii> but unto Gc«d/' ^* Pid v« n0t no* 

.^ knowlege and bewail our jnanii^d iAlW fWid 
♦* wickedncfa. which *wc, fronj tiwp tQ^ ti{ne» 
^^ bad cQoifpitted agaijift thq Div^n^ Mf^e% 
f' of Heavcai ? CM lye not d^^lare tlicip to be 
^^ grievow untp Wf. m^ the burden of tl^m 
V to be intolerable V — ^Ai^d can w^ /^ifc ^ 
oblitejrate jt^ie re(pen}brance pf ftiCQ;^^ wad 
fender their burden lighter, an4 c^^;^ to be 
born, whw w<t are rep^atipg the f^m^ iins* aii(i 
the fanxe provocatip^is I Th? necefj^ty of an 
uniformly pious life does not, it is true^ accorfil 
yrith the unaccpuntable ideas many pcpploct^- 
t(Vtain concerning the Sacrament— ?th«^t it .ia 
neceilary it Ihould be received a^t the three .fc(^ 
tiva^si, and other ^t^d f^afon^, a^agoQd.oJd 
c^onf tifOi o^^t not to he broken* Np ! let 09 
.man f;yer pollute the fapred brpad and wine» 
^|th h^$ unhallowed lips, viho does npt mcai^ 
benpefprthf tp become a better fftatkTrwho does 
not mean> henQcfo|th|.to regulate his conduip: 
by the p^recepts of the Qofpel, aud to pradi^c 
every virtu? it enjoins^ and r?uo\ni9C eyery vice 
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it fwhids: if he communicates from any other 
principle, if he does not repent of his fins, alnd 
amend his life, *' he is guilty of the body and 
" blood of Chrifl: our Saviour~he eats and 
*^ drinks, dreadful denunciation ! his own con- 
•* demnation* Judge, therefore, yourfeives, 
** my brethren, that ye be not judged of the 
** Lord.'* Befeech Almighty God to *^ create 
^* a clean heart, and renew a right fpirit, withr 
*' in you," to enable you to fulfil your pro* 
mifes, and keep your vows. "We offer and 
" prefent unto thee, O Lord, ourfelves, our, 
" fouls, and bodies" — fuch was the language 
of our lips, and of our hearts, I trufl, — " to be 
•' a reafbnable, holy, and lively facrifice unto 
*' thee, humbly beleeching thee, that all we, 
'* who arc partakers of this holy Communion, 
*' may be filled with thy Grace, and heavenly 
*' benedi6lion." After having entered into 
fo folemn an engagement, will you violate it 
through w:antonhefs, or trample oh it With 
contempt ;^ efpecially when )ou cohfider, that 
by fo doing, you are " provoking, moft juftly, 
•* God's wrath and indignation againft you?*' 
It behoves us, indeed^.Ghriftians, '* w^hd defire 
*' to obtain, by the merits and^e^th of Jefus 

H -drift. 
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Chrift, and through faith in hia blood , . fpr- 
givencfe of our fins, and all other benefit? of 
" his paffion," to aft with peculiar caution, 
that " no evil thing naay be faid of us/' Let 
every mafter of a family fet an example to his 
houfehold, ^' Ihewing himfelf a pattern of good 
'* works," by his piety, his regularity, his 
equity, and juftice, in all his dealings and tranf- 
actions : let him obferve the Lord's Day with 
the ferioufnefs it demands, both attending pub- 
lic worlhip hinifelf, and requiring his children, 
and fervants, to do the fame : let him on 
that day, more efpecially, acquaint himfelf 
with the revealed will of God, and inllrufthis 
fatnily in the, moft ufeful of all learning, " the 
" knowlege of God unto falvation :" and, let 
him take care, that he does not exhort to vix- 
tues -he neglefts to praftifc, or find fault with 
the commiffion of vices to which he is hinafelf 

i. 

addifted : let him lliew, in his whole beh^vipr, 
what conftitutcs a good man ■: whatever rnay 
be the prevalence of his difpofition, and ti^rn 
of mind, whether exceffive paffion, gloomy 
fuUennefs, Ibrdid avarice, whatever ** be the 
*' fin which eafily befets him," let him guard 
ftriftly againfib it i let him mafter the unruly 

inclination 
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inclination which may have made hinj a 
trouble, or a terror, to his family, unhappy in 
himfelf, and offenfivc to others: let him be- 
have to his fuperiors with refpeft, to his equals 
with cheerfulnefs, to his inferiors with conde- 
fcenfion: he will then be, what every one 
ought to be, a good man, and a true Chriftian ; 
he will be inftanced as a man who pradlifes 
what he profefles : his life will be an example 
to the good, and a reproof to the wicked : Re- 
Ifgion will; through his conduct, fufFer no di- 
minution of excellence, feverity of ccnfure, or 
coldnefs of difdain : but, on the contrary, by 
producing in him fuch tranquility of mind, 
and fimplicity of manners, will be recom- 
mended to the notice and obfervancc of thofe, 
who had all along thought, '^ there was no 
** beauty in it, that they fliould delire it.'* 

Let fervants, and thofe whofe lot it is to be 
in the lower ftations of life, coniider well the 
obligiations they laid themfelves under, by cele- 
brating the bleffed Sacranient. * * Exhort fer- 
*' vants,'* fays the Apoftle, in the words fol- 
lowing, the text, by which he means all who 
depend on others for their ftibfiftence, *' to be 
" obedient unto their own maftcrs, and to 
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^^ pfcafe tfeerii" well in all things, not anfwermg 
*^ again/* not rudely nor impertinently provok- 
ing them ; " not purloining/' not wronging 
them of any thing, however fafely they may 
do it; ^' but (hewing all good fidelity/* behav- 
ing thernfelves with fcrupulous honefty, ^tid 
watchful care, that, by this uniformity of Con- 
ixxdiy " they may adorn the doftrine of God 
^* our Saviour in all things :'* let them confider, 
wete they in the fituations of thofe to whom 
they are indebted for their bread, what thty 

would naturally require of the people they em- 

• .... 

ployed : let them often refled, that it is in 

» 

their power to occafion many vexatious difap- 
pointmerits by perverfcnefs, negligence, and 
thdughtlefTnes : let them, as they rta^ ttot 
have had the advantages of education, ende^or 
to reflram their tempers, and humanize thiir 
minds : let them be r^figned to their humbfe 
lot, not murmuring, not repining, but ^-^ let" 
*^ them patiently tarry the Lord's leifbre:'* let 
them continually offer up their fjrayers to Al-^ 
mighty God to endow them with thofe virtiies 
which become their ftation; and let thctx^ 
prailfe his name, that their conditfon is no woi'fc. 
Let the Sacrament produce thefe bleffcd, thcfe 

f evangelical 
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tvaz2gtli6al efro&s--^hc effe^s it naturally 
ought to produce''— and every maftef , lip^hatevcr 

- may l>e bis own fbntimeats/ orhisowncon- 
dudl, will devoutly wiih for religious fervants, 
and for every one he employs, in whatever 
capacity, to be religious. 

And here, what ihall I fay, how (hall I ad- 
drefe myfclf to thofe, who refufe every invita- 
tion to receive the holy Sacrament ? Say, after 
ye had departed from this houfe, dedicated to 
God, when you coniidered what bleffings the 
people, of God were re(ce,iving, whom you had 
left behind, " did not your hearts burn within 
" yoti ?" When you confidered the obligatioi^s 

. you are under, out of gratitude. to your Re^ 
dcemer, out of regard to ypurfelvesi to receive 
the blefled. Sacrament, did you lool^ on this a6]t 
of carelcis negligence, or rather, of dcfperatc 
defiance, without indignation, and without 
abhorrence ? Did you think, aftej Jefus Chriii 
had fent you an afFedlionate ijivitation, after he 
hi^d given you a peremptory command, to eat 
«j[jd drink at his own table, you werejuftifiable 
; in not accepting his invitation, in not paying 
<)bedifnce to his command ? It is the iavita- 

> 
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tion of him, who, to reconcile you to Godi 
flied his blood on the crofs — it is the com- 
mand of him, " who is able to dcftroy both 
** body and foul in helL" For the negled: of 
this duty, no man'3 confciencc will, I believe, 
afford confolation : you may hear its remon- 
ilrances, at prefent, without concern; but when 
death draws nigh to execute his commiffion, 
you will then be overwhelmed with its re- 
proaches, and diftrafted with its terrors. The 
feafon of death is awful, but death is only the 
prelude to judgment. At the bar of judgment 
your excufcs are to be weighed in an even 
balance, and, you are confcious, *^ they will be 
^'found light." Wereyou enjoined theperform^ 
ance of certain duties by a human Legiflature, 
and, in confequence of yournegle<ft, werefum^ 
moned before 4 court of judicature, if ypu 
could offer no flronger reafons in your juftifi^ 
cation, than you will be able to affiga for^re- 
fufmg to. receive the Sacrament, howey<?r 
fubtilty might invent, ingenuity evade, ox elo- 
quence adorn, be your mode of trial what it 
niight, you would^ unqueflionably, be ^pror 
nounced guilty. And whether corporal, pu^ 
fxiihpippt, or fine or imprifonmeiit, or death, 

in 
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m all its aggravation of horrors, is more to be 
dreaded than the irrevocable lentence — *'De- 
'' part from me ye ctirfed into everlafting fire" 
— rbe yourfelves the judges — ^but judge, for 
God's fake, before it be too late ! 
* Suffer me, in conclufion, again to requeft 
thofe who received the Sacrament of the Body 
and Blood of Chrift, to give all diligence to 
adorn their Chriftian profeffion. If you pre- 
tend to ^' fet your afFcAions on things above, 
'* where Chrift fitteth at the right hand of 
*^ God," let it be your conftant care to mani- 

. feft a peaceable demeanor, upright condu<ft, 
and an holy life. If you run into the fame 
exce^ of riot with other meli, you furnifla the 
dftcmies of Religion with the arms of truth, 
•aiid they will not fail to wield them to advaq^ 

" tage, both againft you, and your high calling. 
But, revolve only in your mind the vows, of 
obedience you made at the Altar, and you will 
preferve alive, in your breafts, the fpirit of 
]piety, .which condu<fted you thither ; and, *' as 
'' the hart pantcth after the water brooks, fo 
*' win your fouls long to eat again of the 
" bread which came down from heaven, and 
*^ to drink again of the fountain of life, which 
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^' cleanfbtb from all iin. Be afraid of being 
*' overtaken " in the commiffion of any, the 
lead, iiti : for you would not only endanger 
your own fouls, but caft a ihameful reproach^ 
an indelible ffcain, on that holy Religion, th$ 
truth of which Jefus Chrift fealed with ^* his 
*' moil precious blood/* But you, who openly 
cnlifted under the banners of Chrift ; you, 
who - acknowlegcd him to be /* the captain 
^' of your falvation/' will never, I pray Ciod, 
- bafely dcfert his ftandard. Anxious to h»ve 
a claim to that {late, *' whprc the wicked 
^' ceafe from troubling, and where the weary 
^* are at reft," as you have begun, continue, 
perfevere tmto the end, to wdk in the path of 
duty ; diftingui£b yourfelves by the pradioe 
of every moral virtue, and the obfervance of 
every religious precept ; rely with unihaken 
firmneis, on thcTnercy of God, through thp 
all-fufficient nnerits of your Redeemer, and you 
will afluredly obtain, without the chagrin 
of difappointment, and the rifquc of lofs, the 
lend of your cares, and the obje<El of your hopes, 
falvation^ 

SERMON 
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JOSHUA XXIV. 15. 

As for me and my houje we will Jerve the 

Lord. 

THE uneaiinefles which are every day oc* 
cafioried in families, efpecially in thofe 
wherein the worftiip of God is ncgle<iledj either 
through the ihdifcretion, or profligacy, of the 
people who conlpofe them, arc often attended 
with fuch incionvenicnce, difgrace, and misfor- 
tone, as to render every father and evcr}^ mas- 
ter Iblicitous, one would think, to guard againft 
whatever might endanger their innocence, or 
ddlroy their peace. If a clTild has* fteppcd 
mtb the path of folly or vice, each individual 
participates the calamity; each, as he pailes 
along, perceives the finger of fcorn pointing 
towards him, or hears the tongue of male- 
volence infulting his diflrefs. If a fer- 
vant has been betrayed by the artful, or 
feduced by the profligate into fliamc, and 

poverty. 
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poverty, and ruin; caln thofe, under whofe 
protcAion fuch fcrvant lived, be unmoved with 
the misfortune? The unhappy being, whom 
perhaps they can no longer keep under their 
roof, may be without parents, without friends, 
without money, and, by one unfortunate ftep, 
may be reduced from a ftate of comfort,^ to itli 
the poignancy of difgrace, the mifery of want, 
or the feverity of punilhment — can the maftcir 
of the family, in fuch a cafe, exculpate himfcif? 
It appears from obfervation, and is confirmed 
by Scripture, that there is no efFeSual way of 
preserving innocence, and engaging fidelity, 
but by inftilling principles of piety and reli- 
gion : ** make the tree good, and its fruit will 
" be good." Would you then communicate 
religious principles ? AlTemble your family re- 
gularly to worlhip God. Should the bleffing 
of God this day fo far accompany the word as 
to prevail with you to adopt the refolution, 
and follow the example, of the author of my 
text, idlcnefs, intemperance, diihonefty, profln* 
gacy, will, it may be hoped, progreffively quit 
your habitations, and, in their ftead, induftl-y, 
fobriety, integrity. Religion, take up their 
abode with you. 

It 
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It is intended, in this difcourfe, to fliew the 
nepeffity, and advantages, of family worfliip; 
and then, earneftly to exhort you, to the xc- 
gular obfervance of it. 

I, ^\ In God*, we live and move, and have ouar 
*' being." The breath we draw, the food"w4 
eat, ^re the bleffings of his Providence, and 
the overflowings of his' goodnefs. Is it. not 
incumbent <>a us then, to acknowlcge our 
dependence, to . proclaim his uncontroiablc 
power, and inexh^uftible mercy ? To ^ 
otberwife, is to live as though we Were inde^ 
pendent of him. 

When we coniider our relation to 'Ggd, ^ 
members of a family, the obligation to jbm \x^ 
worlhipping him becomes ftill greater. For 
if one member of a family fuSbr, all the mem- 
bers, fuffer, in fotac fort, with him. Their 
comfort and welfare arc* in a certain degree^ 
inseparable. And is n9t this confideration a 
ftrong and prevailing call upon every head of 
afemily, to join with his houfehold, in deprc* 
eating the difpleafure, and fupplicating the 
favor, of God ? Does not every one^ before he 
retires af night to reft, feel the indiipcnfablc 
iieceffity of befeeching God " to deliver him, 

** and 
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" and all bis houfe, from lightning and JWrn-^ 
•* pcft, from murder, and from fuddcn deaith V^ 

But an obligation to tbe ferious, and devbut 
obfervancc of family worlhip, arifcs from the 
profeflion of Chriftianity. Religion is fuch a 
bleffing to mankind, it is incumbent on ust6 
e:stend the knowlege, and enforce the pra^iiics 
of it, as far, and as powerfully, as wc-areabte. 

Now let any man, whofe family confifts 
chiefly of perfons uneducated, coniidcr how 
many amongft them live, without a fenfe of 
Gpd and Religion, and he muft be hard hearts 
cd indeed, if he refufe to *' make them," whea 
It is in his^ power, " wife unto falvation/* If 
he thinks their ibuls worth faving, he will join 
with them in fervent prayers to God. Tb in* 
ftnift ^ their ier vants, and to be folicitousp for 
their eternal welfare, may appear to {cmt 
people unneceflary, perhaps, unbecoming tbeiir 
£tuation, and rank in life. But fituation and 
rank are foon to ceafe. When we ftand at tfafe 
dread Tribunal, to behold one of our famil)^, 
who, through our want of religious inftru(3:ion, 
and domeftic woHhip, has incurred the jdXt^ 
pleafure of God. will rack us with all tbe 
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keennefs of reproach^ and the torture of eon- 
demnjition. ' 

. There is another argument I would urge to 
recommend the neceffityoffamily prayer,, and 
it will not, I truft, be urged to confidcrafcc, and 
wdi^mcaning, people in vain. The excellent 
itxftrtution of Sunday Schools, now eftabliflicd 
in feveral parts of this kingdom, whofc end is 
to bring up the rifing generation in the true 
feith^ and fear of .God, will be lefs ufeful, it is 
to be feared, by the general ignorance, and pre- 
dominant profligacy, of the parents* The 
Clergy, the Magiftrates, and thofe who employ 
the poor wilU we truft in God, be enabled td 
QQHTince them by arguments, to perfuadc them 
by/ entreaties, to engage' them by kindneffes* to 
give their children the bleffings that inftitu* 
tion fo humanely, . and io religioufly, offers; 
But from the manner in which the parents^ 
andjbhofe who may foon become parents* am 
bftotjiglit up V from their ufcter ignorance of the 
tstuvbks^^ of Chriftianity, and the total want of 
principle which difcovers itfelf in the conduS 
of a great part of the lower, clafs of mankind, 
there is nyuch reafon . to apprehend, that, in 
the prcicnt generation, fo much good will 

not 
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not be derived from fuch excellent eftablifh- 
mcnts, as we arc fanguine enough to exped. 
Would every m after of a family, therefore, who 
is a well-wiflier to them, give them his fup- 
port, by rcligioufly worfhipping God with all 
his domeftics, in his own houfc ; it might, 
-without prefumption, be fuppofed, that the 
fevcral members of his family would be aiftu- 
ated, in fome mcafure, by religious principles-; 
and that, when they had children of their 
own,, they would bring them up with more 
decency, and piety, than if they had never 
lived in a houfc which worlhipped God, — ? 
Such are the arguments I would urge to pre- 
rail with you to introduce family prayer into 
your houfcs. 

II, I now proceed to (hew the advantages 
refiilting from the practice. 

And the firft I ftiall mention is, that it is 
the natural tendency of prayer, to render a fa- 
mily happy. For if the happincfs of a family 
confift in each perfbn's behaving with pro- 
priety, in his fphere of life ; in cheerfully un- 
dertaking, and faithfully difcharging, tbofe 
duties which his ftation requires ; in manifeft- 
ing a (juict temper, tradable difpofition, and 

complacent 
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cojoiplacent mind, where are thofe amiable 
qu^alities fo likely to be , found as ** in the 
'* jdwellings of the righteous ?" Can it be fup- 
ppfed, that fuch grievous complaints would be 
made of our fervants, and domeftics, of their 
want of attachment, and of fidelity, if wcour- 
fjb}ves were careful ^to aflemble them daily,! ^^ 
th^more immediate prefence of God Almighty? 
Every head of a family, w^ho is regular in the 
difcharge of domeftic worfhip, takes the mofl: 
likely means to have his bufinefs pundlual^y 
done, to render 'his fervants ftridlly honeft, and 
to perfuade them to be truly religious. I^or 
what can have fo ftrong a tendency to infpire 

, the drunkard, the fwearer, the thief, the liar 
with an abhorrence of his vices, as to condemn 

. him every night by his own prayers ? 

Now if family prayer be produdive of .fuch 
bleffings, both temporal and fpiritual, will not 
every one be folicitous to entail them upon his 
own family ? Let him nourifti then in himfelf, 
let him cultivate in others, religious affections. 
When he confiders to what evils his children 
niay be expofed, when they go out into the 
world, what innumerable fnarcs will be laid in 
their way, will he not wifti to have this con- 

folation. 
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iblatiott, that he has united with them his 
iupplications to the throne of Grace, that the 
•* Almighty would never leave them^ nor for- 
** fake thcm^?" But what is this life, in cbmpa- 
rifim of, eternity I What is their fuccels here,, 
to their happinefs hereafter,? Now, can there 
be any thing fo extremely abfurd, fp incon- 
ceivably inconfiftent, as the acquainting our 
children that, on God we depend for happinefs, 
and never joining with them to beg it of him ? 
Can they believe we are above all things dc- 
firacis, that they fliould partake of " the blifa 
^* at God's right hand," when we are nev^er 
importunate with God to obtain it for them? 
And with what face can we exhort them to 
worfiiip God, if, either in the congregation, in 
our clofet. Or our family, we negleft worfhip- 
ping him ourfclves ? By offering up our prayers 
every day with our children, a real fenfe of 
God and religion will be imprefled on their 
hearts ; and, happy parents, and thrice happy 
children ! '^ they will grow in grace, and in 
the knowlege of our Lord and Saviour Jcfus 
Chrift y they will referfable, in their early 
days, thofe trees, which, in warmer climes, 
produce at once, both bloflbms and fruit ; they 
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%IU b^ the admuiatLo]^ of theiyomig, the d^ 
light 9f the aged, the co^^atip^ <£ thck par 

^ 

rei^,.t|ie ^rvufitst an4 the childr^ of (S^ 

4F¥^her a4y^nt#g$t v^fipg. from th^p pnidkx: 
of iSwjpaly prayer is, tlw»t it Jfons>o<ie> the defigft 
of the GrflfppL . By prsywag 4aily with your 
cbihke^i, you will hn^g!lh««aiap iri fuch a*b«- 
b^ of pif^y, it i&:|Boce thati pf db^hl^t. I^at they 
will .cpntiiwe^ in th^pwfi^ famiHls^j jbhe cuftom 
you.iiaappfedbypriCGfijtf, 4n4^tsm^tbyeMmplc5. 
As the f#p, bre4 ^ !^ ^f^> co^riimitmiqi^cf. 
itfelf to the iJbveralljrai^h^ ^ ^il.l J9W P^f 
exert its influence^ and difFu& its ^lendpv, iiaL 
the 00,^4^1^ of your o^pring: l^GOfii] ve tge** 
nerati9i)5^may be indebted to jcu £?r dbe piety 
of ^uarlivi^ ^dth^ a<xe{)t^fi$q9 9^<!he|r Gp^^ 
I , ^m briefly saentiop .anptbfj? ^dra^tagf 
acan»ng, fp>ia .^ F^^|ce, pf ^feflpUy v^otQ^fi 
were thi^^^ duty, ];Qg^afIypjerformed, the maiisei: 
of the family cpi*14.W0t.cpn(i|aei;dy fpend hi^ 

jaoy^d hi ^JA,pivpjK>^^. Inftea4, of dtinking 
to , ejceefft,. %aiKjl»mg bis fiibfts©ce,.and bc- 
\ia^i«g to; bjs ^%iyly.l^6 a, tjra|it,.flr a&vagc f 
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praftiicd the duty of family prayer, bectmitr 
ixicmpiary in his condud; he would be anxi^ 
ouis for both the prefent, and the future weP* 

• . * • 

fere of' his children ; and would cultirate in 
his -own mind all thofe qualities ^nd diipo(i- 
tiofls he "^iihes to be exercifed towards himfelf. 
\For h€ would be afhamed of giving way to in- 
teittperance, who had afterwards to fiipplicate 
God to prefcrve him from it : he could not be 
detained, in loofe and idle company, till his 
family had retired to feft, whofe fixed and un^ 
alterable purpofe it was, to Join with them in 
worfliipping God. 

It may leem ftrange, that any objeAions 
Ihould be made to-a duty, in rtfelf {o reaibn^ 
able ; in its effefts lb beneficial ; fuggefted by 
imtural, enforced by revealed, religion : objec- 
tions, however, to the utter difgrace, I pray 
God it may not be, to the final condemnatioii, 
of Cbriilians, are frequently urged* I have 
only time to take notice of one. It is ifeidj 
that, where families are large, Kttle good ii 
derived from the celebration of domeftie ivort 
fliip ; that the family, almoft individtially, at- 
tend it with rcIuAance ; and j that^tbey do 
not consider, for what end th^ -are^ajlcd tien 
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gether. This objedioil to -family prayer be- 
comes the ftrongeft argument, for the ncccility 
of it. The man, who hasfuch an houlhdld^ 
cannot too fbon, nor too earneftly, Cbrivc to re- 
claim theni. Let him aiTemblt them, not as 
he would confine a flock of fheep in a fold ; but 
let trim tell them he lament?, that he has lived 
fo long in the negleA of this important duty ; 
that he will obferve it during the remainder of 
his life ; that the deftgn of it is to give glory 
to God ; to beg his bleifing and protedion, and 
to render both himfelf, and thofe committed 
to his care, happy to all eternity. This com- 
munication will be received, though not per- 
haps by all, yet certainly by fbme, withiatisfac- 
tion, and pleafure. And what time is lb pro- 
per^ to communicate fiich intentions, as the 
evening of this day, when, if your children and 
domcftics are now, as they ought to be, at 
church, their minds vnll be prepared for it ? 

III. I will beg leave to detain you a little 
longer, whilft 1 earneftly, I pray God I may 
cfFeftually , exhort you, to the regular obfcrv- 
ance of this indifpenfable fervice. 

' It is a juft reproach to the members of the 
eftabliihed Church, that the duty, I am now 

' \2 , recommending. 
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re^pmtnexiding, is mpre negled;ed by us than» 
I belicTeji by any other counmunion of Chrif- 
tians. A^d the reproach is aggravated^ by 
cfmfideruig that thofc ">who go out ftrom us^'\ 
wbea.tbcy join themfelves to any other con-, 
gregatipUi generally ejdablilSi this duty in their 
fanxilic^* . Such of us as live in the negle^ of it, 
inaybe:i^id '^ to have, not the fcnpwlegc of 
" God.'* We live in the. profeflion pf the 
true Religion.*: the fource is pu^e; the chan- 
nels xthrough which its refrelhing ftreams are , 
conveyed, are free, and unmixed ; but tl^c;y fall . 
upon a foil, too often, alas ! barren of injprove- 
ment. , Yet we do not^ furely, make a prpfef- 
lion of Religion by accident : we are initiated 
into i^ not by cuftom, I truft, but by piety ; . 
we have embraced it, not by chancCi I hope, 
but from principle^ I e:?chprt youg therefore, 
my brethren, in the name of God, to let ypur 
pradice hp correlpcaident to your profc(Cpn. 
Are we njembers of a. pure^ and reformed. 
Church ? Are we dffirous.of ipaking our R^- . 
ligipn piTjodudive of in^mprtal happineis ? Let , 
ns not then be fp deceive4> as to.fupppic that; 
we-caijbe faved, without a vital fpirit of piety. 
And in whst^tever dwellings that vital . fpitit , 
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refides, there ** will be heard the voi<:e of joy 
**'and falvation/* Is the lovihg ' kihdijiefi of 
God the thinfite^of your thankfgivih^s ; is-hiiJ 
inercy the lilbjcdl of yotir fupplicatidns, iii your 
family? " you arc hot ' far," it may be prc- 
fumed, ** from the kingdom of God/'' But. 
ydu who live in the neglctS of this duty ; who 
itd^ivc fo many mercies, and bfcflirigs, from 
the God of all goodnefs, without jointng^our 
dckriowle^erlients with tHofe who partake of 
them ; ihall L fcongratulate you oii the fccurity 
of your fituation ? No ! It \i my* duty to ex- 
hort you, ind lit is yom.infercft^ <d' attend to 
iht exhortation, ** to flee, fi-orh the wrat^td 
^ ^eotiie.*' Fs prayer in your family, a' duty 
you owe td God? And dare you five th thd 
ntgleft of ^atdiify J Lodk around yoxi'; fook 
into the Hift^ory of matikiiid ; and' fee *<^ ivhe- 
*^ ther any hath hafden6d£imfelf againtf God 
^ aiid ptoipefed r 'And is it fidt hardeniii^ 
youffelv^^ dgaiiift God, if, when yt are doh- 
vinced by reaibn, adtnonifbed by cofafcieiice, 
and corhntianded by Bevektioti to join in de- 
^but ftipj[>TiCations, wiih you^' whole hdufc, in 
the worfliip of Godyy^ arc eithfer diverted by 
imuftcdciits, or withheld by difinclifiation, 
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from the discharge of this reaibnable, thU im« 
portaoty this indifpeniable> iervice ? Look for- 
ward to the awful period when you fhall be 
ilruck by the hand of death ; when you ihall 
lie upon the bed from which you muft arifc by 
borrowed i^rength ; and let meappeal to your 
hearts, whether you do not think the pangs of 
feparation from your family would be rendered 
lefs violent, by the ^reflcftion of having uni- 
formlyi and devoutly, difchargcd the duty I am 
. now recommending ? Had God, in his anger^ 
refufed to hear your prayers ; had he com- 
manded you not to appear before the throne 
of Grace; though you might be furroiunded 
with abundance; though you lived in the 
vigor of health ; though you wer? beloved by 
your family, idolized by your friends^ rever- 
enced by the world ; allthefe refleftions, footh- 
ing as they are, ^' would avail you nothing ;'* 
you would envy the Situation of thofe who 
daily *' go to their work and to. their labor 
^' until the evening," if he ** whQ hparcth 
** prayer," accepted /A^/> petitions, and granted. 
their requefts. If then either fear can awaken> 
or intereft can engage you, to begin this necef^ 
fary duty ; if aiFeftion for your families, if the 

dread 
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«dread of God*s difpleaiure^ if the hopes of im- 
mortal happine& iniprefs your minds ; let me 
prevail with every ma&er of a family here prc- 
!fent> to confecrate his^ houfe this very night to 
Godj to .ere<^ in it an Altar wsito God, and to 
offer upon it ^* the facxifice of paraife an<J 
*^ thankigiving. " Let me have the fatisfac* 
*ion, nay brethren, of knowing that the Oolpei 
has not this day, .been preached unto you m 
vain. This night, and jcvery fucceeding one, 
aflemble ^^our families to beg the^ bleffings of 
<Tod, to acknowlege your fenie of his mercies^ 
and to befeech him, '^ that this life ended^ 

you may dwell with h*m in the life ?ycr- 

iafting."^ 
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S E R MO N IX. 

MATTHEW XVI. 26. 

WTiat is a man profited if he Jhall gam the whole 
world, and Joje his ovonfoul? Or what J}iall 
a man give in exchange for his fgul ^ 

_ ^ 

IT plcafed the AU-wifd Creator, after man 
h&d loft his innoccncy, that his bread 
ihouM be earned by labor, and his wealth 
acquired by folicitude. , It was ordered, like- 
wife, by All-feeing wifdom, that difappoirit- 
itiettt fiiould frequently accompany his toil, and 
fruftretc his intentions ; that uncertainty in 
the pofleiCon, and infecurity in the enjoyment 
Ihotlld alWays await, with forbidding afpcft^ 
imd difeouraging intimatibhs, tibi '- only the 
praAice of fSraud, but the dialings of ihtcgriiy ; 
teaching us hereby; that we ihofuld not be tod 
^hxioufly careful; about many things in this 
life ; but that we Ihould hate a principal re- 
gard tb " the one thing needful,'' and exert our 

. cTcry 
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every effort, to fccure " that good part which 
^* (hjall not be taken away from us.'* 

 

But uncertainty and diiappointmcnt arc not 
our only difcpuragpn|gfi^ f borpiyrTfupcefs what 
it n>ay, it is limited to a very Ihort period : 
^' the dufl of. which we are made returns to 
^* duft, and the fpirit to God who gave it.'* 
The foul hath.originallyimpreffcd upon it the 
idea, th^t it is accountable to a Supren^^ Being 
for whatit docs. yi. the body, and hath received 
•. — we.Chriiii5tis at leaff have received — a clear 
and an. exprcfs declaration frona God, th^t it 
(hall be eredaftingly,rcwax;4cd or pwnif^d^ tcJU 
gcthci;;^ with. the bQdy,,;for what i&done^this^ 
life, ' eithor. with cx^uifite fe|fcityi, ^r gmittcr* 
able torments. ,' ^ . ,, . ^w^ . -; /> 

: We win confi^r yvb^titjbe ioial rof laaaiiris^ 
its immenie value ; and.its dreadfuL'loii.: and 
then what; a fnan will bp profited^ if iuf iball 
cain the whole world, and lofe his QwnifbuL 

Fizil,. ,Tb^.fdiiL^xnaa is that ^iri^tiaal, and 
invifible part, created by God, and is capafde of 
cxifting, when fcpa^r^ite from the body. ?* Gocf 
^' ^adc man of the, dufl: of the earth. :and 
^' breathed i^tJD his noftrils the breath q( life, 
^' ajwl he became a .livii^g foul/*. The foul 
then is immaterial. It was not made of mat* 

tcr. 
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.tcr, of thfC duft of the earth, as the body wa% 
but by the breath of God. It has an imrac* 
diate divine original, and a near refemblance to 

vthe purity, and {pixitijality,.;Qf the Divine Ei^ 

fence. 

: So that our fouls, deriving their originajity 

frona the Divinity itfelf, are of an unperifhabk 

nature. Death • is only a translation of the foul 

fropx its earthly tabernacle, a pafTage, through 

the vale of mortality, to the land of duration. 

Secondly, When the \vhole human racc^ 
through the tran^reffion of our iirft parents^ 
lay under the fentence of cotidemnation, tl;c 
Almighty was pleaied to reftore us to his favor^ 
by affiimi^g^ in the periba of Jefu5 Chriil, the 
human nature. . It appeared to Alrnighty wifr 
dom, that the? only eicpedient g£ faving rjian, 
was to become man hlmielf^ . *' For us men, 
*^ and for our lalvation, he hun^bled himliblf 
*^ and became obedient unto dpath> cvcq thj5 
'* .death qf the crofe.'* ., 

. Tbirdlyf If then w;e could not bareftoxe4 
to the favor of God without this mighty ^effort 
of Omnipotence, our own reafon, pyenif the 
Scriptures wereiilent, w.9uld fugg^ft to u$^that^ 

^ unk&our conditioahad been deplprat^le^ God 

would 
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would not have ptit himlelf to fucb an c:3tpenc6 
ofmtrcy. He wrought this ftupetidous mi- 
racle, to deli ver us from eternal death, to irefcue ^ 
\}^ from the pow6r of Satan, .and the^ torkients 
of hell. And fuch is the wifdom of God; ttiati 
if we do hot entitle ourfelves to a ftate ofh^p- 
pine^s, 'Vthcte rernains only a ffeadullbofking 
*' for of judgment;'* if we do not feaire the 
felicity of heavch^ we cannot efcape the mife- 
ries of hell.' Though We may be fo infatuated 
with folly, fo blinded by iniquity, as to rejeft 
God's' offer of mfei-cy, yet we are not able to 
annihilate our f&uls : we may deprive them of 
immoftal life; but then we plunge them' into 
eternal mifcry: they cannot ceaifeito* be; *but 
they will become mifefable- — ^which is * infi* 
nitcly Worfe th^rr not tbbe at all. ' * ' ^ ^ 

Let us iiow corifidet What a mart wilt be 
profited, if ht fhall gain the wh6le' wbrld, and 

» r 

lofc his own foul. ' 

Whatever be the obje<9: of our wifiies, ftiucK 
time, koA thought, and labo^, 'are generally 
rtqurfite, before tve can attain it. If wecovet 
vrcalth, wt mtift tife early, late take reft, &nd 
cat the bread of careftilnefs; our days will be 
^on^uincd iti toil^ our nights paiTedinfolicitude, 

our 
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our minds haraffed with cares, and I may add*. 
I fear, , our confcienccs diftraifted foraetimcs 
with thp re^cijlioa, that, to procure it^ we have ^ 
in»pQredon.the.ignQmt,trampkdon.thfiwcak, 
de|5:aiided the . unwary. All this anxiety is fuf- 
fei^d, ap4 guijt inpurred, and we have the nu>r- 
tific;^tif)n,.nQt infrequently, to fail in our at- 
tempts ; apd all wcobtainare aa untimely grave, 
« reproaphful fli<Qipor}%and an early dam nation. 
But allowing that we ^re not dilappointcd 
ifi.pur efforts; that -e very thitig we do^^ fuccccds 
abundantly beyond our expcdations; and that^. 
in a very little time^. we are in poffefficin pf 
whf^tever. our lyioft ianguinc wifhes could de- 
firei;77ftill wp are uncertain liavv long we ihall- 
be permitted to pofles it: and when we draw 
near our endi aod.cafi: up our accounts, we find, 
nothing re^maixjingbut the piercing rcfledtion, ' 
itipaybe,.*' pf wron^ and. robbery," and the. 
dreadfui expeftation of God's eternal difplea- 
{\^p. Thnsis trouble undergone, our innocencc^ 
fprfeited, ^pd's ycipigeapce brought upon us^ 
thrpugh the expedation of gaijiingr-^nofi the. 
whole Vj^orldr— not.the principal, nay fcarcc theu 
moft inconfiderable, part — ^nothing morexhajn 
what. we call- a competcx^cy-^whatwill*placc.ua . 

above 
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above want, or Iccure us in independence— 
and the very obje£t for which we arc fo ear- 
neftly ftriving, is attended with dilappoint- 
ment fometimcs in the purfuit, with anxiety 
often in 'the enjoyment, with uncertainty al- 
ways in the poffeffion. What will it profit us, 
if we gain what we fo eameftly defire, but by 
foch means that we lofe our fouls ? Or, if we 

f 

are fo earned to gain it, that we ilegleft to dis- 
charge the duties of a Chriftian, and by pre- 
ferring the goods of this world, to the falvation 
of the next, leave ourfolves no hopes in the 
Divine mercy— what vvill it profit us ? 

If we could grafp whatever of both wealth, 
honor, and power, our imaginations can con- 
ceive, as wc could enjoy them only during the 
term of otu: lives; and as we could not extend 
the term, a moment beyond its appointed li- 
mits ; as we could not be fecure from the at- 
tacks of ficknefs, nor the violence of pain, 
from the pangs of forrow, nor the wounds of 
difappointment, even this ftate, however envi- 
able, lofcs much of its value. To which v^a 
may add, that if, in the acquifitidn of wealth, 
the profecution of honor, the attainment of 
power, the laws of God or man be violated, 

wc 
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■we forfeit our irn mortal' happineis. For a 
'fmall fhaiie of the glories of this world, wc 
niak6 a bargain with the d^vil, to' relign aH 
prctcnfions to thofe of the next ; the very 
•worft birgain, that ever entered irito^ the heart 
X)f matt td make. Thus for a momentof time, 
we m^ke an exchange/fdr an etertnty of dura-, 
tion. W6 content durfelves with the chance 
o{ fugitive' plcafiires, ' for which we facrificc 
the bleffings of imrnottality. We purfue the 
objcft of our defires, under the confaoufnels 
that we are offending God; and '^ treafuring 
'* up for ourfHvcs wrath * againft the dsty of 
** wrath/* All our time, our thoughts, and af- 
fcAions'arc devoted to the attainment of our 
wHhes:. Arid whether we fliall lofe our fouTa 
by their attarrrment', as^t does hot employ our 
cohfideration, {o it does riot interrupt out pur- 

fuits. But what fhall a ftiarf gii-e iri exchange 

»  •• • • • 1 

for his ibuli Let us fuppofe that we are not, 
in the end; difeppoirited— that fortune foiiles 
propiticrus on our laboiis-—aiTd that we arrive at,* 
what wcefteem, the ftiriiri^it of hafppineisl' 
Now if tliat, wfcich'eoriftitutes our liippincfs,* 
be acquired by means repugnant' txf humanv' 
and condemned' by Divine, laws, we kwow 
< that. 
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that, after our departure put of this ltfib> which 
mud be iboxii we are to be judged by a Beings 
. whoj *' is of purer eyes than, to behold inir 
^' quity^;'* that, as we have tran%reiled his 
laws which he hath given us as the. rule^ o^r, 
condu<^, and hath moft pathetically urj^ed u$ 
to a frequent peruiai of them^ the wealth wc 
have acquired, the hooor we have obtained 
the power we have pdOfeflied, inftead of being 
our defence^ '^ will rife up in judgment agaixiii: 
'^ us, and condemn us/* But what are acr 
quifitions, when ^ they are incompatible with ^ 
<jrod's commiEuidment^? When, by the man-*^ 
iier in which we have obtained them, w4r 
provoke his difpleafore ? When, agalnil op* 
predion^ deceit, injuflice, pro^ene£, the fen* 
tence, which '^ will make both the ears of. 
** tho£e that hear it to tingle," will be de- 
nounced, '* go ye curled into everlafting fire, 
** prepared for the devil and his angpls?** 
When fuch a puniihment awaits tho£b, who 
for this world's goods, provoke God's wrath 
againit them, ihall we not deipiicalL the pro- 
mts, the honors, the pkafures of the wotldynaj 
the whole world itfclf ? 
What we would give in exchange ibr o\ir 

foula^ 
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fotils, may be bcft underftood, by confidcring 
of what value we Ihauld efteem riches and 
plcafiHts, if we knew that, after we had en- 
joyed them for a given time, as a day, a week, 
or a month, we muft refign them and our life 
together. Aflfe the man who Is in excruciating 
torture, whether, to receivfe riches and honors 
durmg the remaining part of his life, he would 
be content to have his torture lengthened for 
a-year, hay for half the period? As the Apoftle 
** efteemed all things but drdfi for the excel- 
*^ lency df the knowlege of Chrift Jefiis his 
"^ Lord''--^fo to obtain eale and reKef, he 
would willingly ikcrifice all that this world 
can give. What folly, what madnefs is, i( 
then, either by laying up treafureS uhjuftly ac- ^ 
quired — or, if thty are riot gotten by injuftice, 
yet fo alienate our minds frorri God, that we 
live m the continued negledt of our chriftian 
duty— what folly, what madnefs is it to en- 
danger our fouls — to leave ourfelves without 
hopes in his mtJrcy-^to deprive ourfelves of 
every other expedlation, than to ** dwell for 
*' ever in the devouring fire— than to dwell,*' 
as the Prophet awfully pxprefles it, ** in 
^/ evcrlafting buroings ?** 

K Iv^iU 
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J will detain you a littk longer, whiift I 
make an application from what has been faid. 
To make no proyifion againft hereafter, to 
live totally regardlefs of what will become of 
pur fouls, is fo generally prevalent, one might 
almoft fuppofe we are convinced, that it is 
not poffible our fouls can be loft. What an 
infult is fuch condud:^ to the wifdom of God ? 
We undervalue a foul, which, he who created, 
and who would not willingly have loft, ac- 
counted a fit purchafe' to be made by the pafr 
fion, and death, of the eternal Son of God. 
And yet we know that, after the fcparation of 
foul and body, there, remains no more death 
but this fccond death, whofe duration is eter- 
nal. Before we arc fubjedl to his empire, let 
us make an eftimate of what we may gain, or 
lofe; let us caft up the minutes, axxd years^ 
and ages of eternity ; let us coniider what it 
is to live ^' in the blacknefs of darknels, to be 
*' tormented in the fite that never goes out," 
during the long, long period of for ever and 
ever ? To be ftript of all we efteem happineis 
here — to find nothing that can make ws happy, 
but what we have obftinately refufed, what 
we have no right to, and What we muft never 

have; 
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Slave ; to fee fuch lofs^ atid to think on it for 
evcr^ withoQt any thing to amnfe, or engage 
our thoughts^ ^nd to be fuffering, without the 
ifmallefl interval, tlie moft exquifite puniili- 
ment ; I cannot find words ftrong enough to 
impreis the awfiil thought upon your hearts. 
.Did the Almighty fpeak. to us in a language 
he has fometimes addreiXbd to his ieryants, 
^ fet thine houfe in order, for thou (halt die 
" and not live,*' with what confternation 
•ihould we re^ceive the meflage ? Death and 
Judgment, a provoked Judge and a miierahle 
Eternity^ would then be, not as they fometimes 
arc, fubjeiSs of fport, but refleftions of terror. 
Thelittletime we had remaining would beipent 
in fervent prayer, in dep;;ecating thevengeance^ 

» - 

.and fupplicating the mercy, of God. JLet us 
bring the awful fubjeS ilill nearer.; let us 
iuppofe that we, who are liere affembled, are 
the only people upon earth ; that this temple 
is the feat of Judgment^ that this day^ I 
tremble whilfti make the fqppofition ! is thp 
great day, "in which God will. judge the 
'* world in rigbteoufnefs ;'* that this is the laft 
liour of our lives, and the confummation of 
udl things ; that the heavens are opening over 
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our headsf and that Jefus Chrift is appearing in 
all his majefty, with Angels and Archangels — 
that the lafl: trumpet is now giving the alarm- 
ing fummons ; and that we are attending to 
receive cither the fentence of approbation, or 
the doom of judgment : on what fide Ihould 
wc each of us be placed ? on the right hand, 
or on the left ? amongft the fbeep, or the 
goats ? How many of us would be called to 
join the choir of heaven ? How many con- 
dcmned to weeping and wailifig in hell ? How 
many would cry, '* come. Lord Jefus, comq 
f quickly ?" How many more, I fear, would 
** call on the mountains to fall on them, and 
*' the hills to cover them ?" Represent fre^ 
quently to yourlelves this awful, thi^ intereft- 
iiig fcene, and you will feet the force of our 
Saviour'^ queftion — ^* What is a man profited 
** if he fhall gain the whole world, and lofe his 
*' own foul ? Or what fhall a man give in ex- 
':^ change for his foul ?'* 

* Lord of heaven and earth, imprefs on 

• our minds the awful fcene, at which we are 
' not to be unconcerned fpedlators. And grant, 

* we befeech thee, gracious God, when the vi- 
• * vifyihg call of the laft, moft awful, folemnity, 

• '  ' ' '. '.^halL 
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' Ihall awaken us from the fleep of death ; 

* when the trumpet of the Archangel Ihall 
' fiimmon the quick and dead of every nation, 
' and age, and tongue, to give account of thcm- 

* felves to God ; when we fhall be caught up 
'in the air, and placed before the Throne, 
' that tremendous Throne, from which our 

* final fentence will 'be pronounced, the voice 

* of mercy, the gracious voice, which, in ago- 

* nies unutterable, prayed for the authors of 
' them, may acquit, approve, reward us with 
' the blils for which at thy right hand he is 

* now interceding, that where he is there wc 
f may be alfo V 
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SERMONX. 

EZtKlEL, XXXIII. II. 

As I live, faith tlie Lord God^ I have no plea-^ 
Jure in the de^th of the wicked \ hut f hat the 

. wicked turn from his way and live : turn ye^ 
turn ye J from your evil ways : for why will 



p 



ye die i 



THAT the means of Salvation God has 
kindly put into our hands, frequently 
become, through our guilty inattention, the 
inftruments of ruin ; that the weapons, by 
which we are to withftand the enemies of our 
foulS| arc often, with malicious eagernefs, 
turned againfl: ourfelves, and plunged, with 
deadly force, into our own bofoms, is a truth 
^dlioned by obfcrvation, and confirmed by 
experience. We believe Religion to be true, 
and the recompence of it, certain ; and if we 
die in our fin;s> that wc (hall utterly periih : . 
but we fupprefs the bitternefs of the refledion, 

K 4 by 
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by dcfigning to repent '* before we go hence;'* 
{o that the intention of repentance, ftrahgc as 
it may feem, encourages us in our fins : in- 
ftead of forfaking thecn in he^irt atid life, we 
continue in them without apprehcnfion, and 
become hardened by habit ; we fufFer the 
imaginary privilege, of a future repentance to 
iuperfede the pi^fefent neceffity of exemplary 
behavior, and devout afTedions, and thereby 
to invalidate the power of Religion, and the 
influences of Grace. 

Impenitence, alas ! fuggcfts lb many ttcach- 
erous arguments for continuing in fin, that, 
though it is eafy to obviate them, they ge- 
nerally take fuch firm hold of the mind, as to 
render it deaf to the voice of reafon, and im- 
pregnable againft the ftrength of Revelation. 
The grand enemy of pur fouls baits his deceit- 
ful hooks, with the lure of j)leafure, ^nd 
mingles his deadly potions, with the oblivion 
of reniorfe; We may indulge ourfelves in 
{in, he infinuates, with fecurity ; we may re- 
pent hereafter, and then will fatisfadion be 
made to God*s juftice : when the appetite is 
fatiated with gratification, and the paflions are 
weakened by excefs, felf-denial wilj have loft 

it$ 
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ifii m6rtific9tio^n$9 and repentance be derived 

of it& fcverity . 

Such is £he fnare lA which the tho^ghtleis/ 
An^ the prafligate, are entangled! Thatiine bf 
rcf etitance^ God knows, feldom' comes ; it is 
fcarce thought of, till it is too late ; till fick*r 
Tit& feizes» or death (arreih us^ Repentance 
caniifb ia a change of difpoiition/ and in 
fimdidmedt of life ; and tvhat chdn^ can be 
wrmiight^ wben we areenfceUed with a linger- 
ing diforder, or diftrafted with racking pain? 
what amendmcfit' can take place, ^hen the 
tcrtti of life h.exptringi and the feafon of death 
bat hand F 

. That a i«an: vo^y repfent on a deathbed ie^ 
perhaps, true :ii>. itfelf, but, unqueftionablji 
dangerous in its cwifequettccs. The Scrip-* 
ture& afiurc us for cJur comfort, that, " when 
*^ the -wicked man turneth away ftom hii 
f* wickedncfs that he hath committed, and 
^^ doeth that which is lawful and right, he 
^*;(hall iave his ibul alive..'.' 'And is this to 
encourage, us to delay our repentance ? Be* 
caiife fome wia-c. called at the eleventh hour, 
fhall we prefumptuoufly extend that inftance 
to mnifclvcs .? God no fooner called, than they 

anfwered, 



1 40 An "Exhortation to RepefHanee. 

aniwered, iaylng with Samuel, ^' fpeak, Lord^ 
•* for thy fcrvant heareth/* How often, on 
the contrary, hath he called us by the gracious 
whifpers of his Spirit ; how often hath he com- 
manded us, by the awful threaCenings of his 
Juilice, ** to repent and turn to him ?'* He 
defigned the privilege of repentance to be the 
means of bringing us to himielf ; and ihall .we 
perverfely fruftratc his intention, by making 
k the means of alienating us the ' more from 
him? 

But the danger of delaying our repentance 
will appear ftill greater, by confidenng that 
death may interpoie betwixt us, and the ieaibii 
we appoint for it. That we are fubje<% to his 
empire we know, and we cannot but know, 
from our own conftitutions, and the unceafing 
inilances of mortality. But the time- when 
he will exercife his power, God hath not 
thought fit to difcover to us, that we might 
not Jiave the ihadow of pretence to live in the 
commiflion of fin. We fee people around tos 
called hence, without the leaft degree of wam^ 
ing, who have not fo much time allowed, as 
once to implore God's mercy, for the forgive* 
ncis of theiy offences. From the number of 

accidents 
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accidents to which we are liabk, and the va« 
riety of diftempers to which we ate fviycA, 
every day of oat ' lives ought to be an aft of 
repentance; or, in the language of icriptqre, 
^ we (hould grow in grace, and in the know-^ 
*' lege of our Lord and Saviour Jcfiis Chrift.'* 
Many men intend to indulge themfclves in 
fin, only for a certain feaibn, and then thgr 
will repent. But, however ikort may be the 
time, we know not that we ihall live till we 
have comdditted the intended iin^ or however^ 
till we have made our peace with God. But 
iuppoiing that the time we have fixed for out 
amendment ihould arrive, do we iiippofethal: 
fin will have loft its charms, or that we Ihall 
have ftronger inclinations to cultivate, afid 
eflabliih within us, a principle of Religion, than* 
we have at prefent ? The longer any one 
continues in fin, the more hardened he will 
naturally become ; and the lefs intercourfe.he 
has^in adb of piety and devotion with his 
Creator and Redeemer, the lefs fenfible he 
will be of leligiousimpreiiions'; till at.laft, he 
arrives at that ftate of impenitence as to live 
** without God in the world," allied to him, 
neither by the interefls of hope^ nor the alarms 

of 
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of fear. Let eVery .man, vvh<> has perfu^dcd 
himfelf he . mcan^ to nepen t> coniider, that if 
he find any diificulty now iti forfaking his ilns^ 
the longer he continues to commit them^ the 
greater,, in proportion, will be the difficulty of 
forfaking them at laft { and fhould the Al*' 
mighty deny him the power of his Grace, afed 
the readindfs of his. mercy, h^ goes down to 
the grave, . overwhelmed with iniquity, .and 

_ « 

diftraded with appfchenfion. Unlefs then 
you can Ihcw a promilc from God^ that He 
will both allow you time, arid likcwifc afford 
bis Grace, to late repentance, nevef truft to to 
deceitful an intention. God himfelf declares^ 
that " his Spirit Ihall not always fttive with 
" man." Be afraid kft, by refifting the offcrfi 
of God*s mercy, your impenitence ihut up the 
bowels of his compaffion; Even, if you ihouM 
think of repenting at laft^ is it likely^ after 
you have, as the Scripture expreffes it, " com* 
'* mitted iniquity with greedinefe," that God 
fiiould hear, when you are difpofed, fd^ thfc 
fi-rft timCi to call ferioufly upon him ? Juftiy, 
according to the Prophet, •' tnty he number 
" fuch to the Iword, and bow them down to 
*' the ilaughter; becauie when be called they 

'^ did 
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** did not anfwer, 'when he fpakc, they did 
*• not hear, but did evil before his eyes, 
^' and did choofe that wherein he delighted 



^' not." 



But that a late repentance is moft danger* 
ous, and not to be depended on, .will more 
fully appear, by confideflng in what repentance 
confifts. If when we lie upon our laft bed, to 
be exceedingly fbrry we have led fo profligate 
a life, and have fo often fet God Almighty at 
defiance — to figh, arid lament, and defpair — - 
to join in prayers with the minifter of Chrifl:^ 
and to receive, with trembling hands, and a 
mifgiving' heart, the blefled Sacrament — if 
this were i'epentance, few would die impeni- 
tent. But be not deceived ; with, fuch ridi- 
culous offerings God is only mocked. Re- 
pentance confifts in a renewal of the heart 
and, mind ; ** in ceafmg to do evil, in learning 
** to do well/* On a deathbed, indeed., a man 
may perform the firft part of repentance, he 
may ceafe to do eyiK having no longer the 
power ; but how Ihould he learn to do well, 
when he is ceafing to cxift ? Whether fuch 
. an imperfeft repentance be available, is known 
only to God : but, if yOu value the falvatlon 

.  of 
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of your fouls, purchafed by the precious blood 
cf Chrift, let roe, for God's fake, fdr the fak* 
of your fouls> let me prevail with you aot to 
depend upon it. 

I will trefpafs on your patience, and. folicit 
3^our attention, whilft I earneftly exhort you 
to repent and live ; ** turn ye, tdrn ye, from 
^* your evil ways : for why will ye die ?*^ 

Let me then earneftly requeft all, and each of 
jou, whoare here prefent, to enter fecioufly into 
your dwn confci^nces, and enquire, with im- 
partiality, whether, *^' you' have made your 
** peace with God ?" whether you are in that 
ilate in which you would choofe to appear be- 
fore him ? If you arc not, let me perfuade you 
to begin this day to forfake " the finii which fo 
^* ieafily bcfet you ?" Should you delay, you 
Icnow not but you may add to the unhappj 
cumber of thofe, who have becn^cut off in the- 
midft of their fins, who hav-e been called to the 
great Tribunal, the very moment they have 
fceen pervcrfely infulting, and impioufly con- 
temning, their Rede'eipcr and their Judge. And 
can any confideration be fo alarming, as the 

committing a fm one .moment in this world, 

» 

and being puniflicd fox it the vcrj next, it 

jnajr. 
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* may. be, in an,othcr ? As our lives are held^ 
all> by the fame tenure, we are none of us 
certain but it may be our unhiippy cafe. How 
zpany have died in a ftate of intoiclcation ! 
How niany with oaths and imprecations in 
their mouths ! Tremble, left your fins Ihould 
meet with a like punifhment! But you 
hope, you fay, to live to repent. What is 
fuch a thought^ but an inliilt of the blackeft 
die you can offer, to the Majefty of Heaven ? 
You hope to live to repent ! What ! you 
will continue in fin, cither till you can con* 

• 

tinue no longer, or till you are afraid of your 
deserved punifhment being infiided ; and 
then, wrefting from the Almighty his attri- 

; bute of Juftice, you would make a bargain 
with him : by a few prayers, and fighs, and 

'tears, you would deprive the devil, whom you 
have been lerving all your life long, of hk 
realonable czpe<5lations. Confider, Chriftians, 
that, unlefs you are fuddenly cut off, you are to 
lie on a deathbed ; and, if you have lived in 
any known fin, if your heart be alienated 
from God, words cannot exprefs the miicry of 
your fituation: one moment, you perfuade 
yourfelves, that your ftate is not quite defpe- 

ratc. 
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ratCjand ^^ybuhopc/' as the Apoftle ftroAgly 
CJiprefles it, '* even againft hope :" the next> 
your iins are iet in array before you, the 
iQCans and opportunities^ the calls and invita** 
tions to repentance, which you have either 
contemptuotuily deipifed, or obdurately re^ 
fifted. . 

Could I fct before your eyes the horrors of a 
death-bed repentance; could I prefent to you 
the melancholy profpedl the Unner perceives 
of eternity ; could I defcribe his forced pray- 
ers, his irrefoliite wiihes, his diflra^^ed mind; 
bould I (hew you, whilft be is celebrating the 
bleffed Sacrament-r-he, who feldom thought 
of ^' the agony and bloody fwcat of bis Re-* 
" dccmer,*' before the king of terrors flared 
him in thcfacc — how his foul is filled w4th all 
the horrors of confcious guilt, of anticipated 
punifhment, of black defpair, no one would 
fuffer fuch . a ftate to be his own ; yoii would 
all, from this, day, *^ turn from your wicked 
** way and live." » In the difcharge of our 
miniftcrial duty, we arc fometimes, alas! wit- 
neiTes to fuch a diftreffing iituation ;' and vV ben 
the unhappy being enqxiires, with anxious io- 
licitudc, whether the Gofpel warrants him to 

hope 
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^i)pd tbi^t his fftrov yvill be accepted ibr re* 
pentancd^^-tiicii, iiow: ai;dup^us is our Situation ? 
Jto^att^tf b to bfitr^ay r to dclivtr the truths 
^^he Gpfpel^ is to crbate a hell in his bofpm j 
Dnd fto confign l\\p% to the t^iripenti of the 
damned/ even whilil he is ling<;ring on the. 
bfinjc €>f ♦et^raityi* Left yovt, mj brethren, 
ih^^d ,l?c deprived of ti^ benefits of a-tru« 
f^ntaitce; a^d ihoujd have, no other hopes 
of ialvation. than in a few fruitlefs wifhes, 
and i||e^£tual prayers in your laft onoxnents, 
let me (x^^j^ure ycn;^ - by the mercy and the 
juftico of God; by your defire of happinefs 
Jt>qth here and hereafter, let me prevail with 
you to tujoi inftantly from your ways, and 
live ; then, when the dart of death is pointed 
at youf hoibm, when the pulfe of life beats 
, flow ; when every QbJ^<^ of delight has vaniih* 
cd ;^. when " y^^^ ears arc dull of hearing ;** 
and your, eyes can fcarcc.diiqem your forrow-* 
^i^ friends; whpn you are taking the laft 
cmbracfe of thoi^ you efteepi the deareft, and 
.bidding them a lpqg> long farewel, you may 
be ^blc to addrefs them in thefe words of con,- 
iolation, ** weep not for me, but for your^ 
. ^ ., - L fclvcs; 



*»ftWei * ii»}hfe t'yta hai'dtfcth thy ftlVfa^Qft j 
^'-eoihij Lord Jeftii, fifeifie ijuicltl^ »" ' ' > 
^' That ftRih iria^* fed. dUf 'dfe^atturft/ !fet' tiS 
Kuhibiy oiFtr up our p'«itkj«s to th^ Alhli^h<y 
Biing, »< m •♦vhdle hahd'Wfe thfc igUci bftlift 
" iirid deith." • • '• :•' ' • ■';-•'• '■•' '• 

'Almighty Odd, Ih4 foutitiiH df "Hfrififettll 
•tKcfoUrce of mi^by, W^j thy toi Worthy 

* crcdtul-ii, pi-oftrate ' oiiifdves  ^(6<pt ibj 

* ^Totiti "»Vitli thfe utitaoft revcffctlici ' -With 
'the profoundeft Vchcf i1i:ion> fup|)Ueati<»g -thy 

* Graife in thie riHe^il 6f 6ur Ukiti, -ahfl th* 

* convferfioh of dur ibUls!' l^rfetribKh^ -with 

* ipprtheiifion, left vth IhotiM k catlsd 'ifl 4 
*> ftate of uhwpefalfed fm ih'to thit^pfiirchc*, 

* ^hich h« «i6rtdl eyebdrl'behdld', &AdMt, 
*"we do, from this nibmchty im^kt 1th littcir 

* tcnbhciatlon of eVcry VicB; Jroih this mo- 
^ ment ^x dediCTate our li^to tfij^ ftrvice'- 
' Irtiprfef^, Vic iittpl6rb thfee> by thfe o^rttioHs 
^ of thy Holy Spirit, flwi obYi^itibhsitcHy 
"* burfclvfes under of '* walkihg Jieiiccftirth ^h 
^* ncwttefs oF life/' ^ ^ Pt^ifent; cimtlftualiy, 
"* to our minds, that aw^ul period,"iVheti flife 
^ foul fliall Iqevc this earthly ikncmUnt, arttt 

* ihali be called to *' give account of all the 

^ «' deeds 
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^' deeds done in the body." * May we live> 

* as we Ihall wifli we had always lived, when 

* we are about to die J And when thou art 

* pleafed to take us hence, blot out our iins^ 

* pardon our tranfgreffions, and receive us, 
^ we bcfeech thee, through the merits of 

* Jefus Chrifl, itito the arms of thy mercy/ 
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SERMON XL 



JOHN III. 3. 

Verily, verify, I Jay unto thee, except a man he 
bom again, he canmtfee the kingdom tfGoi. 

NO paiikge perhaps in the iacred writings 
hath produced a greater divcrfity of 
opinions^ than this uttered by our BleiTed 
SaviQUT. It hath given rife to an infinity * 
of interpretations, too many of them corrc- 
ipondinjg to the pre-concelved^ opinions of 
inen^ without ever confidcring to whom> and 
on what occaiion^ the words were addreifed. 
The Evangclift jiefcribes the perfbn in a very 
circumftantial manner by his name, profdlion^ 

. office^ and defcent ; Nicodemus, a Pharifee, a 
Euler^ and a Jew. He had heard our Lord^s 
miracles often talked of in Judea ; perhaps he 

. had feen fome of thehi ; and could he have 
reconciled the meannefs of His appearance 
with the grandeur of His works^ he would . 
have conchided Him to be the Meffiah. De-^ 

L3 i)rou8| 
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* 

firous, therefore, of obtaining information 
whereby to dire£t his judgment, he applied 
inpcrfon tp7^efu$.^ {^* RaTDK,"" ?hi introduces- 
himfelf, '^ we know that thou art a teacher 
'* come from God, for no man can da thelc 
'^ miracles that thou doett, except God be with 
^rfeim/' To which our .Saviour ariftverjv 
" yiiaJil^^ Ycirify, I iay unto tkee, «»ccpta M»an 
" be ,born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of 
^ '(Sod." ' 'The mirkcles that I 4o;prove xn^ 
rhiilion th^t I am Teht from God : but I db 
greater taiiraclesthan any thou haft'ieen ©V 
heard of. ' Thou mayft have heard that f can 
reftcjre fight to the blmd, that I can give life id 
thofe that are dc^ad. But I ain'co^c intotlie 
Ivorld tb give eyes tathofethat already fee, anci 
a new life to thofe that already live : 1 ^m;co<n6 
to cattfe thofe tlwt are already born, to be btfirtt 
again — a miracle that muft be wrought in s/H 
who embrace my Religion — ^for 'my Gofp^elv 
Which is *^ the kingdom of Gbd*^ here bdoW, 
fcquires fdeha change of heart, in 'both Jfew 
and-Gdntiile, that it may, \^'ith dtrA^^t*(5pritty; 
ie tertned a nriv birth /' And to flieiv 'both 
the importance of the dodlrinfe, ' ahd thfe 
ccrtairtty of its truth. He tdtifirtti's it ijyli 

double 
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double sdTcvcfation, ^* Vcrily^ verily, I fiiy unto 
^^ l!bee> except a mail he hptn again, he canaot 
^-ihc the kin^^omoif God/' 

Let me precdi^e tjiat^ by the Jdngdoiastof 
God^ia Abe tot» we arc not' to uhdcrftaod the 
hajpf^ckci Hean^n, but the ftate of the Gof^ 
pel on eartli : , and the Gofpel is « given lo m^ 
tbaty by the oWervance jqT its precep^, we may 
becosbe ^b^ ohildrsn of Qod. 

£ut as jDooay people tttnforttanatdy have 
been t^ght to coniider the expreffion, ^* the 
^^ kingdom of God/* in a diffibrent ienfe^ as 
relating to the happinels of. heaven; i ^ili 
produce &me parailel pailagcs, which may 
convince yotii that the kingdom of God can 
only mean the ftatc of the Gofpel on earth. 
*^ The kingdom of God/' fays our Saviour, 
** is come upto you/' How ? He was ipcak- 
i«g .in. the land of Judea. But if ypu under- 
€i^n^ the kiogdon) of God, to m^an the hap* 
pinefs of HeayCen) our Saviour would have (aid 
that ^(be kingdom of Judea is the happinefs of 
HeUven, wd);ich is too ridiculous to fuppofc. 

Again> '* ^^ a rich man 4hall hardly enter into 

* This paflage is beautifully illuflr^ted by the Bifhop of 
%,QViiovii ia his admirable ** Le£lures on St. Matthew." 

L 4 ** the 
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•* die kingdom of Heaven.'* Whf} '^ Go^ 
♦*- is no Tefpcder of .perlbnsJ' All the riches 
that are poflefled, were given, and thc'cnjby- 
tnent 6f tliem permitted, by God. And will 
the Judge.of the Wodd coniign his cceatures 
to everlaiting mifery , becaufe they were in poA 
&flion of what he himfelf gave, and ^ve too 
at .a difli^gniihed bleiling ? We;ai^ dl the 
children of his hand, and equally partake .his 
love. What, then, is the meanti^ o£ the cx- 
prcffion? The Gofpcl requires humility, lowli- 
nefs of mind, the preferring of otbeocsta our- 
fclves ;. virtues to which, riches, God knows, 
do not much difpofe us: there is dsiger, there* 
fore, left riches fhould couBtCTa^ the effed of 
the GofpeL * « 

** Verily I fay unto ybu, that the publicans 
^^ and the harlots go into the kingdom of God 
" before you.*' As though he had feid, yc 
carry the appearance of piety in your faces ; yc 
abftain from things innocent ; ye make long 
prayers; notwithftanding whtch^ fo much are 
ye fet upon promoting your own intereft, that 
the publicans and the harlots, who make no 
.pcofeflion of religion, would not disgrace the 
Gofpel, the kingdoni of God, fo much as you. 

Having^ 
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Hiving fhewn,Trom'tWcfcexpf'*fliaM, thdt 
the kingdom pf Heaven -does not meafta future 
ftatfeof BUfs/but the ftate of thfe Goffiel OA 
earth ; I wiil beg your attcrvtion, whilft I at- 
tempt to Oiew the propHety off oxrf Saviour H 
mode of fpeaklng to Nicode'mus,- *^ Verily, " 

vefii^, f fay unto thee, except a man ht . 

born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of 
''God/* ' 

When the '_ Jews received a* profelyte to 
their religion, he was required to forfake his 
father and mother, and all hi:$ conne<f(ions> 
and to aflbclate only wit^h the peopJe, whole 
religion- he had embraced. He w»^ then" faid, 
from his having renounced idolatry, and be- 
come a worfliipper of the God of Abraham, 
to be newly ttorn, or boitf again ; • for among, 
the Jews, they alone, who, by birth, bad the 
privilege of worihipping God, were coiicei-ved 
to live; and they, who were proielyted to fuch 
worfhip, were faid to be born into a new (late 
of exiftence. Our Lord, therefore, alluding to 
thefe opinions, affures Nicodemus that, if he 
would'^ embrace Chriftianity, he, like the pro- 
felytes to the Jewiih faith, muft be born 
again. The fuier of the Synag6gue was fo 

extremely 



fOLtvenMly {vfprlzci 'v^l^ tbU initiation ipto 
th^ M^$a^*» Re)ilgi«tik that h^ :9^f> in all the 
{ai|)rQflSpo> of amai^ement^^^ow i^ai) a m^f^ 
be bom ^.bcB fee h ojd^ 9^ I «io|y f^m) Nico* 
j^emw- covW n9t cejconcil^ th* id^a f>f «?g«* 
jKrttion, or ?i.ne.w:tnrth> 4nhis owft^natioo^ 
srliifih w« by birth tfec, people of ,pod ; Jbc^- 
I9iii«b a& ,'M Ibefore i^^plied^ he ^nderftood re* 
generation to confift in a converiion to Ju«- 
4ai^<^bftt o»ir bkiJed &ivipuf ^qlk< /of a 
fihaoge q£. opiniQHj, ajgid temper, mfi cpp^udt:. 
la ipeikiiigjto a Jjbw, there was a poc^liv pror 
fffiety ip; ieacpreiSng thi5<:hange, ^, the lie» 
regeftei^tAon ; as it tended to Ihew^ th^ 
thtlx deibewt from Abraham wa$ in^fficieait 
po ^tpcv^c theoci th^ ble^gs of the Q&fp^ 
difpenfation : the Go^el; heacCUy «m^]»ced, 
^d thOf oiaghly \ui,derftog^, will cwpBwwicate, 

m 

for begot in then;^ a new> and 9 beji;tqr> that Is, a 
itnofa]^ and a ipiritual^ nature. 

We may conceive owr Lor4 thw a^ldrefiing 
Jhinofcif tx> Nxcodcrav3* ^* Art thw a noaAer 
^* in Iir^9 ftnd know#ft no:t thefe things .?*' 
Doft thou podertake to expound the Law, 
iwJbiich is a type of thc^ ^^1 1 ;am come ittto 
the world to pxomulge, and Mst ignorant^ that 

he 
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htf Av^ crnbracis it, and becomes my difciplei 
HjpmUt fckvc his taihd^rifkd, and renewed? . 
Whrft? Sny tiot yc> '* an eye for ian eye; «nd 
<^|i tooth ior & tootfe ?'^ Whisrcas the pfind- 
pic of my religion is,^o ^^ forgive, .as ye%ope 
**to bk\4 your offences, forgiven at. God*s 
^hemd.^* And if ye fay to a <5cnti}c wfcom 
youp^ofelyte^:o Judaifm — that he is regencrat- 
ed «nd bdwi -again- — I ikj with much greater 
propriety, that' v/hoevet becomes a follower of 
mc,^mtrft be born again, nruft root out of his 
iTmid all ihofe -difpofitions to vice and wicked- 
ti^fsf v^Vrch, in the profeffion bif your religion, 
fee >encoiirages# and fupports. '* Yc dcvotir 
** widows hooffes, and for a pretence maffcc 
'•^ long prayers**— ^lit <every one, who believes 
niy do<5fe«n6, '* nrmft do to all -men as he would . 
'*^.they fliotfld ^o unto him/* and when he 
prays, it muft be, not *' to be feen of men f 
but ** to his 'Father who feeth in fecrct." 

Our Lord, in the 23d of St* Mattbcw, 
cautions the multitude, and his difciples, 
againft; the grofs errors, the fcaridalous impofi- 
^ons, theilagrant wickednefs of the Scribes and 
■pharifces. They fit, fays he, in Mofes's feat— 
thty'arethe received interpreters of his law-^ 
all therefore v^hatfocvcr they bid you obfcrve. 
" agreeable- 
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agrecaUc to this law, ''that observe and do | 
^^ but do not ye after their works ; fpr ij^cj {vg 
*^ and do not ;'* they are guilty of the imptf- 
donable impudence of impoiing by precept^^ 
what they dp not enforce by example* 
"They bind heavy burdens and gri<<vous.to 
'^ be bonu and lay them on men*s dioulders, 
.^'but they themfelves will not move them 
'' with one of their fingers ;'' alludixAg to thoib 
who, driving beafls of btu:den> when the roads, 
are bad, iiipport the loads, and keep them even 
and {l:eady* Our Lord, therefore, means, that 
they will not bear thefe Ibads themfelvi:s, but 
that they rigorouily, and feverely, impqfe them 
on others. '* Woe unto you. Scribes and 
" Pharii^es, hypocrites, for yc ihut up the 
'< kingdom of Heaven againil men, for ye 
" neither go in yourfelves, neither iufier yc 
** them, that arc entering, to go in. Ye devour 
'< widows houfes, and for a pretence make 
long prayers. They fliut up the kingdom 
of heaven, by taking away,'* as St. Lukel 
in the parallel palT^ge, explains it*, '* the key 
'^ of knowlege, and making the word of God 
" of none efFcft by their traditions:'* under 

• • • 

* Chap. xi. vcr. 5^, 
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the ddiLCof rdigioxiytfaey concealed^ very vioe 
fha£ defiles huipan nature^ is defbudiye of the 
peacfej^ and comfort^ and happineis of focie^^ 
and diifaonorabk to Almighty God. 

Tketnianiy of theit private {»H6HcJe coiiv 
ndtd;'CaBiy, widi the corruption of their 
|>ublic preaching. ^ For external ieverities/ as 
ftoquentiafiing) and painful mortifitation, and 
iltoi^gm the conms of the fireets, and in 
the maflrket^|)iaces> whilft they made long 
prayers, they were eminently confpicuoos. 
But the mligion \diich coniifts in fubduing 
pride»*fancorj. malice, covctoufhe&y they neidieT 
ptaAifed, hore^en preached. They wesc'carD- 
ful U> deaiki' theoutfide of the cup.and platter, 
but they took no care to cleanle thoir hearts 
from wicked a^Aidns; They alloived thebr- 
ielvesto be tran^orted,. as they: thought they 
lawfully .might, into violent anger, and out* 
rageous ^ffion, oontrary to the precepts of 
the' Gofpel, whtbh ei^oins us, ^'^to te-ilo^ 
*' to anger> wifling to (forgive, and not to let 
^' tkeiun go ddwik upon oocy wMth.'*' < : 
' $uch being the traditi^nai doArines; andde- 
^nerate; pfa^iee, of the Jewfe; oiir Saviour 
tells Nicodemus, that he ihuft be:Jtom again^^ 
that all, who would be His. dllcipleiB, "inufi: be 

moulded 
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moalded 3kmw^'^^nBm€c:nS})m bis jnifliarable 
in Jtheir ' ke(knrltnknb^ alidr idepratteai inl> dseit 
manners, but)ihi|(jb be .geatlc;:tnik]^.:au:xd' tn^ 
gaging, and: ^jtoouftraft^ ia' thtat ^vtbdlb t9» 
dui&, thelvBAopdon.mbQ 'liici familj^rbf .Odd : 
llicy muii: ji)&k« a .' faciifidd^ /as ^mt^ ai> tMis 
itquiredL by the* Jicws;roHalliii^Q'Jb^ 
feljies tdr.A&ffir Kligito;tpitir)r^ tfaat^Ohttfliwiiy 
(dsd noVconiifb in appcsianoeffi.bultfiQrreaJky. 
This diaogej^ >whlch !Mis tfa& drfictf^sUigrlill' His 
camaly and def>ravcd; ^ffedionsi dur ^S^viMf 
tsalLs, fbe being ibran a@iib/ Al»l:.ftirel^^tl)(^c 
iwisi >a 'prfi|vate<r)r::i«i :ca}ii;!igi;tht)f«r>ii«p^-.Svbp 
^laMnnced/idblat]^ 'to: 4iph»0& JjUf^ltoi;'Cf- 
gctlcfqt{9paii^'n€3ii*lRDiri>uds^c^ <IV\toh 

^^fcaderipiiJpsietjr^ in appiyiogtii^fe tefoifotftAU 

thb fdbfbiite ^ .9vhD>^liado«^ Qf it^iilg ^4- 
hoftrtedt ,cr : J^viag jSbii<W;4br the :p^t^^ (jf 
-being ^fcmj dfi rajcnj f?>iwei» nmrfij^ Igo^bcir 
/M5ab8er>iin^hqwrea m^9TqAf^lh,9n^f)^ tbcir 
:«:bretiiiKri|A«ci;j5^.QQS lwi;lpi^tAjtljf>jH<;-. ?wh^, 
inilead df.rfttfliingr tliini[:hw^'i^9i.^$^ 

ipUtOcdJ!> ttloao^^jtl^ itei\d»:£Mm^ p^l^itioa, 
-«ndi3gpi;iiipetfe^allf'ff! sittfur^^ri^ti^ci^^". 
. ; ^Qw.dlquglt %xk bdvt iov^biaevdf^e; tbe 
; «: i fame 



fiinieivicek to'^farikke^ fst the fiite. of a man^ 
born^ auid* ediitated a<]?hn(flMn»; b. ib Widdijr 
difiorent train that xf^ind proielyto^ tdChrif^* 
tianity, that it will »Dt| wilbdut airiolatiafi 
df pfo^iefy^ admit the applkatioh of' the 
fame t^bpni. If w<? fi^ to mir ha&^i, *' we 
^' M'ttft b6 born agaiiv/ ' we ibauid ipeak monr 
to ybur faticy^ than tdydui^ jodgineht* Foral-^ 
idwtngV'fdf M moment^ that a Chriftian is regcs 
ii^rafe andbovn agmn^ in thi &aic {bme take 
thj$ eipae^n ^ and that. he "can foicU ^qnd dtf- ^ 
ting^iiU tte opetatiom of Ood s Spihit, :iiYhich 
is hO' latere aflbnted hi Scriptute ; > wikat^id 
woxfld beahfwefed hf^it} \Ve.iiav«.ieen;,.utt- 
'happily^on^Jsndanfvraced firom thefuiipoiitioii; 
the taiiftaliuiig ' the toviagft c^ the imaginatioti 
for the opf rations of the Holy Spirit^ .^ and the 
diDOiniilg all to etimal p^ditioii^ 5«rha donot 
thinkj on libme . difputafale. poialisyiCQcat^ as 
'themfftiTes. ^ Hadtfa been^ intetadedjr that vie 
ihoulct vdiilinguilhv the MQ|)aaBdi»r of Qod's 
Spirit^ ^m thttfc ^ knit ovfai ihind^i^ vte mdy 
. pk^&Htae> that om'^ Biff&d^ Siyiospin^Miai Be 
pronslied ihtt ^ififlaacd^of fche iMy^Gfadft, 
•ivbYiid' /ha^ dmwit'the .Imes:^ ^diflindidti. 
May JVfelifccarcfini, m/^bi^threnv nji^'to arr6- 

gate 



t>ito. do -jtifHy, I'tKf love tmtfcj,j.di9d to ::>^]k 
s^'ilmiiblyr.Witix^cm Gsad T' /w ;, a. ;/ .. .^, :, 
:u.iVnd is this, it wiay hc./aikpAci«ft*th?i*» 
«cant,byv^iciiag boctt ^gtini To \^ilw«ih.a(Nr€;AR^-, 
::fwei^.jx$, dtliiiallc aad ^o add^ Jtha^^ Jt;is^lie- 
inomtly t0,hfi;wiib?d, thatjeycry: p)ipjj^ei-,pf^t^r 
-€bfpd^mnfttad iof. lafipg. iwhr: iigut^^ys.f^^ 
'^pnilkiis; Mrould.iexhpct his^ hurib j$:;ia ^fftcjp^ 

iigiiifiotok^ ihacountoy^ivhcM ]^ccate IjRbifytii;^!^ 
'intolithtr' pfofcflba. of .Cht:iflianityrjrfe» feri^p. 
th£is''^£n^, (flhd rfo Jeiid Ja. now: life. ^Su^h 
.pDBaicdH^:i»i^rcxit utttjaeriH>;W(9iI,d4mt'ai^t^ 

ai^mtty, itfac c&cacyjqf ihc; ChurchCpjt C^ttf i^e - 
Lctb^XDc Jwre oh^xei» that> iQrJbbo: offlop^jcrf 
Bapfiiin;^ imir. Chyrdbuoqnfiifcs^ iwith; gr^^jj^ 
tied; rftgeiKnitevi^c^ 
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On thf i^rab ^M^ f^ 

^ toow, V tfcc lattr* 6r watibtftg of t«geiM»* 
. *' tion inbaptifm^ received into the mitAbstdt 
*'^thc chiidienofGod."* Whidh *xptfeffions 
lecAi to be tabeh from the exbortation to 9{; 
PauK when he was miraculoufly Ct^Vfcifted 
from Judairm to Chriftianity ; *' arifey «id be 
*^ baptized, and wa6i away thy fins, calfittg on 
. «* the name of the Lord." Every petfon^ there- 
Yore, who IS adftiitted into the profeflion of 
Chriftianity, is b&rn agamy and regenerated 
with God s ttoly Spirit. And every pcrfon, who 
|>erfertos, according to his ability, what was 
pfoniifed, and rowed fer him, in hisbapttfmi 
•* flball be an inheritor of the kingdom of hea- 
f ' yen." Now as thbfc, who lead wick6d lives, 
'derire little, or no advantage, from regeneration i 
whilft they live wickediy, fo if " they turn 
*' away from their wickedness, and do thsit 
*• which is lawful and right, they fliall la\*6 
*' their ftJuk alive." This renewed ftatc is, 
very improperly, called by fome people, a con- 
Tcrttd, or a regenerate ftate ; which applies 
only to the Gentiles in the infancy of th^ 
Golpelr when " they turned from dead ^rorki 
** to ferve the living God;" and to tBc Jews, who 
acknotvleged J^iUs to be the Mctiiah, or H 

M th« 



, r. / 'Ilie Clergy are'vety oftcHi and J belien^, in 
^cneiaU very unjuilly/ charged .witlKilclinradng 
6am the pulpit> do^rines 4i£feneiit from..6]ak)rt 
4»ti*ained in the Prayer Book.' / iLoK^k^ ; laix^- 
ifeech you, into the office of Ba^t jif nXi an^ .coo^ 
Tonce yourfelvcs^ whether ouc Chi^rdi^) bjj^r^ 
meivi.tnrth^ does not mean owtadmifiwu-intb 
thcfilroffiifionQf Chriftianity ^ It isrS^bd^ ibofly 
juitiaati^iyangdical.%irit9 thajt tho<^ca^»irait 
Itaving nsceiyed the. Holy CfhoiJU cannot judlge 
itai^tlyroii tj3b^ fubjfeftr \^hilft>an:ignora]oit^m<;* 
tk^nici iltifbo»i4 &an# i&eoabfodi by th^ mmif- 

itde2dly:Qppo&be to tbolib re^oiLledby ourLt^rd, 
aUdaSa^tiour^ JdOtts. Chnft^. Btctlido you tfajbik, 
tliktibjs: I>iTi^^^ 

i^ith fcbe wifd0m/o£;aJ[xumaixikgiikt6r^itf )^ 
-itajdidelivered Ejcode .of.laws; and Qpnumaxikiid 
130 £0 c^,inmdcctautBderiknd^tk(e^ p:tfviisd, 
ai:thciapu3>time^ hcbad lock^ np'^our ondlc^ 
-ihindin^ £o impenetrably;: that they fiiouMfBe 
^fio better, ta/us. than^ a :£sakid ho6h^' milciB|iiie 
o|is(acd them f\ri^Jbis;Hob)r< Spxrit^^^a bli;flii% 
"pot attending either fdvtre ftudy> or upright 

condu^. 



Ofi1§ieiNiw>Bk&t. Ill 

fical and extravagant ? ^ ; ; ^ 

' But as we are feid ** to be led by the S pirit^ 

'[^iud that riid S}>i)rit of God dwAUs ia oiir 

^^F bearte by feithy" It may be thought, tiiat 

&iinetbtii|g more k fflieant^ thad tnereiy ieading 

4iine^lif0iitoii^bieh it may be anfweredy that 

joVeiyi mttny ivho deiires the ialvatioci 6f lib 

c&al>;wi}Lrc3ceiTe the aiSflance of the Spirit of 

XSodi abd iivtl^ be difpofed to qualify hi& ]qeart> 

ilnDre,md«io#e>f6r the feceptiQn) and abiding 

iq^Gcld'd^IMy Spir^: he wiikprayy iindliis 

|}iHyeiss^it^iU;;be htofd, and grftnted^ that;f'<^d 

^ riiodd |rt]t A nb^t^^f^ wittit^ him; thatite wiU 

-^itttk^ tbe liJKiiiry Im flofii>aflld.%ill 

, ffigive.kii^ to^^heatt^^ iftdbj Jbd t^^>e0d>lfatt 

^^dbk^mwji walk^m GodVi}atttti^,,and kedpilfis 

i^^ioidinaatcis and do tfa^em, that he imagribc^Mis 

iMi thiidj ind ihafi^God may te his God/li:); la 

bk&ending/ hito hifQl€;|if> i£h^fiadhiiid[>fpafi<* 

^tisub/lq far pervjQr&> fae inooiedfatcly £cts hissk- 

-^fettfdD cori^dt ; if be be: obftinatB> peeviflu^ 

:&]Ilidnv(€en&ttiou^> m;$licious, paffionatey corcth 

adbsh ixtifieisdble^ &e has the- durance of the 

^6{^\y ihat^ i^hiii% he iadu}gc$^fuch a tempeff 
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he cannot, be a child of Ood> and that GodI 
cannot inhabit fuch a 'poliut^d breaift. !Ue, 
therefore, *' brings forth the fruits c4tht Spirit^ 
•* low, joy, peac% Iong-fulf^ring» gentleAefs, 
''. gi^odncls, faith, meetnefs, teftjpcrance/^* 
Thu0 living under the influence of the GofpdL^. 
jft new turn is giren to the current ofi V\9 
thoughts, new afFeiftions are raifed in his mind^ 
snd the pa^ions of his heart are 4etermin€d^ 
and reg^iktcd, in another, and a bctteir, ii]am^;r* 
Call fuch an one, if you pleafctregetxefatcaml' 
born again, I only %, .you nfe the terms in^- 
j^roperly :— the Scriptures llyle Barnabas,, ijvbo 
Was *^ fultcjf the Holy Ghoft," d^^W «t^». 
Asbd, iadtedf t^e^^ is a,ftrong objciStion againft 
adi^rcffing either individiaals^ praflTembUes, pn- 
^e^rtjie titles of believers, faitit$> regenerate,, the 
. caUcdj ifuch dlftinclions haviff^g a natural teo?- 
4epcy to infpire human nature wirt|i tigorr fijift- 
gula^ityy uncharitablcnefs, apd fpicitnai' pri.de 
-T-the very vices we are to renounce;, before, ifi^e 

i * 

can derive- any benefits from the diipeniktioi* 
of the.Gofpel ; or, in the words of the te^,. 
*' before we can feejthe kingdom of God." That 
yoij have the %)irit of God) give this evidence 

-,? j —go 
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• '^go tm from tnfc degree of cxccUcnoi to ah» 
<>ther, aod *' die daily unto 'fin/ aod ILvetintd 
^ Hghfcoufiiefs.- - ^ • ^ 

Haringlhc^ii w^hattMr SiKour mcant^^^^ 
be laid to Nkodcmus, ** cxccpta man'bt born 
^again, be cannot fee the tingdom of God ;*^ 
arid^that tKe words> liferally underftood, catmot 
fcc^ applkd'to us, who live tinder the di^^* 
ifetion of the 'Goipei^kt me briefly cxhdit 
jbu to ceafc io do evil, and to leam to' do 
ivell*— words of the famfe awfcrl import' to '*tr| 
as were thofe addrcffcd by our BlcffedXcf^dto 

^ > * 

Nicadcmus-^" urilefe ye ^re borft agaii^' y« 

<**cannot fcethe^kingdom ofGod-'*' ' '" "'!;•* 

' IJid our Saviour fay lo a Jctr b^ : bitth i ' *^ ^ 

•*^muft be bom" '^galh?" VeiSy to yoXiji ^'i^6 

*^% bafptiiin ARE regcrlerate, and bom k^iti, 

^jf yedie in your fms ye will pcrifli/^ IThk 

JfeWs &tv<rtipoh them the difpkafbre of Odd^ 

by^ aifuming^ much confcquence And fupoiiii- 

irity * by indulging pride, rancor, aftd nidiicc ; 

'^feythdr extortion, and rapacity; Theyqukl?^ 

iit& indeed thefe ^' wopks of the de\?il,^' by 

itlicir long and frequent pirayets, by their zeal 

•ili profelytbg the Gcntiles'to the JeWilh Jaithj 
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by thuir regularity in ^'^ faying ¥ftlie 'of InJiiti- 
f^ Stoifc;: and cumnritt; omittiiTg^bfcf T^tt^hM*^ 
** mitters of the law, juftice, mehiyi aiidfeatlt^ 
** thct^ ftrahiitig lft% gnat, and^aHd^iw^ a 
t' caVncl."' The feme vices will dwiW -Mf'^ 
the difjileafurc of God.- In vain Aall We^t* 

*' ' * ^ 

Xtmft to caramntc with heaven, fejr^fchV^bD* 
iervacce of Ibmc cafy virtues. Whatever a 
' -fehriftian doea, it is to be done, f' as feeing liim 
f* who is ihvifiblc^* — ^ if Gad were -wfibly 
prei^nt to expr^is his approbation, or manifefi: 
his difplcafure. Whoever cmbra,ces ChrilSiia- 
nity, from the pcrfuaflon, that he is redeemed 
*• by th^ precious blood of Chrift,". will en- 
4cvo3r to V become holy, in all manner of con-. 
*^ vcrfatioA and godlinels/' Do we live under 
jthis divine influence ! Do we. regulate out 
Icmpejfs, pw.r^ify our carnal inclinations, and 
avoid fiin> iw whatever ihapc it prefents itfelfi 
to us ? Do we. cultivate, and nourifti, religious 
affefiions ^ D,o vje delight ourfelves in the 
worlhip arid ferviccpf (rod^ and pj^y off eqtdal 
^bedUnc^ to all his commandments ?, In a word, 
9fc wc his people, ^nd can we truly fay, that 
hp is our Gpd I And wefc we now called to 

give 
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^vt ^n account; of our llves^ in what maoncr 
^uld we w^ifcM before him» ia wbc^ prcfence 
no evil dwclletb ? He requires us to bring 
foith the ^its of the Spint; and if we dif^ 
appoint bis expedations^ he has declared what 
tl^e coaie^uence of our condud flxall hpr^ 
^1 weeping, and w^ling» and gnaibing .,of 
:^. teeth r 
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SERMON XII. 

to 
i * * 

^^ he reajbne^ of rtghUoufnefif tempinmcef and 
judgffient to cQme, F4m iremhkdy and an^ 
Jwer^^ g^ thy tpayfor titis time ; whm I have. 
a cpmmhtt/eq/bn IwfJJ call for fhee^ 

THE chapter* from which thcfc words are 
taken> ibrces itfelf on our noticcj a$ c»ie 
of the moit entertattUDgi mftruftivc, and aw* 
£ul, of qtll whilbfa relate the propagation of Cbrif» 
tianity. 

St.. Paxil, the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, 
was feat down from Jeruiaiem to Cefarea, 
voider a iirrong guard of horfemen and foot, to 
be txaed before Felix, the Roman Deputy Go 
Ytsnsot o£ tho Prpvince, &>x a tranfgreffion of 
thQ }ftw> of which b^ was accufbd, and a tu- 
mult of £editLcm his ippjnions had occadoned 
iicoong thfi tWQ dftfpotdant ^ds qf the Jews, 
{)ie Ph^rifees ax^d Sl|idthicc^ 

To 



IT9 1^/ h^i^ FtfiSfjr: 

To filcnce, cflcftually, tfee Apfiftlc in futiifc, 
and> by his example, to deter others of his 
pcrfuafioa, from ** preaching this xicw dodrikicv 
*' aod bringingcertain ftrangc* things to thieiir 
^^ ears;" to give ibiemnity to the triaU and 
efficacy to their proceedings, Ahaniafe^ rtho 
high prieft, with the elders of the Sanhrdriiri; 
Vrime down alfo toC^area, having retaiadd* 
certain' orator^ named TerttvUutil, tdmanige 
their i iodi^merrty and be their advoc^te^^jor 
counfeU .And he fceifts. not iU qiMJified >for 
the part he had undertaken: his fpecch is 
aonci& and- conciliating; but full of bittdristr 
y0ftiyer'and.'rpK:^ous perifecutionr-i his charge 
ho^£apports by thoievidtiioe of the Sanhedfim^ 
foi; the; faored writer tclis us -** *hc Jcvrsigate 
^' th?if ^1?ent to the truth" of bis afferti^ttp, 
^ff^^g that theie things.wcre^*" i St* Wvlf 
h»in§ the. liberty. o£ fpieaking ia bis ewsi)/ jt||^ 
tiiicatianr giveadiftin<^ ^x^w^^t^'^^i(j^ 
parts of. t^e charge n;tade4giEHi^'|>l9!';> iffi^hc 
pfofircution. ^f. whiclv hecochjHilts^ a* ^ec^itiKlki 
of; his abiiiticBfUUsd: a teftir)>pny' of hi^friw/b" 

9nd cunofity, afnd io ii»tcesfting|*jls to 41l^tt)UP' 
companion and attadtlmcj:^/ - r^:V ^^ a j, iv* 

Fclixi 
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fefbibd to makft-a *final dctcrrninatioh, before 
lieihad ieen^kKdiw L^fia^i the chief cap^alftji 
Dwb^wouidf elate with accuracy, and afccf- 
tam vrkh precrAo^, the alleged iedition ahc! 
tukiiuit>fmd commanded Paul to be kepi, in 
the intervening time, under a guard. ^ '^ And 
^^ fefiter certain days^ when Felix cari^e with 
JMabwife Dniiilla," who was born and edti- 
pated'in the Jewifh faith, " to Cefarea; the 
if Govtrrwr fcnt for Paul to appear before 
f^ them,!' thathe might hear what tli6Apoftle 
cAuljd fay conderning his <-eligidn-^-^*< concern- 
>5ing that way Which the J^ wscalled herefy,** -^^ 
how he conld Ibpport it by Argument, illu^rate 
it with 6bfervations, and adoi-n it with- elb- 
.^isetiee.' ' The Apoftle feltf^s for tfhe fubjeft 
iirhis difconrfe two virtues, orf the ofeftrVancc 
•iA#! which 'de^nd the cofti forts and'happtheTs 
^Hf >c!iviii ahddotneftic life, 1fh6 wing the obliga- 
fl6ns Chriftianity lies- on its profcffors invio- 
Jifely t0 pra<Slife them-^and enforces- them' by 
1^ moft awful of all confideratlons— an 'im- 
'{^i^tifal 'accfouM %iil ' men muft give of their 
$^6n8 -at God's tribunal, an4 be eternally pu- 
piihed or rewarded. ^Biit the <Srovernor, in a 
*.. •- . 'fit 



fit <if trcmblipgj interrt?i5t* hfeyrifonfer> iaying 
he would hear him further, at a more cdhve^ 
nicpt U'dSqci. And '.* as* ba reafbhcd of rigftten 
•' oufnefs, temperanqe,,aad judgment to come, 
*'JFeUx trembled, and anfweied, jgo thy way 
*' /or this time, wl^ehl have a jconVcnicrit fea- 
^' fon, I will call for thee/' * ' " '^ 

[VVe will iirft confider the conduft, and hian- 
ucrs of the man, whom the Apoftle addrcfies 
in his difcourfe of ** rightcojufnefs, temperance, 
f andjudgiiienrt to come,'* where we ftiall ice 
|;hc ftrength of undcrftanding', fervor pf it?A, 
and boldnefs of reproof, by which he was ib 
eminently diltinguiflled m the delivery of 3 cEh 
coiii^ie, which made F^lix: tremhleJ 

T^b6 Charadler of Felix, as given by Kiftor 
pans* of iin(jueilionabIe veracity, is, that dur-? 
mg his government of Judca, under the R'o- 
nianEmperor,Claudius Cefar, he indulged* him* 
U\t\ti every fp^cies of cruelty jraijd committed 
ev^fyliind of inji|{lice^ — his ppwer was diu 
played in ads of Violence^ and in the exercii* 
of tyranny , A governor, gf fuch a corriplcxioior, 
ibeltered ui^er th^' wings* of iippunity^ muft 
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* See Tacitwr inrf Jofi^hi^, ' . ; " - 

have 



Paul if^ore ^elix. 1 81 

bavc bew exceedingly odious to thpfe, -.wKp 
groaned beneath the weight of hi^ defpoti^ 
vengeance: but he became .more dete(lable 
by the indulgerjce of his lufts, in thegratific^r 
tion of which, he broke down all the fences 
of .cpntinency, honor, and affeAion, , Xhc 
marrying Drufilla is a notorious inftance. She 
\#as the wife of another man ; but Felix* hav- 
ipjg heard h^r celebrated for the charms o£ bar 
beauty, lediiced her from her buiband, and, 

* in cpntempt of right, and defiance qf law;, 
kept .her for hi^ own wife. 

To his catalogue of vices we arc tQ Siddy 
further, bribery and oppreffion, intimated by 

^the facred hiftorian ; "he. fent for jPaql the 
*' oftener to talk with him, hoping that nwncy 
•* would have been given him by Paul. '.And 
thi^ he did, no doubt, becaufe St. Paul, had 
faid in his defence, that ** jhe came up tOi Jeru* 
*' falern tp bring alms to his nation." Oifapf 
pointed in his avaricious hopes, he kept Paul ^ 
pnfoner for two years j and when he vV;as re- 
called by Nero, the fucceeding Emperor^ on, a 
cjbarge of cruelty and oppreffion, he, meanly 
and malicioUlly, ^* left Paul bound," to induce 
the Jewsjto reprcfeatbiin tO;thpEmpcror with 
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ij^'aTperity of otnfuvc, and Ids viehoiteciiiQefxar 
iiniiigiiiatiQnr. ' • . .rtfri 

- ' Suth is the chArfeftei: of iPdmi Let tis falw^ 
^ec how wifelj adapted^ and Suitably dpf^JoA, 
was the fubjcdl of St. Paiil's vdifcowrlc ; //f he 
^' l?eafodcd of rightcoiifnefti tcmpcmncCb land 
" judgment to come. • f /.f. 

The defign of the Apoftle^v^^ toiheWtilpfc 
!(lrong obligations the do&ines of Chiriftbabiftjr 
He on men, to obferve tht tules of jlifticeraind 
•temperance; and, if on fticn^ individuaUj^'boMr 
j^reat on thofe in whom the adrttidiftcatioii 
icrf^Juiltce is vefed? for itis not neceflkrydhat 
thcty .Should bcirr^proaichablQ dnly mineh^zdsf 
niiniftration^ but uniforiiily ^xeriiplaiyin the* 
^ndudi they arc*^ toihinc asiigfatsmthe trotrW^* 
atvdito jenforcfc the laws, as welL by thd^nqic^ 
^rtflrpxa^iocr^s by their delegated povvfr^.Aifc4, 
tMt bhe; gatennQT noight notelHidc the ftitdgfch 
<6rf^hi4 argumeirt$, by ahy «yafions pf £>pbiftr]^, 
^K. fti'tifices of dcwi^ be urgcjs.thc hvGrCf vaod 
impartial accoiuirti.to be givea iiti a judgn»!xit 
to comCi where powct^can^ ito longet o|ipre^, 
authority prote^, licur ct>ntiiog tokiceal; la Tw- 
buaal where poverty : and! wealth ^'WtUihci:^ 
the ikme .level> . and £ab[A^xt ,y(i^nt& JbcDcUt 
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f!q«ud;:aid3V«m^ges' with vindfAWe ngG-^T^ 
bunal, where teal goodncfs will be ^ mwardad 
with evcflafting' glory, and aftual guilt be ba«* 
hiil^(i^ forever, from the prefencc of the King 
of kings'^ .and Lord of lords. 
' CI To pteada: to a magiftratc, invefted with 
uncontrolable power, that a future punifh- 
nittYt atraited him from a iupreme Judicttiure^ 
|iidkiated' ati intxtpid fpirit hardly, as it ^KD\lld 
Hecrai: attentive to its own prefcrvation; St^r 
Paul /was a prifoner; he was to appear at the 
4mr of the magiftrate, to ftand as acriAiitiad 
«o^be tried for his life. Inflead of moving the 
fjityi and^conciliatii^ the ^ftecmof the Judgcf^ 
fey exorcifing his tsai^nts in an oftentatidtMidifi* 
plajy of ^^theiu^ny worthy dced^ ddnb^'ti^'t'he 
*/'iproviacei>yith« wifdora" of the Govei^oi'is 
idxhlnv^nti^vkf the Apoill^ calls upon hirji^4J6 
fd^jiiw^lm'doeds of rapine, and-fubdueMs^M- 
bki^idfkift^ artd> in the prtfehecr too^ ofithe 
Hidiy perfort who had fo powerful an afcdhdatifty 
Dve/Wm ; clthef not ooniideriagj or Gonieitltl*- 
jrtgi^l][e iate ^f John the B^tifl, wbofe head 
vr3s demanded by Herod, by the fuggeftion of 
Heradtasy whdnii,4ike.FeUx^ he h^d iialawfuliy 
mwikiad.i Hc*exem/pM^d^ iSin- his cc^iduT^; hxi, 
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own dcchuration^ ^^ I count all thk^ but I0II 
^ for the cxcellcttcy of the knowiege of OgrnA 
'* Jcfus my Lord :'* whether the Govemof 
would admir^c his difcourfc, or not; or, whe* 
ther it might not exafperate^ and provoke hid 
Judge, to deprive him of hii^ liberty or his^^ 1a^^ " 
was not the objeifl of his coYiiideration, or ire* 
gard ; but, from a knowlege of the charaftef 
of the peribn before whom he was fpeaking^ 
he feleded topics> which might be the means^ 
by the bleiiing of God, of awakening him from 
his iethargfr of vice, and implanting in ht» 
mind, ieeds of virtue, and principles of piety. 
But fuch appeals are, generally, tmeafy to ai 
guilty^ mind ; the potion whicii was admtni- 
itered, though ialutary in its efie(^, W£i5 mmlb^ 
oua to the palate. So powerful was the na^ 
ibning) andfo irrefiitible the appKdttbii, hA 
cries out, " Go thy way for thi;S time ;- when I 
** hzxt a convenient feaibn I will call for thee.** 
Often do we obfcrve, that men, however fla- 
grant may be their weaknefles, ridiculous tkcif 
opinions, or reproachful their condu A— ^though 
reproof be given with the gentlcft intimatiott' 
-*-difcover the fame uncaiineft with Felix ^ 
fifom the iame confcioufnefs they are feizcd^ 
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witil ' treipbling; and< tacitly acknowlege th^ 
jnftice^ amiprGpsiety of the reproof ; but, ** go 
^^thywayi" theycrjr, " for this time;*' when 
I^amdiippfcd to hear of my weaknefle^, ray 
folUes> or my vices, which too often meet me - 
Vfikhi uAwdcome interrupd0n^ <' I will c^ll for 
'* thee/* ' 

 That the goyemor of Judea, when the eiior* 
mity of his fins was fet clcaHy before his eyes^ 
ikoxrid trembk with apprehenfion at the fight 
of' his danger; Should behold, with horror, the 
precipice ' on which he llo6d> ^nd the gulph 
below ready to receive him, does not create 
afioniihmfctit, nor excite furprize, " Fearful* 
^\ nefs and trembling came upon him, and an 
** horrible dread overwhelmed hita I for wick- 
'^ ednefs, condemned by its Own witnefs, is very 
*' timorous, and* always forecafteth grievous 
" things/' St. Paul had reprcfented his guilt 
in fttch glarin^g colors; the fimplicity of tmth 
ws« caiforced by cogency of argument, and per- 
fuaiion of oratory, fo ftrong as to imprefs con- 
vi6tion, and fb powerful as to alarm with 
ternor : his Vices prcfented themfelves in dread- 
ful array to his eonfcicncc, the tyranny of op- 
preiBpsi, the fubverfion of public happinels, 
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and the annihilation of domeftic peace. Ufl- 
able to look on fuch a icene with tranquility, 
or anticipate its efFefts without confternatioii,' 
he trembles at the account he muft . one day 

I , now proceed to the laft part of the text, 
that, when Felix trembled at the reafbning of 
rlghteoufnefs, temperance, ami judgment to 
cor&e, inftead of exaimining his ways, fbrfak^ 
mg his fins, and embracing Chriftianity, he 
difmiffes the Apoiftle with — " Go thy way for 
*' this time ; when I hare a convenient feaibn 
^^ I will call for thee." 

When a Judgment to come was founded in 
his ears, the fad ftate of his accounts, how uc- 
terly unfit, how altogether unprepared tficy 
were to undergo an accurate infpe6Hon, filled 
his foul with anxious difquietude. But, not- 
withftanding, he had not t^efolution ^' to break 
*^ the chain of his fins, with which he was fo 
*' faft tied, and bound." He might, indeed, 
purpofe to become a Chriftian, amend his Ufe, 
and provide agaihfl- a future Judgment : ^but 
this, unhappily, was to be deferred till ibme 
other, and, as he termed it, '* more convenient 
•* fcalbn." To have prepared againft.a Judge- 
ment 
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ment to come, was, to have inftaritly forfaken 
a(U thofc vices by which he was fo infamoxifly 
difttnguiihed ; to " have renounced the hidden 
*' things of diflionefty; to have made reftitu- 
'' tion for the injuries, and wrongs^ he had com* 
'* mitted ;" to have fubjeded his licentious de* 
fires to the reins of continence; and, froni 
having in his boibm a *' heart of ftone, to 
*^ have had a heart of flefli:" in other words> 
inftead of '* loving the world, and being a lover 

of pleafure, to have fet his afFcAions on 

things above, and have become a lover of 
•'God." To a man of Felix*sdifpofition, this 
was a ftrange reverie. And rather than a real 
converfion fhould be wrought in hirn, he puts 
off both the difcourfe, and his amendment, to 
fome other more convenient feafon. 

Allow me to trefpafs a little longer on your 
patience, whilft I make an application from 
what has been faid. 

The Gofpel is ordained by God to be preach-* 
ed to make us better men. Does it produce this 
defirable efFeA, and, the more we hear it, da 
we improve in the pradice of all virtue? — ^ 
Or, does he that was unjuft continue to be un- 
jufl ftiUh Preaching is an ordinance of God, 
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and is inftitutcd for the cxpfefs purpofc '* of 
V converting finners from the error of their 
^' ways." The moft ^bjeft wretch, ivho hath 
not where to lay his.head, and the moft defpo** 
tic mon^rchj that ever fwayed a fceptre, are. 
hereby, equally put in mind of the duties of 
^hett refpedive ilations, ^nd of the accQijint all 
p>en miuft one day give to God; The word 
preached aCiures us,, that we are to be tried, all, 
|)efofe a Tribu,Bal where oqr every afiion, and 
the motives of it, will be known. The man» 
who.ha^ irnbrued hi«^ hands in Injuftice, whe^ 
tiht^r under the cover of eliablifhed cuftom,^and 
Jhe fon^lioiv of popular fafliion ; whether hift 
aiSls of decpit have been fecretly committed^ 
or his luft of rapine openly perpetrated, will 
then wifli that his dealings had been always un» 
difguifed as the light, and clear as- the noon- 
day.. To men who ar? confcious their traniac- 
tions are not honeft, whofe hearts tell thenifc 
they take advantage gf the acknowleged. :ig- 
aorance, or unfufpeiling innocence of thfir 
acighbor ; to fueh mca let me appeal, in the ' 
prdj^ncfi of that God, '^ to whofe eye all thing? 
" arc naked and open,"' and aik them, whe-^ 
ther they dp not, like Felix, trejoblQ.^t the . 
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thoughts of a future Judgment } Of, you con-» 
gtatulate youpfclves, it may be, ott the felicity 
of addrcls, and dexterity of cunning, by which 
you can over- reach the unfufpe<^ing i on the 
exercife of authority, and command of infiu<* 
cnce, by which you can overpower the help- 
kfs. Enjoy your triumph t but you will 
not enjoy it long. The fcene will fbon. be 
doled ; fooil will it be laid, '' how hath the 
'' oppreflbf ceafed ! Leave off then' from dc- 
^^ ceit, and let go oppreffion, and go^ prepare 
*' to meet thy God." The fame argument 
applies to the commiffion of every fin; whe- 
ther the indulgence of irregular defires, the 
cuftom of intemperate fwearing, the profana*- 
tion of the holy Sabbath^ — " fot all thef0 
^\ things God will, one day, bring us into 
" Judgment.'* Whenever then we hear, by 
the preaching of the word; Gocl Ipcaking to 
us, as he fpoke by the Prophet to David, fay- 
ing, ** thou art the man,'* let us inftantly 
confider our danger ; let us confider that we 
are obnoxious to the wrath of Godr— that 
^* our fins have feparated Him from u8-*-«nd 
^* that there is but a ftep between us, and ctcr* 
'* nal death/* From that moment, let us amend 

N 3 our 



Igo Faul hefore Fdisf^ 

0M life; let us not, like Felix, ^ Atict\t ta ^ 
•* more coivvenient feftfbn," perfuadiag our- 
felves, that we will repent at Ibmc future period. 
No: if whilft we are under the power pf con- 
^idion, and the apprehenfion of danger, wc do 
not ** begin to learn the way of rightcoufneis,!' 
it is to be feared, that we fliall never know it ; 
if we put off our repentance, when our fins 
flafli confufion in our face, there is but too 
much reafon to apprehend, that, as we have 
lived, fo ihall we die: we have lived wicked, 
"We fliall die impenitent. 
. It 11^ a melancholy confideration, that many 
men attend the preaching of thq Gofpel all 
their life long, without being at all the better 

for it : they hear the denunciations of God 

1*. 

Almighty againft the fin$ they are continually 
committing, without thinking it worth/ their 
while to coniider, that they are the very pcr- 
Ibns on whom thefe awful threatenings will 
be executed. The minifter of the Gofpel 
'^ ftands between the living and the dca,d,'* 
fent, by God himfelf, to wanjmen of the dan- 
ger to which they are liable by the commif- 
lion of fin, and they hear him, with as much 
unconcern; as if they were certain, beyond all 
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poflibility of doubt, of t^cir &lvatton , How 
can they rcooi«:ile fuch infoknV fiich rebellU 
ous CQndudl towards their Maker? Are they 
eonteut to run the rifque of iiururring His dif- 
picafure? Or, do they thinkjhe threatens with 
a defign never to infliifl his punithments ? Such 
a thought leads, I fear, to eternal condemna- 
tion. To prevent any miftake, where our im- 
mortal happineis is concerned, let us be per- 
fuadcd, immediately, to examine the ftate of 
our foiils/ whether, acccnrding to the terms of 
the Gofoel," we have hope towards God?" let 
us bring faithfully to our remembraiice our 
paft fins, and let the Gofpcl fairly determine, 
whether we arc the obje<5ls of God*s. mercy, 
or of his difpleafure. If there be the leaft 
doubt—if the Gofpel does not pronounce, un- 
equivocally, in our favor — if it does not re^ 
move cver)^ apprchcnfion— -let us not fay to 
our confcicncc, what Felix faid to the Apoftle, 
M.Go thy way for this time; when I have a 
*.^ convenient feafon 1 will call for thee;" but 
let us this day, *^ before our eyes {kep> or Our 
^* eye4ids flumber, or the temples of our head 
" take any reft," let us devote ourfelves to 
Gpd; let our thoughts be exalted, our iaiFec* 
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tions raifed to Heaven^ our minds renewed, 

and let us walk> not as others/ but as the chil« 

» 

dren of God. Then> when the awful day ar- 
rives, the day, when every fon and daughter 
of Adam, from the exiftence of creation to 
the diffolution of all things, ihall enter upon 
their unalterable ftatc of complete happinefs,' 
or indefcribable mifery, we (hall be welcomed, 
through the Merits and Satisfaftion of Jeibs 
Chrift our Lord, with this tranfporting invi- 
tation, ^^ come, ye bleflcd of my Father, in- 
^* herit the kingdom prepared for you front 
^» the foundation of the world/* 
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SERMON Xm. 

LUKE %. 27» ' 

Thoujkalt lave the Lord thy God with all thy 
hearty and with all thy foul y and with all thy 
Jirength^ and with all thy mind* 

THE Love of God is a fentiment not didat^ 
ed by nature^ but prcfcribed by Reveldtipn^ 
That God IhoiUd be the objedt of terror to his 
creaturesj» and ihould avenge hiimfelf upon al( 
that do evil^ is an appreheniion implanted in. 
the human mind ; but that he ihould engage 
our love^ and become the moral delight of his 
offspring, for this ground of comfort^ and aA 
furance of confolation, we are indebted to the 
Law delivered by Moies, and to the Gofpel 
revealed by Jefus Chrift. 

Such is the origin of this divine principle, 
the love of God ! But, like many of Heaven's 
beft gifts, by fome it is admitted with caution, 
\yy others, received with coldneis^ and even re* 
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jc<3cd with difdain. To love God/is confidercd 
as inconiiftent with our depraved nature^ and 
irreconcilable with our moral ftate : to love 
God, is thought to 'be ^ a degree of > evangelical 
refinement beyond what our prefent circuna* 
fiances^ and corrupt principles, will bear ; for 
that, if we fulfil, with tolerable exacftnels, the 
moral precepts of the Goipel,v nothing more 
i^'ill be expe6led of us. It is from this opinioni 
as unwarrantable in its principle, as iatalinits 
cfFeds, that the Chriftian world, like a river, 
overflowing, its banks, is fo. deluged with 
wickednefs. 

The reafbnablenefs of the duty, of loving 
God will appear, from taking a review of his 
goodneis towards us* 

He is a Being infinitely good.'' He is the 
iblc Author of all the: happinefs we can hope 
for, or receive, either here, or hereafter- 

To his creatures, " the works of his hands,'* 
xlic hath man ifcftcd the greateft tendernefs, and 
compaffion, '* As I live, faith the Lord God, 
'Vl have no plcafure in the death of the wick- 
^^ cd, but that the wicked turn from his ctH 
*' way, and live:" to which he adds,, with all 
the fervor of affciSion, and the eameftnefs of 
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folicltudc, " turn ye, turn yc from yaur, C¥il 
^^ ways^ for why will you die ?" 

But above all, he.ha3 iignally expreiTed his 
love in the redemption of our fovh, through the 
Atonement of his only begotten, and dearly 
beloved Son, For our fakc3 he debafed him« 
fclf to the loweft condition ; . he willingly 
undertook, and cheerfully encountered, and 
patiently underwent, forrow, and pain, and 
death, to accoitipliili our falvation. 

Here let us add, the many calls and Invita'* 
tions to repentance, and amendment of life, 
which every iinner may recoiled— fometimcs 
outwardly, by the miniftry of the word — 
Ibmetimes inwardly, by the fuggeftions of the 
Spirit — to direil him to good, and withdraw 
him from evil. 

But the comforts, the r'>nvenienccs5 the 
^ecefTaries of life are all, likewi/e, derived from 
God: health, firength, food, and raiment, are 
all owing to God's indulgent care over us, and 
his overflowing goodnefs to us. Every day we 
live, gives us repeatipd pxperiencc of his wonted 
bounty, and efpecial concern for man. The 
natural cour^ of things, with a thoufand voices, 
proclaims tik^tf^ to us^ too |pu4 not to be heard, 
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toA too convincing fRot ta be reg^tdedi And 
inch is the feiife we have of bis goodneis to xxs, 
tbut^ in d^eis^ we< all naturally look up to 
Ood — ^when human help fails> Ve have re« 
cpurfe to divine, ** For the Lord is a refuge 
•' for the oppreiTedr a refuge in time of trouble. 
^ He fatisfieth the empty ibul^ and filleth the 
^ hungry foul with goodncfs. Look at the 
*^ generations of old, and fee, did any ever truft 
^ in the Lord, and was foriaken? Or whom 
^ did He ever defpife that called upon Him* 
*^Tbey that fcek the Lord Ihall not want any 
♦* thing that is good. This poor man," iaid 
the Pfalraift, this or that poor wretch " cried 
^ unto the Lord, and the Lord beard him> and 
** ikved him out of all his trouble." 

Now, feeing God, by ib many real evidences 
l>oth tp our fouls and bbdies, exprcfles his love 
and care, to all mankind in general, and to 
every ohe in particular; can we reafonably do 
otberwife, than follow the inference, of the 
Apoftle, '* let us, therefore, love God, becauie 
** he firft loved us.'* The mcafure of our love- 
is prefcribeci in the text, ** with all thy beatt^ 
** and with all thy foul, and with all thy 
^' ftrcngth, ?ind with all thy piind*'* 
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' Obedience ta God\ commands is, indeed* 
the i(ureft teft of oiwr love. We may make 
long prayersi be very devout, take /every oppor* 
tunity of receiving the BleiTed Sacran^nt, bring 
up oUr families with the: very rigor of devotion^ 
ullow no' intemperate mirth, forbid even inniO^ 
pent amnfemcnts, puniih every deviation from 
re^itudei and y«t flill, be far, very far, front 
(oving Ood *' with all our heart, and foul, 
•* and mind, aijd ftr^ngth/' At^ "we candid 
in our opinions of others ? Do we lean always 
to the favorable fidfe, careful to conceal or 
extenuate, not to publifh or exaggerate their 
.faults ?; .And, as to our own dealings/ can we 
challenge flander to convi<ft us of ihjuftice ? 
Do we behold our own caufe through the fame 
inedium, we do that of others? Are pride, in«" 
iblcnce, oppreffion> banifhcd from pur breafts ? 
^re^e careful to give no ofFencfe byiflrubborn* 
nefs of rnrind, or olitrageoufneft of temper } 
From our meeknefs, and qui^itnefs, and pro* 
moting the peace and comfort of all with 
wkomiwe are connedcd, is it evident '* that 
^*G6dis.iriusof atratJi?" f*or the love, of God 
f'eiiews the wA^le mati. And if we have prot fub- 
dued our jpetulani hui^om> if \ye have not con^^ 
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^uered our vicious inclinatioris, wc may ttH 
iflured ** that the love of God is not in life.** 
Should any one who occafions uneUlinefs to 
others, either by injuftice, flander, perverfcniifej 
perfuade himfelf that he lovcsGod; we'khoiv 
that he i? miftaken; for the feriptures defclafc 
Mm ^^ to be a liar ; he deceives his own heart, 
*' and his religion is vain/' He 'mafy be faid'to 
love God as the Pharifees did, \vho '* devoured 
** widows* houles, and for a pretence madi 
** long prayers; ye fhairjeceive, fays dUrLord; 
** the greater damnation/^ 

The love of God as we are Chriftians, Con* 
lifts in the prevalence of our affedions to God 
above all things. Religious offices are to be 
performed, not as the taifcs of duty, but the 
fervices of delight. In praying for bleffings; 
in returning thanks for mercies; in acqiiairit- 
ing ourfclves with the word and will of God, 
we^ are to find pleaiiire. Our heart is to be 
devoted to God-^** for his icrvants wc are"—* 
him wc love, to whom we pay vohihtary Obe* 
dience. Whether we fulfil the firft command- 
ment;, whether*** we love God with all oiir 
" heart; and foul, and mind, and ftrength/* 
83 !( behoves us alTuredly to know, let us im- 
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partially enquire o£ ourfelves: God grant: that 
our hearts may bear the inveftigation ! Do wc 
then> make the Gofpcl the rule of our conduAi 
Dp we read it with attention, and obferve it 
with ^fidelity ? Do we obferve the Lord's-Day 
with thcrevcrencefofacredan inftitutiori de» 
mands?. Do we regularly attend public worfhip 
om&lvesi . and oblige our families to do the 
fame? Do we apply what we hear to our own 
cafe and circucnftances, and thereby become 
better,., and more religious, men ? Do weeveiy 
day pour out- our fouk in fervent prayer to God 
to deliver us :from evil, and tp confirm w in 
gpodneis? And, to communicate the blciSngs 
of Chriftianlty, do we^ daily, .affemWe our fa- 
milies to worftiip God ? Does it appear by our 
tcnaperi and.ojur conduft, under whofe banners 
vve..have cnlifted, and whatever, we think, or 
i^yv or do, doe^, it all, ultimately, conduce to 
the '^ory of God ? 

hy. Queftioos fuch as thcfe, we may know 
of a truth, whether "we love God with all our 
*^ hearty our fQul> our mind, and ft^eogitb/'.or 
not. : L^t, us be peiiuaded to put them fairly, 
and not ihrink from> the ^ anfwers^ One mao 
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win find> inftcad of Ibvitig God in Ac maniwf 
prcfcribed to enfure his falvation> that he loves 
every thing but God : where an. hour 13 em* 
ployed on the thoughts of futurity, montht and 
years are devoted to the puriiiitsof pleaiiire^ or 
the improvement of wealth. Another will be 
enabled to correA the millakein which he 
tadLj have lived all his life long,^ that to attend 
^he iervice of the Churchy and fometimes to 
receive the Holy Sacrament, to fulfil the com^ 
raon duties of morality, and not to be exceed* 
ingly profligate; to fwear, perhaps,. withoiUi 
thought; oir when he is rejoiced ; or when he 
is provoked ; that fuch an one loves God^ and 
needs not doubt of his falvation. Dangerous 
deluiion f Let him diligently perufe the Scrip* 
tures, and he will find that the terms off^lva*^ 
tion differ widely from this pagan lyftem. 
We are to '* be renewed in the fpirit of xrur 
*^ minds." We are hot allowed, by the Goii 
pel, the habitual indulgence of anyone fin: 
unlefs God has the firfl place in our afFeftions 
We ate not Chriftianis : unlefs our piety, d«vo^ 
tion, charity proceed from a Love of God^ and 
not from education^ cuflom^ or natural tsxt^, 

dernefs 
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dcmcfs, the Gofpel is loft upon us. For all 
thefe virtues adorned the heathens, who never 
heard the name of Chrift, and on whom, with 
its* fainteft beams, the fun of righteoufnefs 
never Ihone. . From devout aiFc6lions, and 
exfemplary conduft, we afe to judge of our love 
of God. If we love God, " we fliall blefs him all 
^' the day long, and. ihew forth his falvation.'* 
The Love of God, as it is the firft and great 
commandment, fo it is the firft principle of 
Chriftianity. Should you afk any man, who 
kas not fet common decency at defiance, the; 
qucftion, whether he loved God or not, hc^ 
would think you injured him by feeming to 
doubt of it. Bijt, in fo important a points- 
let no man deceive, himfclf ; for, to repeat 
what hath been before obferved, if we love God,. 
we fliall delight to cdnverfe- with him in his 
appointed ordinances. Prayer, thankfgiving, 
meditation, the hearing and reading the word„ 
and the receiving of the .Sacrament, accom-^^ 
parlicd with inviolable ^ integrity, in our 
dealings, are the infallible proofs of our 
love of God. , But if, inftea'd of afford- 
ing us pleafure, thcfe duties are irkfome, and : 
we difcharge them, not with alacrity, but 

O indifference. 
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JndifFcrencc, wc are not rcligioiis, w6 are ckly 
moral — "the Love of God is riot Ihcd abroad 
*^ in our hearts/* Many examples, in the hea- 
then world, may be produced, of ftriA juftice^ ' 
and undcviating probity ; but if. Chriftianity 
confiftcd in the mere praflice of moral virtue, 
the death of Jefus Chrift, and the Revela- 
tion of the Golpel had, iiircly, been fupcr-^ 
fluous. 

Suffer me, in conclufion, earncftly to exhort 
you^ my brethren, to cultivate this love in 
your hearts, and to " nourilh it with all good- 
^ nefs /' let me prevail With you, if ye have any. 
regard for the peace of your mind, if you have 
any anxiety about the fccurity of your &lva- 
tion, if you have any dread of the vengeance of 
Almighty* God, let me befecch, exhort, con- 
jure you, to keep " the firft commandment*** 
If you refufe to fulfil the tcriiis of fitlvation, 
you are no doubt prepared with the apology 
you defign to offer, the perliiafivc apology, 
which is to appcafc the wrath of a juftiy in- 
cenfed God. What is the cxcufe in^nuity 
can fnggeft, and prefumplion plead for having 
rfcjeftcd the ,Goipcl, and difobeyed the a)m- 

mandy 
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ft^'aftd/ the firft afad greaic&ftitiia&^'-bf 5'6iirf 
(Creator, your Bedecrtief , and JtKlgfe ? Wob ^i-^, 
iinequltocally, and peremptorily, coratrianidcd 
to " lore the Lord our God with all bur Rea!r£, 

• » • » • • » 

V and foul, and mind, and ftrcngthJ* From 

r 

this fource; our every a<5lion, and ouf ctery 
thought are to- arife. Though 'f we give-tb 
*' every one that afketh U3 ;" though we dif- 
charge all our moral obligations with the ftridl- 
eft fidelity, if we do not love God, if God.hath 
tiot the firft place in our affedlions, what was 
faid of the young man in the Gofpel, may, 
with equal juftice, be applied to us> ** yet one 
** thing thou lackeft," Let us rather endevor 
to arrive at that ft ate of evangelical righteouf- 
hefs> which confifts in ** loving God with all 
*^ oui" heaft> and foul, and mind, and ftrcngth ;'* 
fo^ theti, and then only, can we judge with 
Certainty^ and conclude with confidence, that 
we are in a ftate of falvation, 

'In a matter of fuch unfpeakable. moment, 
* whcte our fouls, and our everlafting happineft 
^ are at {lake, grant us> gracious God ! to be 
' no longer under the delufion of error, or the 
"^ anxiety of fufpenfe. Implant deep in our 
' hearts the love of thy name. We defire to 

3 «loye 
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* love thee above all things, and befcech thee, 

* from the bottom of our fouls, that, adilated 

* by this divine principle, after having lived 
' in that perfcft love which cafteth out fear, 
\ we may die in thy favor, and be received by 
^ thy mercy, through the merits and latisfac- 

* tion of thy Son our Lord, Amen. 



^ 



« . • 



SERMON 



[ 20* ] 



SERMON XIV, 






LUKE X. 30, 37. 

WTikh now of thefe three, thinke/i thou,, was 
neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves P 
And he faid, he thatjhewed mercy on him : 
then faid Jefus unto him, go, and do. thou 
likewife^ 

/^UR Saviour, in this chapter, is giving di- 
^^ redlions to fevtnty additional difciplcs, 
whom he had appointed, ** to go into every city 
** and place whither he himfelf would come," 
to prepare the inhabitants to embrace the 
Gofpel diipenfation. After they had received 
their inftrudions, they went in obedience to 
his commands. And when they returned, 
they told their Mafter, that, fo abundant was 
their fiiccefs through his name, the very de- 
vils were fubjeft unto them. "From the manner 
in which they relate the miraculous occurrence,^ 
^hcy were not, it ihould leem, prepared' to ex- 

O 3 pcd^ 



• . 



206 On tJ^e good Samaritan. 

pcd fo wonderful a fubjedion to their feeble 
efforts. ^* And he faid unto them, I beheM 
*' Satan, a3 lightning, fall from heaven", — the 
idolatry of the" Gentiles, and the wickednefs 
of the Jews have exalted the enemy of man- 
kind ; but the propagation of npy Religion, of. 
this new Covenant which I fliall make with all 
^ the earth, Ihall fubjed him ^' to everlafting 
'^ chains under darknefs. In that ho^r, Jefus 
^♦rejoiced in fpirit, and faid/' in a traniport of 
iapture, forefeeingj the bleflcd effeds of the 
evangelical rpvelation, " I thank thee, O 
*^ Father, Lord of heaven ^nd earth, that thou 
** baft hid thefc things froni the wif? and pru- 
^' dent, 5ind revealed thefti unto babes, even fo 
'^ Father i foarifoit fecmed good in thy fight i* 
not the pliilofophers of Greece and Ronie, not 
the rabbins learned in their law, arc able to ac- 
quaint the world what iimplicity of worfhip is 
moft acceptable to the Supreme Being, and 
how finful man is reftorcd to His mercy and 
favor; th?fe importaat tidings are to be firft 
promulged by artlefs, an4 ignorant men, to be 
^* endowed/* for the purpofe, •* with power 
^* fronj on high. And behold, a certain law*- 
^^ y?r/' Qnc of thofe Sprjbes, whofe profefiSoh 

was 
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was to teach the law of Mofes, *' ftood up and 
*' tempted Him/' in order to difcover, preba- 
bly, whether His do<5lrirfe correfpondcd to that 
of Mofes, *^ feyirig, Mafter, what. Ihall I do to 
*' inherit eternal life ?'* Jefus, alluding/ to his 
profeffion, anfwers by enquiring what the Law 
cnjbihed upon that interefting article? The 
Scribe ** anfwering" (out of Deuteronomy vi, 
5,) ^' faid, thou ftialt love the Lord thy God 
♦' with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and 
^* with all thy ftrength, and with all thy mind, 
** and thy neighbor as thyfclf, Jefus faid unto 
'* him, thou haft anfwercd right, this do, and 
'* thou fhalt live. But the Scribe, willing to 
^^ juftify himfelf, faid unto Jefus, and who is 
^' my neighbor?'* In his eftimation none were 
brethren but Ifraelites, and none neighbors 
but profely tes ; for, of thefe two denomina- 
tions of men, the Jew-ifli Church was com- 
pofed. The bleffed Jefus anfwers him, in fuch 
a manner, as to make the feelings of his heart 
overcome the prejudices of his underftanding, 
by relating what is called the parable of the 
good Samaritan. 

" A certain man went down from Jerufalern 
** to Jericho" — and, in going through thofe 

4 wild 
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wild defcrts, and dangerous roads, to the valley 
of Jericho — ** he fell among thieves, who 
*' ftripped him of his raiment, and wounded 
" him, and departed, leaving him halfvdead" 
— not content with robbing him of his moneys 
^hey dangeroufly wounded and left Jiim, with 
fcarcc figns of life : fo many robberies and 
murders were committed on that road, that 
it was exprefTivcly termed the bloody way. 
^' And by chance there came down a certain 
^* prieft that way, and, when he faw him, he 
'^paffed by on the other fide. And like wife e^ 
*^ Levite, when he was at the place, came, and 
*^ looked on him, and pafled by on the othci; 
^' fide. But a certain Samaritan, as he jour^ 
*^ neyed, came w^here he was, and when he faw 
** him, he had compaffion on him, and went 
*' to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring 
*' in oil, and wine, and fet him on his own 
^^ beaft, and brought him to an inn, and took 
*' care cf him." In the eaftern coufttries 
•there were not inns for the entertainment, but 
only houfes for the lodging, of ftrangers. Tra- 
vellers, therefore, carried their own provifions 
along with them. The humane Samaritan 
took of his own wincj and gave to the poor 
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man, and refreftied hisfpirits, and poured oil of 

a balfamic, healing quality, into his wounds. 

After he had taken him to fuch an inn as the 

country afforded, he left him there, on the 

following day, to the care of his hoft, " and 

/' when he departed he took out two-pence"— r- 

equal to* about fifteen- pence of . our money— 

f* and laid, take care pi him, and whatfoever 

** thou fpendeft more, when I come again I 

/* will repay thee;" from which we may con- 

jedhare, that the good Samaritan was either in 

narrow circumftances ; or that the way he had 

to travel, was fo dangerous, he brought no more 

jnoney with him than was abfolutely neceffary 

ffjf his journey — either of which cafes being 

true, enhances very greatly his kindnefs. I 

aipjuft to obferve further, that the hatreii 

between the Jews, and the Samaritans, was 

implacable, arifing, in fome meafure, from a 

difagreement in religious opinions. Whe;n the 

Jews would Ihew the utmoft deteftation of 

our Saviour, they expreffed themfelves with 

this bitter invedive, ** Thou art a Samaritan, 

^' and haft a devil." In equal abhorrence were 

the Jews held by the Samaritans. ' The ap- 

plication, therefore, the Scribe muft ncceflarily 

make, 
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make, was, that all mankind, even his bittcreft 
enemies, were his neighbors, and his brethren. 
' Having illuftrated the paiTages in the parable^ 
which fcemed to catry with them a little ob* 
fcurity, I Ihall make fuch reflexions upon it ' 
as may, by God's blefling, induce thofc who 
bear me, to *^ go and do likewife/* 

When the travdier was faintipg under the 
pain of his wounds, expofedwithout a covering 
to the inconvenience of the climate, dreading, 
either that he Ihould perilh through negleft, 
or afraid that thieves, wantonly inhuman, 
might, when they found him deftitute of both 
money and clothes, wreak their indignant dif- 
appointment by multiplying, his wounds, lo ! 
^' a certain pf left, a preacher of rightebufnefs, 
'^ came dowrt thait way.'* When the pitiable 
wretch favl/ fhe robe of religion, he, no doubt, 
returned thanks to God for fending him a deli-- 
verer, "When he beheld the prieft, he, no 
doubt, prepared himfelf to deliver the fad re- 
cital of his calamities, and to appeal, with elo- 
quent fenfibility, to his nakednefs and his 
wounds, for the melancholy confirmation, A 
good mind, indeed, w^ould have anticipated 
him, faying, " what mall I do for thecr But 

the 
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the prieft, to his eternal dii^r^ce, ^^ paffed by 
** on the other fide/* 

And likewifc ^ Levite, when he was at the 
place, came, and looked on him, with ftill 
greater inhumanity than the prieft who had 
preceded him; the Levite went near, and ftood 
over him, contemplating his Offerings, and 
then palTed by on the other fide. 

Though humanity feems inherent in man, 
yet if there be a charafter from which we look 
for peculiar e:? preffions of it, it is furely from 
him who is profcffionally taught, that ^* mercy 
**is better than facrifice," — it is furely from him 
whofe ftudies point out to him, how agreeable 
mercy isto thenatureof God-^who, "by fetting 
•*' his afFe6lions on things above,'* is fo weaned 
from delufive pleafures here below, that he has 
not the fhme temptations to covetoufnels with 
other men : if from any charafter, afts of hu- 
nn^anity arc expefted, it is, it muft be, from one 
of this defcription. That there fliould be in- 
confiftency in any man's conduft is mudh to 
be lamented ; but that there Ihould be a con- 
tra^didtion between the preaching and the prac- 
tice, of him, who is feparated from the people 
to declare unto them the law of the Lord, 

and 
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and who is required, by both God and man, 
and juftly required, to Ihew the excellency of 
it'rn his own conduct, and by his own eiamplc 
— ^woirds cannot exprefs how contemptible is 
fuch a being. 

When the unfortunate traveller had been 
cruelly, and defpitefully neglefted by two of 
his own countrymen, who were appointed to 
teach the ftatutes, and the ordinances unto 
Ifrael; when affiftance had been refufed him, 
by thofe w^ho taught that the fecond com- 
mandment enjoined the fons of Ifrael to love 
their neighbors as themfelvcs, the pain he was 
fuffefing would be encreafcd by their morti- 
fying negleft, by their cruel difappointment. 

m 

When he firft beheld the prieft, he, no doubt, 
indulged the joyful hopes, that' he fliould, 
through the compaflion of the minifter of Re- ^ 
ligion, be reftored to the fociety of his friends. 
And thotigh once cruelly pafled by, he might 
^ot, when he perceived the Levi te approaching, 
abandon bimfelf to the horrors of defpair. But 
when he had been twice neglefted, and by 
men, whofe profeffion required them to re- 
commend, in their difcourfcs, the duty, and 
to exemplify, in their conduft, the amiablcnels 
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of compaffion^-^whait further hopes could he 
pntertain — and efpecially from a Samaritan \ 
View with me, for a moment, the iituation of 

both body and mind of the wounded traveller. 

« 

. Behold him laid in this dangerous road, io 
much dreaded by the frequency of robberies* 
and the inflidion of cruelty: behold him ftrip- 
ped of his clothes, and wounded by barbarityji 
jeft even *' hard at death's door," without the 
p'roipedtof fuccor, or relief; his fufferings em- 
bittered by the reflexion of leaving, perhaps, 
an affe<$lionate wife, and a beloved family be^ 
* hind him — ^of dying, without hearing the voice, 
beholding the countenance, clafping, in a kft 
embrace, thofe deareft to, his heart — without 
the comfort of giving them his bleffing, and 
having the bed of death made eafier by their . 
affedionatev folicitude. He is awakened from 
his refledlions, by the arrival of the good Sa- 
maritan. *' For as foon as the Samaritan faw 
him, he had compaffion on him, and went 
to him, and bound upliis wounds, pouring 
" in oil and wine, and fet him on his own beaft^ 
*^ and brought him to aa inn, and took car^ 
^* of him/' Methinks I fee the benevolent 
Samaritan, after refrefhing his fpirits, an^ 
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bihdmg Uf> his w6tlti<Js,raifing him gently tfoiHi 
the' gfoutid, and fctting him carefully oh hisJ 
&wtk foeaft)Ob(erving> with looks of compailioni 
-whether he could bear its \iacaly fteps, and 
*ttquiring, witli the accents df* affection, whe- 
ther he felt bimfelf rclicTcd ? He Completes 
the kindncfs he had begun ; for when he got 
the unfortunate matt to an inn, he took card 
ef him, adminifteting what his fteceffities dc-» 
martded> and what the place fuppUed. ^' And 
*' on the morrow> when he departed,*' kaving 
what might be fufficient to defray the ex* 
pettces the wounded traveller might incur, he 
committed him to th6 attentions of his hoft^ 
** faying, take care of him, and whatfoevef 
thoU expendcift mof e'' on his account^ ** when 
I come again, I will repay thee/* 

• 

•Let us accompany the good Samaritan it 
little way on his journey> and obferve the re* 
flections, which may naturally be fuppofed to 
arife in his mind. 

The greatcft and trueli pleafure we can en* 
joy in this lifc> is to look back, with ifatisfad- 
tion, on th6fe parts of out conduct, whicK' 
unequivocally demonftrate our love of God, 
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When thts good Sarbaritan had bid iidicMi to 
eht miiersble ibranger, he wom^ take ft tcvw^ 
6f the a^ectmg circomftances i/vhich bad id 
lately occurred. 

Lamenting the pitiable fituation of the tirt-» 
happy being, who had called (at the cxei dfe W 
his cofflpailian, he would rejoice in having had 
the opportunity, of reibuing a Wretched crea* 
ture, from i^iieiy^ and from deaths The poor 
ittsln's wounds^-— his utter inal)ility to ftir frons 
the place, where the hands of robbers had {o in-f 
humimly laid him — the recoUcdlion of his cir- 
cumftances and his friends— nail which the un-^ 
fortunate travdler would, xloubtiefs, relate to 
him-~of perhaps a beloved wife, and numerous 
O&^ring, waiting impatiently his return, would 
s^in fwell his eye, witli the tear of compailion^ 
atid xtsnd his heart, with the pangs of forrow;. 
He would curie the ptejudice that fubfifbed. 
With fuch inveterate rigor, between his cdu»* 
trynien, and the Jews. As a man, hb woul^ 
eYbeem hunmmty itifeparable from his nature. 
Had be htmfelf been in fuch a de|)lorable £tua«* 
ttoiiy ^^ tbcmgh there were no dealings,*' or, a^ it 
\bauld be better rendered, no intercomje, /^be* 
^^tween the Je^s and the SamaadtaM,'' atidx)€ 

confequence. 
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confcquence, he could not have hoped for reKcf 
from a Jew, yet what he would defire of others 
he would (hew to them. And he would go, 
on his way rejoicing, and thanking God, not 
only that he was fuperfor to fuch irrational 
prejudices, but that he had been providentially 
fcnt that way ; left, had it fallen to fome of his 
countrymen, the unhappy man plight have 
died, not altogether through their infenfibility^ 
and hard-heartednefs, but through national 
prejudice, and religious hatred. 

Having made fuch refled:ions upon the pa- 
rable, as the feveral parts of it feem to fuggeft^ . 
it only remains that I make an application. 

The Scribe, when he tempted our Saviour^ 
defired to know of Him^ " what he fhould da» 
*.* to inherit eternal life,'* In anfwer to whicb 
queftion, after affuring him, that the laire of' 
God is to be the foundation on which hiy fu< 
perftm^hire is to *be raifed. He relates thi^t 
beautiful parable, and concludes with thefe. 
emphatic words — '' go, and do thou likcwifrt*** 
if eternal life be thy objcft — if thou art riafly, . 
deiirous of dwelling with God for cverimd ever,? 

love Grod with all thy heart, and midd, and. 

foul, and ftrength, and thy neighbor, na- 

'' thyfelf i" 
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** thyfclf ;" and give this proof of thy obferv- 
ance of. the fccohd commandment^ the beit^ 
the mod convincing^ and fatisfaAoty ; nay in- 
deed the only propf — go and do as the good 
Samaritan did. If thy circumftances enable 
thee, *^'when thou fceft the poor without 
" covering, clothe hitn, and turn not away 
** from thine own flelh: deal thy bread to the 
" hungry, and give drink to the thirfty foul,'* 
then art thou giving an evidence of thy love of 
God. But if thy own neceffities forbid fuch 
expreffions of kindnefs, thou canft at leaft be 
civil, and courteous, and compaffionate. -Let 
tis beware, my brethren, that we place not our 
religion in mere adls of godlinefs-'^in going to 
Church oft, in repeating many prayers, in af- 
luming a demure lo6k> and wearing a feverc 
countenance. Thqu mayft pray like Daniel 
three times in a day — like the Pharifee ^aft 
twice in a week: — ^\et if thou doft not adorn 
fuch feverity of religion by tendcrnefs, and 
compaffion, s^nd charity— it is not the Religiou 
of Chrift, it is the religion of the devil ; it* is 
the feducing, the fatal bait, which the grand 
enemy of mankind fo officioufly throws in our 
way to Ic^d us> by imperceptible degrees, to 

P ' eternal 



^ • 



218 



On the good Samaritan. 



€e 



€C 



eternal perdition. What can be eaficr than to 
go regularly to Church, at the ftated hours of 
prayer, and to ^^ offer facrifice unto the Lord 
our God of that which cofts us nothing ? Let 
our alms, as well as our prayers, go up as a 
^^ memorial before God." The Supreme Judge 
will, re ward us, not merely according to our 
prayers, but our charity. Let every man, 
therefore, who, like the Scribe, would know 
what he fliall do to inherit eternal life, as the 
good Samaritan did, let him go and do like- 
wile. 
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SERMON XV. 

LUKE xvi. 22, 23; 

The heggdr died^ and wai carried by the angels 
into Abrahams bopm. The rich man dljh 
died, and was buried. And in hell he lifted 
up his eyes, being in torments, 

•■ » • ' . ' ' i_ 

THE parable, from which thefe words are 
taken, contains many ufeful leifons of 
iiiftrliftioh- To fh^ ridh, Svho abotmd with 
wealth, and are happy in thdif independence, 
it liijggefts the uricertairity of" their pdfleflidns, 
thfe termiriitioh of their power, the reckonings 
of futurity ! td the pooi-, who are diftrefled 
tvilh want, and afflided with hiifery, it admi- 
nifteirs the batm of comfort, the dohfolationi 
faf h6|)c, the j6y5 of heavdrt. fiiit it difplays 
toot '* thfe tfertoirs bf the Lofd*' to the rich> be- 
caujfe God hds given them abundance, iibr does 
it prbmife blellings to the poof, becaii/e he has 
hot, in his all-wife difpcnfations, permitted 
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" their cup to overflow." No, as eacti ihall 
condu6l himfelf in the iphere ih which he is 
ordained to move, he is the objeil of punifh- 
ment, or of reward. 
# " There was a certain rich man, who iVas 
** clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
'* fumptuoufly every 4ay. And there was a 
certain > beggar, named Lazarus, laid at his 
gate, full of fores, and dcfiring^to be fed with 
*' the crumbs, which fell from the rich man*s 
** tabic." The charafter of each is drawn in 
lively colors, and in exa^ proportions, with 
a beautiful view of the light of virtue, and 4. 
fo^lemn contraft of the Ihade of vice. The 
difference between their circumftances, and 
fituatioii, is not more vifible,than the qualities 
of their minds, and the endowments of theie 
hearts. The rich man " had received his 
*' good things,'' and he enjoyed them without 
Cnce looking up to the author of them. He 
poffefled wealth, but he reflefted not for what 

'.41., 

end it was given him. He confidered it his 
own, and that he was UQt accountable .for the . 
diftribution of it. '* Whatfoevcr his eyes 
*' dcfired, he kept not from them, he with-. 
** held not from his heart any joy :" the mag- 
nificence 
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irificencc of drefs, tKc diftinfkion of equipage, 
tht luxuries of^ diiiip^tion ; thefe enchained 
his attention, and cngrbfled.his foul. ^ He 
^* lived^ t<> himlclf/' Unmindful of his rank 
in focicty, he prdyided for the gratification of 
his deilrcs, without giving himfelf leifure to 
refle<% on Ihe afflictions, and the wants of 
others, ahd how eafily he might, by his at- 
tentions-, and his bounty, have aiTwaged and re- 
lieved them. *' Howbeit he meant not fb, 
*• neither did his heart think foJ** Wrapt up 
in the indulgence of his wifties, to their falfe 
fecurity, and deltifive enjoyments, he fkcrifieed 
the calls of kindnefs, and the feelings of huma- 
nity. Whereas had he looked into himfelf 
— ^had he coniidered whence he came, and • 
whither he was going — ^had he attended to 
the difpenfations of Providence, and enquired 
" who made him to differ from another, and 
" of what hfc was poflefled, that he had not 
*' received from God" — had he examined his 
heart, by what eminence of merit, and diftinc- 
tion of goodnefs, he was entitled to fuch fupe- 
riority of ftation, the natural refult would have 
been, that he would have looked upon himfelf 
as aceountable for the diftribution of his riches, 

P 3 and 
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aji4 that the way pf criiployipg them rnoft ac- 
ceptably to their benevolent Aiithpr, w^^s in 
relieving the diftreflTed, in c(jinaforting the afr 
.flided, in "' ftrengthenrng . the yv^dk hands^ 
^' and fupporting the feeble . kn<e§i" Thfi 
Scripture, indeed, affords no room for conjcdure 
that the rich man was either hard-ljeartedj^ 
cruel, or unjuft. It prcfcnts ys with a more 
awful yie>Y. -^' He liftisd up his eyes, being 
" in torpients''-r-why? becaufe he had paflf^d 
,his days a^ an ufelefs member of ibciety^-rb?T 
caufe, inftead of having adled a difling]uifhe4 
part on the theatre of life, he contented him^ 
ielf with the negative merit of merely, appear- 
ing on the ftage, when he inight, by his exer-. 
tions, have contril?ute4 to the happy conclu- 
lion, and thp brilliant fuccefs, of the drama. 
Exempt from trouble, immerfed in pleafare^^ 
he fi.ts down clothed in pnrple, and fine llnen^ 
;vith all that' yve^lth Cat), purchafe, grsnd^ur 
boafl:, and tafte ^dorn ; he iit§ cjown to a t^ble 
richly Jpfead, with all the prodpfepf feafon^ 
and of clini?ites, equally calpulated to captivajt^ 
the eye, as to gratify the palate. 

In the midft of this voluptuouipefs, M a cer^ 
(^ .tain beggar,, nan^ed Latzarusj.catti? ^nd laid 
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" at his gate/ full of lores, defiring to be fed 
^* with the crumbs which fell from the rich 
*^ man's table;" But intent only on the ac- 
commodation of his company, the fplendor of 
his appearance, the dignity of hi^ ftation, the 
unhappy Lazarus lies unpitied, unheeded, a 
prey to the pinchings of hunger, and the coir- 
rodings of difeafe, Whilft he is fuffering from 
the cravings of appetite, and the pain of his 
ibres, between the hopes of relief, and the 
dread of difappointment ; he perceives, within 
the gate, every one emuloufly a6tive to contri- 
bute hjs fervices towards the pomp, or conve- ' 
nience of his mafter. In fuch a ftate of pain^ 
of fu(pence, and apprehenfioh, how natural, 
that reflexions lik^ th^fe Ihould arife in his 
ipind ! 

^ For what end was I born, and for what. 
^ purpoie was I fent into the world ! The Fa- . 
* ther of mercies doth not willingly affliifl; his 
^ creatures ; yet he hath emptied upon me the 
^ whole vial qf hi§ wrath. He has difablcd me 
^ from earning my bread, by grievous fores 
^ with which he has, affli<^ed my body ; ^nd 

< inftead of the application of oil an4 wine, to 

< heal ^y wounds, he withholds the hand of 

5 ^4 ' conipaflioft 
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* compaffion from afiwaging their pain^ , Tor^ 
' mcnted as I am with their increftfing vlru- 

* Icnce, and with continued rieglcd, the appp;- 

* titc of hunger yrges, with impqrtvinity, for 
^ inftant gratification. All I defire of this rich 
' man, or of his dependents, are only th? 
^ crumbs which fall from his table. But my 
*requeft, modeft.as it is, is refufed^ Eating. 
' bread , to the full themfelves, they do. not feel 

* for' me, who am even hard at death's dobr,. 

* and unlefs fome one has coi^ipnHiQa oi\ me^ ^ 

* Jlhall foon be delivered from aU my tfouble. 
^ May God, in his mercy, put ai) end^tQ mji 

* fuffcrings, and my life together ! Though he; 

* has- fin.gled me out as the . obj^ft of his chaf- 

* tifement 'here, the marks of his ^ifpleafurQ 
** will not, I trufl,* accompany me beyond the 

* gr^v?. Who l^nowieth Ijut, wretched, as I 
' am now, he may foon receive me to himfelf^, 
'^ and amply ?ecompenfe me for all my fuffer- 

* ings?' Who Hnoweth but he may fbpn change ^ 

* my mourning into joy^ and* cpnvey nje .tot ^ 

* that' blcffed abode, where tears are wiped 
« from every face^ >vhere there is no more cry-, 

* ing, neither forrovv^ rior pain? This, confix ^ 

* dence in his goodness, this tryft in his me^^cy,, 
^ ' ' .' 'hath 
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^ hath fupporteii mc under a burden, other- 
' wife too Heavy to be bom. But coutinued 
^ nc^leAj violent pain, and unfatisfied hunger 
•bave^ at lengt'h, with flow and cruel delibc- 
^ rationyalmoft deprived me of a, miicrablc, and 
^ wretched exiftence V 

Unhappy lyazarus \ thou wert defpifed ou 
earth, and thy accumulated fbrrows .met with 
iio alleviation; but after thou- h^di): fallen a 
viftim to their power, thou . repcivedft for thy 
reward, " an exceeding, and eternal weight of 
^* glory/' Thou patiently fubmittedft to thy 
grievous lot, and- thou npw lookeft back with. 
plcafure on the virtues, with the exercifc of 
which, thou wiert fe fevercly tried. Thy foul, 
dcaping from this prifon of clay, found a re- 
fuge in Abraham's bofom, where it will be 
eternally prefer yed from the mortification <X 
dif^ppoijitmcnt, from the infults of reproach, 
pnd- the diftraftion.of dcfpair. 

Didrt^e faoie bleffings await the.rich man? 

• * 

Did his Iplendid- drefs, magnificent tabic, of- 
tentatious- equipage, afford him comfort on'the 
bed of de^th? .Did he enjoy the refleftion, the. 
animating reflexion, that he had confidered 
^t\l^ wants, and relieved the neccffities of the 

poor; 
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poor ; , that he had lived a life of virtue and 
piety ; and that, having aded the part of a 
ftcward, in which he had been ruler over mar^y 
things, his accounts were made up — fo fairly 
ftated, and fo accurately balanced— ^that he 
only waited their examination to receive an 
approving difcharge } But fb far from having 
accounts made ready, he never coniidcrcd that 
he had any to be pafTcd — ^he never confidered 
that he was accountable to God^ — but that his^ 
riches, fatal dclufion ! were gotten by his own 
hand, and by his own might. If then he died, 
as he had lived, in a ftate of infemfibility — if 
he paffcd btrt of this world, as he had con- 
tinued in it, withoi^t refledling on thie relation 
in which he ftood to God, and to focji6ty; 
what a traniStion in his circumftances \ what 
a& mfcnt change from powe, to fhb^iffion. 
from mirth to mourning, from diilipatfon ta 
deipair ! '' In hell he lifted up his eyes^^ being 
** in torments P' If, on the other hand, he re* 
fleiSed, that, as he had no claim to fiich dif*- 
trrtftion of ftation, his rank, and confequence^ 
and fuperiority wete affigned him, on the ex-r 
pre6 condition that he fliould aft the part of 
God's vicegerent, in comforting the afHicSedi, 

relieving 
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Ttlievihg the diftreffcd, ai;id exciting all by tbc 
prevalence of his example^ and the perf iiaiion 
ef his. ad vice,. to fear, and obey, the great God 
6t heaven' and earth'^^-what muft have been 
hh diilmaion, and hoiror ? His foul miaft have. 
feljt that *' fearful looking-for of judgment, and: 
^•^ fieily. ifidignation,'' before he was plunged- 
into iti miicry. Dreadful foretaftc I He mufi: 
have' laid on his laft bed, anticipating the eter- 
nity ;^;roifery which awaited hirri,, and m^ 
ilead d£ deriving, comfort from the' reflc<9ion. 
of 'hip wealth, he muft have heartily, wilhed, . 
th^t he h9d never pofleffed it. How dreadful > 
piill have. been the thoughts of meetmg the 
at:jtbor.of his abun<fainfce^ /feeling himfelf . 6b->. 
npKiouSito his wrath I Exifting in this deplore : 
able ftate, in : this mifoiable condition,, he is 
pfdl^4 . *Q realize thc^; horrors which were 

* 

painted Jby his imaginbttt)n,.and anticipated by 
his coufci^ncq. f* In hell he lifted .up hi$ eyes, - 
ff being in torments." In hell! the* abode of • ' 
TYi<tkQd: l|)ml;§, betw^^n which, and the man- 
iipTO of tjie bleffed, there is a great gulf fixed,- 
fq that they 5 who .wouW ejCcape their puniflh* ^ 
pjeriti ?3pr}0t— :-neither caniho^ who are hapt 
Py>'$0 tfi ftllsviatei -HQ not ev^niwith a drop of- 
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Iv&ter, the torments of the damned. See^ in 
this region of woe, the portion of him who, 
not' Jong ago, " was dofchcd in jAwrple and fine 
*^ linen, and fared fumptuoufly every day !'* 
How had he incurred fuch feverity of puniih* 
ment ? Not, T again repeat it, not becaufb he^ 
bad been crueli unjuft, or impious. Ko ! be* 
caufb he had centered his happine^ in the 
gratification of his wiib!es ; becaufche* bad led 
a life of indolence^ of thoughtleflhes, and 4i^ 
fipation. Miy the alarming^ refledion itiggeft 
to every one of fuch a charaAer, the neceility> 
of an uieful, of a^irtuous, and religious life ! 
May the alaro^ing refledion induce^ aU who 
arc blbilibd with this world's goods, to accjuuint 
themfelves with the diftreifes; and affli^ions 
of their needy brethren! May it induce tho(e 
who hate goods laid up for many yeanrs> not 
to truft ill uncertain rithes, but ii> this 'living 
God,^ who hath given thenri all things fa 
*^ richly ',to enjoy T* 

*^Thc^beggar died> and was carried' by the ' 
''.angslsi into Abraham's bofom." He was- 
tranflatedi from earth to heaven ; not becauib 
he had been in want of the comforts, and the* 

neceffiiries of life; not becaufe he had been; 

• • • 

the prey of difeafci and pf wretchedneis. No ! 

becaufe 
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^ca^f$ his poverty had not tempted Tiim ** to 
." fteal, a|i4 t^Q the name of his God in vain;** 
becaiife, though he. had been poor and nedly^ 
he '* liad waited patioitly the. Lord's leifurc, 
V aff^red that /all tilings would, in the chd, 
^^ work tPgethei:^" .under the diicedion oi^tom 
•vi^ence^ *^ fpr his good/* 

How uieful an admonition does the Parable. 
thu$ coniidef edf fugged to the two differenr 
ilates of rich .^rid poor ? 

Since h^{)inefs is theobjed of all men, and 

fmce riches {tr& dcfired for the fake of promote 

^ng happinefi, let thofc who are blefled virith 

them be CftrefuU left, in the fulnefs of their 

Sufficiency, they be tempted to fay — *^ who is 

the LpriJ ?'* iSJlead of Iceking it ^' whtrt 

^^. alone ^^ joy 9 are to be. found.'* Let them 

rather haye Qod frequently in their thoughts, 

a|id c0n{\d«r their additional obligations to 

worlhip, and &ar him. Let them often reflcifi:, 

%hi2L% ** rich^ tfJtc wing and flee, away,'* and 

%l^% t\k^yM^U^ all times, at the difpo&l of him 

y^}^ eo^aftid Ihem to their care-— who eli- 

tni^d thom^ not that their pofleflOTS ihould 

Hff them# as tibough they were abfolutely- their 

etiennfrAotthjat their poiT^iTocs ihould become 

. ' ' independent 



280 



Divn dfid LazarUti 



independent of hirti '^ who mafceth poor, dttd 
** maketh rich." Let the rich man never fof-^ 
get, that if his riches were transfeired to ari*» 
other; all the refpedt, and adulation, and h'o^ 
jfnage that are paid to him, /wt)uld be trans- 
ierred together with them. And it would be 
well, if he would deigti fometimcs t6 diveft 
himfclf in idea, of his wealth and property, and 
confiilt his confcience> whether, as a man, he i& 
entitled to the efteem dnd refpcd: of his neigh^ 
bors, and felloW-citizens ; or whether, if he 
were not a rich man, he would not bci uni-f- 
iverfally, and openly, the dbjedfc of derifibn> 
contempt> and pf abhorrence I Let him: con<^ 
{\x\t his feelings iti what manner the negle<9:> 
the caprice, the itifolence, his riches may) 
in his. own dpbion, authorize him to fhew to 
pthers, would, if their ftatioiis were rcverfcd^ 
be received by himfclf? Let the rich man> 
above all, con£ider> that he is one day to ftand 
at God's Tribunal, without th^ protedion of 
wealth, and the influence of authority ; thai 
he is there to give a ftri£i; and fblemn account 
of the manner in which he has eniployed 
his riches, and whether he has made thcni 
conducive to the comfort of men^ andth^ 
glory of God ? Whether, by his exemplary 

condu^^ 
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exemplary condud, and diffufive charities, he ' 
has promoted thecaufe of Chnftianity, and the 
falvation of mankind ? And that, in that tre* 
mendous day, he may ftand before God, xs'ith 
humble cpnfidencc, let him be perfuaded to 
wean his afFeftions gently from the things of 
this life, to fet them upon things abdve, and 
by abundant charities, fervent prayer, and de- 
vout deportment, endevor to obtain an inhe- 
ritance " where neither moth nor ruft can 
** deftroy, and where thieves cannot break 
f^ through nor fteah" 

Let the poor man, inftead of murmuring at 
the ftation Providence has allotted him, com- 
ibrt himfelf with the refleftion, that his po- 
verty, if be be virtuous, will foon be fucceedcd 
by bleffings too great for the tongue to exprefii, 
or ^the he^rt to conceive. Let him, iincc it 
hath pleaied the Almighty, to withhold from 
him many of the comforts of this life, endevor 
to fecure happine^ in the next, thofejoys ^' un- 
*' ipeakable, and full pf glory, which will be 
^^ l;hc reward of patient continuance in well- 
*^ doing/' Wh^n poverty, *' that fore evil," 
preiTes hard upon him, let him remember that 
to attempt to remoye it^ either by deceit, or 

diftionefty. 
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dillionefty, is direftly to oppofe the ztt&x^ 
nii^ifation of Ptoyidcncc-— for God, if it feerti 
fit, will either make away for his relief, or will 
abund&ntly reward him for his. patience. Let 
him teftify, by his civility, meeknefs, quiet* 
-nefs, that he is deierving of the count;enancei 
of the kindnefs, and charity of his fuperior^* 

 • 

Lot him 'be careful not to fquander what he 
earns, in rioting and drunkennefs> but let him 
endevor to provide for his family, as becomes 
his ftation. 

And may both- rich and poor coridantly 
refled; upon the future life, both of happinefi 
and mifery, which awaits us ; that *' if Wc 
*' hav6 done good, we fhall go into life ever- 
«* lading, arid if we have done evil, into ever- 
** lafling fire !** > 

God iniprefs the awful thought fo ftroflgly 
upon our minds, that, in every thing We think, 
and fay, and do, wc may prepare ourfelVes 
againft the dreadful day of trial t 



SERMON 



I 383 1 



SERMON XVI. 

GENESIS XLT. 28. 

* 

Jhid I/rae/Jaid, it is enough ; Jo/epk my fm is 
yet aUve, twill go , and fee him heforel die^ 

THERE is notj perhaps^ any event recorded 
by the facred, or by any other, writcts; 
either ancient or modern, which fo,much en« 
gages our attention; ahd interefts our feelings; 
es the narration delivered, with fuch beautiful 
£mpUcityy and e^iquiiite graces, by Mofes, the 
oldeft, yet unparalleled hiflorian> commonly 
entitled^ the hiftory of Jofeph and his brethren. 
It may not be an unpleafmgj.nor will it, I 
ho^e, be an unprofitable employment of our 
time, to detail the priticlpal parts of this amuT- 
ing hiftory; as many refleftions will ariic 
which riiay ferve to inform^ admoniih, direct 
VSy in our paflage through life. 

The facred writer acquaints us that Joieph; 
above all his brethroQ, was the objeA of his 

Q fathw* 
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father's partiality and affedion. Ifrael, or, as 
he IS fometimes called, * Jacob, " loved Jofcph 
*^ more than all his children ;" and from this 
fburce originated njapy of the fqrrp.ws, which 
were accumulated upon him in the decline of 
life. Jofcph being the fan of his old age — ^for 
Ifrael was ninety- one years old when he was 
bom— ••^ he made hira a coat of n?any colofeJ' 
What but the weaJknefs. of age could have fug- 
geiled that fond, that abfurd diftindion? The , 
father^ by an aft of injudicious preferepcfe, 
alienated the aiieftions of all his ions from his 
beloved child; ^^ they hated him, and coukt 
not ipeak peaceably," or with civility^ "unto 
him." In the fimpliclty of his heart, he relates 
a diream, encouraged no doubt by Jacob's no- 
torious partiality, which indicated his^future 
greatnefs, and their abject humiliation—thus 
awakening their jealoufy, and ftimulatipg their 
irefciitment. " And he dreamed yet another 
** dream/' prophetic of their ftill greater nior* 
tification. 

The Sons of Ifrael about that, time '' re- 
« moved their father's flock tp Secbem. And 
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" Ifrael, 
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^* Ifrael,** anxious to hear of the fafety of his 
^ns, who had jiiftly incenfed the men of 
Sechem againlt them^ P " laid unto Jofeph, do 
** hot thy brethten feed' the flock in Sechem ? 
^* come, and I will fend thee unto them/* 
Unforttinate old man 1 who knew not what 
tfeat day would bring forth ! He knew not 
what pangs that parting would occafion I He 
knew not that the ion of his old age, who had 
juft predisfted that himfelf, His mother, and his 
brethren fhould bow themfelvcs tp hitn to the 
earth, was leaving his paternal roof, never, 
never to return ! 

In obedience to his father's command, he 
went inpuriiiit of his brethren. *^ And when 

they faw him afar off," recoUeding his pre- 
lages of greatnefs, and folifcitous to prevent the 
completion of them, *^ even before he came 
** near tmto them, they confpired againft him 
" to flay him/' Inhuman' monfters! to be fa- 
tiated only with a brother's blood ! Their 
firfl: intention, diAated by jealouly, and ap- 
proved by malevolence, of ^* flaying him, and 
" cafting him into fome pit to lee what would 

* Chap, xxxiv 
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• / 

" become of his dreams," was pro\ldentially 
defeated. For Reuben, hearing their fanguinary 
purpofe, propofed, under the fpecious pretence 
of not Ihedding his blood, but with the real 
defign of adually ridding him out of their 
hands, V and fafely delivering him to his 
*' father again," that they (hould caft him into a 
pit in the wildernefs, which, in thole countries, 
"^ were frequently digged by fliepherds. to hold 
rain water for their cattle, when they could 
not find a fpring, and were far from a riyer. 

His brethren, after they had caft him into 
the pit, fat down to eat bread. And during 
their repaft, they perceived a company of Ifli- 
maelites going down into Egypt. A propoii- 
\ tion was made by Judah, not to leave him iii 

the pit, but to fell him; to tjhe Iflimaelites, or, 
as they are called, the Midianites, being near 
neighbors, joined together in trade, and mak- 
ing one caravan, or company. Thus is* the 
child, whom Ifrael loved more than all his 
children, in the hands of the/defcendants. of 
that man " whofe hands were againft every 
^^* man, and every man's hands againft him.*'* 
To exculpate themfelves in the eyes of their 

* Chap. xvi. 12. 
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Ycnerable parent, *' they took Jofeph's coat, 
" and killed a kid of the goatSvand dipped. the 
" coat in the blood" — diabolical machination ! 
*^ and they took it to their father, and faid, this 
•'have we found; judge whether it be thy 
'* fbn's coat or not." You who are parents, 
^' whofe lives are bound up in the lives of , your 
" children," yc beft can tell, what were the 
Yeelings of this indulgent, of this afilifted fa- 
ther ! Ye beft can tell, what were the fbrrows 
of his heart, when the child of his hopes was 
,devoured, ^s "he thought, by evil beafts, and 
was, without doubt, rent in pieces. Here we 
muft leave him, mourning for his fon many 
days, and accompany this fuppofed dead fbn, 
through a variety of fcenes fingular and fur- 
prifing-^icenes planned by the wifdom, arid 
executed by the agency, of God. , 

The Midianites, when they arrived in Egypt, 
fold Jofeph unto Potiphar, an officer of diftin- 
guiflied rank in the court of Pharaoh. What- 
ever was the department for which his mafter 
defign^d him, the attachment of Potiphar wa» 
equalled only by the fidelity of Jofeph, <* He 
^' made him overfeer over his houfe, and all 
^^ that he had, he put into his hands," He 

Q 3 ' was 
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was advanced, by a quick iucccffioil or events^ 
to an eminetlcc of power which often intoxi-* 
cates^ and which, as often, in the wifdom of 
Providence, is the ocCafion of falling. But in' 
all this " he erred not> nor a<^ed fooliftily" — 
in affliAion, patient and refigned ; in prof- 
perity, he was meek and humble. 

A circumftance altogether unexpefted con-* 
tributed to his apparent ruin, but produced, in 
the end, his bigheft elevation* Solicited, by 
the wife of Potiphar, to an aft, unlawful in it- 
lelf, and injurious to his mafter, he is enabled, 
by a fenfe of right, and a principle of gratitude, 
to withftand the importunate Iblicitation — 
** how can I do this great wickednefs, and fin 
'* againft God ?'* Mifreprefented, however, to 
his mafter, he is degraded from being any 
longer overfeer of his houfe; and ** though 
** innocency was found in hith/' he is dragged 
to prifon, and immured in a dungeon, where 
"his feet were hurt ia the ftocks, the iron 
'^ entered into his foul/* 

In this gloomy manfion, were two officers 
^ of Pharaoh's court. And they dreamed each 
^ a dreani which* Jofeph interpreted; and- it- 
happened in three days from that time, to 

both 
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fco^i of them, as he had predided. Two full 
^eafs after, Pharaoh dreamed two portentous 
dreams, which, when no one of the wife men, 
and magicians could be found to interpret 
thern^ the ungrateful' chief butler, to endear 
hinifelf to the king his miafter, vouchfafed to 
recolle6^ his fellow-priibner, and to acquaint 
Pharaoh with his fupernatural qualifications. 
When Jofeph was brought before Pharaoh, 
ht aiTured him, that he did not poiles the 
powder of interpretation as a natural endow* 
tatVLt ; *' it is not ia me, God Ihall give Pha- 
*' raoh an anfwer of peace." Having heard 
the dreams, he interpreted them to the entire 
cohvid;ion of the king, and his attendants. . 
Pharaoh, ftruck with his wifdom, and obferv4 
ing *' an excellent ipirit to be in him, faid unto 
*' Joicph, lee, I fct thee over all the land of 
*' Egypt.'* Jofcph^was now thirty years old, 
when he arrived at this iiimmit of greatnefs. 
He entered upon his office by taking a flirvey 
of the country , and giving directions how the 
plentiful harvefls might be properly difpofed ; 
for it is faid, ** he gathered corn asthe fand 
*^ of the fea, very much until he left num- 
^^bering/V 

Q 4 But 
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But the fcven ycaiTs of plenty expired. '* And 
** the famine was over all the face of the earth % * 
not only in Egypt> but in all the neighboring 
countries; and among thoie who wanted bread 
were the father and brethren of Jofeph* **And 
** Jofeph*s ten brethren went down to buy 
" corn in Egypt. But Jacob fcnt not Bcnja- 
" min, Jofeph's youngeft brother, with them, 
<*^ left peradventure mifchief fhould befal him 
^' in the way." Upon their arrival in Egypt, 
they were direded to Jofeph, and th^ dream 
which he had related, and which incenfed 
them againft himi, now received its comple- 
tion ; for ^* they came, and bowed themfelves 
** before him, with their faces to the earth.'* 
He recognized his brethren, but aifumed a 
charadcr unnatural to the amiable ferenity of 
bis temper. " He made himfclf ftrange unto 
" them, and fpake roughly unto them,'* and 
accufed them of defigns hoftile to the Egyp- 
tian Government— r'* ye are fpies, to fee the 
*^ nakednefs of the land ye are come." To 
remove fo injurious a fufpicion, they relate to 
him their kindred, and fituation— rthe veryob- 
je^ he had in view. But rcgardlefs of their 
arguments^ he perfifts in his declarations. 

When 
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When they repeat more fully their jcirtum- 
ftances and condition, he pretends to^e cott- 
firaied in his fufpicioas. " That is it that I 
*' fpdke unto you, feying, ye are fpies;** ifor if 
your father fehtyou, indeed, from the land of 
Canaan, to buy corn, and ye have yet a btothcr, 
why did he not fend him alfo ? *' Hereby yc 
^* (hall be proved ;'* at the laft he determines 
that one of them fliall be kept in cuftody, and 
the others (hould return to the land of CanaaiK 
^^ And they did fo'* — ^they agreed to his px^o- 
pofal. What a variety of fenfations muft have 
crowded in his breaft ! the hearing his native 
language after kn abfence of twenty-two years 
from his father's houfe ; the predictions of his 
brethren's obedience to him fulfilled ; the ac- 
count of his brother's health and welfare ; the 
recollection of the mifery his father had fuf- 
fered on his account, and the joyful expeda- 
tion that helhould foon be reftored to his em- 
braces ! With fuch fenfations he was over- 
powered ; and - nature required relief* He 
retired, therefore, and wept. Previous to their 
return to the land of Canaan, Jofeph gave 
orders that, when their facks were filled, their 
pioney fliould be reftored. When they came 

to 
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to th^ir fatherr's ho\ife^ ainl related the aceuf <^ 
renccs of their journey ; when they emptied 
their facks, and found every man's bundle of 
money in his faok^ the good old Patriatch 
vented his apprebeniions in this empaffioned 
complaint/ " Me haveyc bereaved of my chil- 
*.t dren, Jofeph is not, and Simeon is notj and 
•* ye will take Benjamin away/' Rtuben, 
defirous " that they ihould live, and not die/* 
undertakes to roftore Benjamin fafe. to his fa* 
then A lecond time they went down into 
Egy^pt: and apologizing to the fleward of 
Jofeph's houie> for the money that was found 
in their facks, he afTures them that no evil 
was intended them, and acquaints theni, that 
they a^e that day to dine with *^ the governor 
^' over all the land of Egypt/' When they 
were introduced into his prefence, he again 
enquires of the welfare of Ifrael— ** Is your 
*.* father well, the old man of whom ye fpake? 
** Is he yet alive ? And they anfwered, thy 
^^'Jervant our father is in good health ; and 
** they bowed down their heads, and made 
" obeifance.7 By prefenting, with • their own, 
the duty of their Father, his fecond dream was 
fulfilled. Three tables were'provided for their 

mutual 
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idutual accommodation ; one for Jofeph, wha 
Viras 4i!(l]nguifhed as the head of thie knd ; one 
for the Egyptians, Jiis' atteadantis aud* minif- 
ters ; and one for Jofeph's brethren ; for the 
Egyptiians, from, the peculiarity of their cuf* 
tomSy would not coridefcendto fit at the fame 
table, with the Hebrews. As they fet down 
to meat, Jofeph, to their utter aftonifhment^ 
placed ** the firft-born according to his birth- 
** right, and the youngeft according to his 
^' youth." 

Before they returned out of Egypt, Joieph's 

filvercup, according to his own direftions, was 

^ut in Benjamin's fack, that he might make a 

trial of his brethren's regard and affeftion for 

their youngeft brothet> and their fiither. As • 

ibon as the morning was light, they were fent 

away; and the fteward went in purluit of 

them, and challenged them, with having ftolen 

the cup out of Jofeph's hoxife. Scandalized ' 

with the reproach, they unlade their affes ; but 

when they difcovered it in Benjamin's fack, 

liiey returned forrowful, and fore afraid to the 

city. When they were come into his houfe^ 

Judah addreflcs the Governor, from the 

eighteenth yerfe of the forty-fourth Chapter 

• to 
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tp the end, in a ftrain of fuchiimple^ animated, 
perfuaiive eloquence^ as art cannot equal, and 
learning cannot reach. Jofeph was moved 
with the afFeding relation ; and, difmiifing his 
attendants, he iaid unto his brethren, after his 
mind had got relief by a fiiood of tears, ** I am 
•^ Jofeph, doth my father yet live ?" Repre-^ 
fcnt to yourfelves their feelings, when they 
heard the declaration. Every paffion which 
can agitate a guilty mipd— Ihame at having 
taken offence at their brother's dreams; indig- 
nation at having confpired againft his life ; re- 
morfe for occaiioning their father twenty-two 
years of mifery ; and apprehenfion, left Jofeph 
jhould requite them *' as they had thought to 
*' have done unto him," rent their hearts with 
the, violent conflift. But he dilpelled their 
apprehenfions, and comforted their fouls : he 
rcprefents them to themfelvesas agents in the ' 
hands of God, to accomplifh his hidden pur- 
pofes. " It was not you that fent me hither^^ 
*' but God/' 

*' When they came into the land of Canaan, 
.** unto Jacob their father, they told him, lay- 
'^ ing, Jofeph is governor over all the land of 
^' Egypt. And Jacob's heart fainted, for be 

** believed 
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^^ believed them not/' Hearing the naiti^ of 
his long-loft fon, the iummit of .^reatneiai to 
inrhicb he was arrived, ^f his heart fainted^/* 
for he^diftritftcd the authenticity of the rela>-. 
tioh. Impatient of doubly they relate the con- 
verfation that pa^fed between the/xi, and appeal 
to the carriagps^ which Jofeph had fo reipecft- 
fully fcht for his conveyance. The fpirit of J4- 
cob thoir father now revives, '^ It is enough,'* 
lays be, " Jofeph my fon is yet aliyei I will go 
•Vand fee him before I die.'* 

Methinks I fee the venerable patriarch, with* 
drawing from his afTembled family; and retir* 
ing to offer the incenfe of thankfgiving, to the 
God of his fathers* Methinks I hear him re- 
counting, in the poflui-e of hutoility, the mer- 
cies of God, imploring forgivenefs of his diflruft 
of Providence, and pouring out his foul in de- 
vout fupplications to the awful JBeing, who 
** bringeth low, and lifteth up^*' 

Jofeph, knowing the time in which his 
father and his family would be, at Gofhen, 
^* made ready his chariot, and went up to 
'* mjpet Ifrael his father, and prefented himfelf 
^' unto him ; ?ind.he fell on his neck,*' afFe6t- 
ing interview I " and wept on his neck a good 

"while." 
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** while/* Who is the man ib much to he 
tnyied as Ifraei, at this intereftiog fceiie ?. Yt, 
who are fathers, {^y, what would be thic ien- 
iibilities of your fouls, at meethig with the 
rhiki of your bofom, who ^* had been dead 
'^ and was alive a^in, who had been lo&, and 
^^ was found ;" and, moreover, in a time 6i 
wniverfal dearth, when *^the hungry .had not 
'^ bread to eat, and t^e thirily watet to dridls,'*^ 
was ^* governor owr all the'land^of JEgyptJ" 
And " Ifrael faid uato Jofcpih, now let me 
^^ die iince I have feen thy face, becsofe thou 
^' wt yet alive;'* there is nothing in this world, 
in which I can now be interefted. I have 
gone mourning for thee many years ; my hours 
have been embittered by thy lofs ; but it hatb 
pleaied God to bleis me, in letting me fee thy 
face before I die. 

Jacob after this lived' feventeen years in 
Egypt, the only part of his life that he can be 
feid to have known comfort. But Qventhis 
gleam of happinefs was in the fetting of Ms 
days, when '^ he could hardlj^ difcem between 
^^ good and evil^— when he could not teftc 
" what he eat, pr what he drank.*' And *^ the 
•' time diew nigh, that Ifrael rauft die/* And 

after 
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atter he was buried^ for he was laid, as he had 
requefted, with his fathers ; Jofeph's brethren 
*' fcnt a meflenger to him, acknowleging the 
'^ evil they did unto him," and foliciting his* 
forgivencfs. Having long buried in oblivion 
* their unkindnefs, he wept when they brought 
it again to his remembrance. His heart was too 
obedient to the dilates of religion, to " return 
. ** evil for - evil. He comforted them, and 
*' ipake kindly unto them.'* Jofeph was now 
fifty-fix years old ; and he lived afterwards 
fifty-four years, '^ adminiftering juftice, and 
" executing truth." 

The entire hiftory permit me to recommend, 
to your attentive, and ferious perufal. And I 
pray God it may teach every parent, judicious, 
and impartial, affedlion to his children ; and 
every child, reverence to his parents, and love 
to his brethren ! May it give underftanding to 
the fimple ; to the young man knoyvlege and 
difcretion! May it lighten the burden of afflic- 
tion, and difpolc us all to truft in Him *' who 
"bringeth good out of evil ; and who would 
<f not that any fliould perifh, but that all 
" Ihould repent and live.'* 

SERMON 



• I 



I '. 



[ 249 ] 



» 1 * t* 



SERMON XVII. 

PSALM cxxii. I. 

I was glad when theyfatd unto me, let us go inf$ 

the Houfe of the Lord, 

TO neglcft the public worfliip of Almighty 
God is now become fb vpry common, 
that many men^ no doubt, imagine themfelvcs 
cxcufed from the obligation of attending it. One 
•Sunday fucceeds another, and we perceive, a 
growing inattention, an increafing unconcern 
about publicly fupplicating the blefRng of God, 
Many have fb habituated themfelvcs to 
this fhameful abf^nce from God's houfe, 
that, one might conclude, they have entered 
into covenant with Him, and that to make 
a public acknowlcgement of his power in 
pi;ayer, and to offer him the public tribute of ' 
praife and thanksgiving, is no longer to con- 
ftitute a part of their chriftian duty. It is not 
to fuch men I Ihall now addrefs myfelf ; for 
as they do not attend on the fervipe of the 
•' ^ ' R Church, 



250 jfn eam^ Exhortation 

Churchy what is here delivered can neither con-r 
vince them of their difobedie^ce, nor perfuade 
them to a better mind ; but my difcoprfc will 
be addi:eflcd to thofc who arc fomctjipes pre- 
:(cnt, but generally abfent. And obferving the 
congregation rather larger th^n ufual^ and, 
therefore, compofed chiefly of thpfe who dq 
not regularly frequent the courts of th? Lord'^ 
houfe^ I cannot have a niore favorable oppor- 
tunity to be&ech you publicly, rqy bi^ctKrenn 
in the name of Go^, and for the fake of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, that ye v^ill, frona this day, 
devote the Sui^day to the hply purpofe fjos; 
which God Almighty dcligned it; th^t ye will, 
from this^ day, invariably attend public vypr- 
fliip ; and th^t, inflead of loitering in idleuels 
at home, or wandering about in roifchicf 
abroad, during the time q{ divine fervice, yc 
will " pay your vows in ^he great congrega- 
" tion^" and fay, fronx ypur hearts, with the. 
devout Pfalmift,, " I was gla^d when they faid 
" unto me, let us go into the hqufc of the ^-#ord/* 
In this difcourfe I (ha,ll, J^rft, Ihcw the obli- 
gations incumbent on every peribn^ without 
exception, to ^ttcnd/the pijiblic worlhip of God 
every Sunday. 

Afte? 
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After which I (hall remove thjj excjjfes 
made for the negle^ (if it. 

And laftly, I Ihall earneftly exhort you to 
worfhip God as regularly as the Sunday conies^ 
^* in this houfe which is called by his name," 
May the bkffing of Go4 accompany what is to 
be delivered! And may this houfe, dedicated 
to God/ be diftinguifljed, every fuccescding 
Sunday, by the regular, and conftant atten* 
liance of every individual, whom God requires 
Co be in it! 

ifl. It has always been the obje<5l of every 
Govcrnn^ent to inculcate, upon the people; re- 
ligious principles y well knowing, that, if the 
fear of God be not implanted in the hearty 
men would never be refirained by a ienfc of 
i;ight, a principle of duty, nor the terror of la wv 
And for what end are churcheis built, aixd mi^ 
nifters appointed ? Surely that the ignorant 
may be in{lru<3:ed in, and thtp more intelligent 
reminded of, their duty to both God, theli* 
oeighbcJr, and themfelves. The Legiflature^ 
conceiving it to be the indifpejlfable duty of 
every one to attend public worfhip, has im- 
pofed a fine upon all who negled it ; of fa 
much confequenoe does it appear to rulers ahd 
' ' R 2 governors^ 
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governors, that the houfe of God Ihould be 
regularly frequented. For it is evident, that^ 
unlcfs fociety be aftiiated by religious prin- 
ciples, there will fogn be a fub verfion of order, 
and an end of government. 

A fecond obligation to attend divine wor- 
fhijp is, that it is the only mode of conveying, 
and of receiving inftruftion. We are taore de- 
vout, we are more ferrous, we feel ftronger 
impreffions of Religion, by fopplicating God 
in the Church, than we can do in private ; for 
a devout congregation is an emblem of Hea- 
ycii. Thofe indeed, who are religioufly dif^ 
pofed, may derive much edification from join- 
ing in prayer regularly with their families, 
iVoni offering up their private devotions to 
God, and from frequently reading the holy 
Scriptures. But the Church is the only place, 
where T^e can be exhorted to the obfervancc 
of tljofe duties we negleA, and diffuaded from 
tiiccommiffion of thofe vices, to which we are 
addicted. For inftanjce: the man who does not 
attepd the Church, does not, of conicqucn<^e, 
receive the Sacrament. Now, by his negleft, 
Jic does not hegir his obje£lions to the celebra-; . 
tion of th« Lord's Supper removed ; he hears 
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iio exhortation to the obfervance of thiat ihdiA 
penfableduty; and he becomes, at lafti. alrlioil 
rafenfibk, that Jefus Ghrift, the very night ort 
which he fufFcred death to redeem us^ exprefsl/ 
commanded it. Is a man addi<fted to intempc* 
jr^nee, and profane fwedring, to exceffive paf- 
fion ? By not going to Church he does not hear 
the folly or his vicfes cxpofed ; he does not heat 
the denunciations of God Almighty, " againft 
" thofe who commit fuch things,'/ denotinccd j 
•andi therefore, continues in the indul^ncfe of' 
them, till he goes down to the grave with all 
Jiis fins unrepented of, on his head. Gorifider> 
on the other hand, the happy cffeds of a regu- 
lar attendance on the fervice of the Church. 
A fuitable difeourfe, by God's bleffing aGCodi«- 
panying it, may be a mean of convincing a 
finner of the fcrror of hijs ways, of leading hira. 
to amendrtient of lite, sind of niaking hi$ 
peace with both God and min. " The word 
•* preached may, and does, profit'* in a tiriety 
of iijilances. How n^any thougbtlcfs wretches 
.whp confumed thfeir time, and fquandered 
their fubftance, have become diligent and care- 
. fVil ? How many, who behaved like brutes and 
favages to their fumilicj, Ijate, by htaring thiei 

Rs wotil 
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word of God, become doeile, and peaceable ? 
Now, if fuch adtantages arife from a regular^ 
and conflant attendance on the iervice of the 
^hurch, is it not every man'» duty to be con- 
fiant vx\i\s attendance ? ^* I fpeak as^ to wife 
meny judge ye/' my brethren, and determine 
Dn the propriety of it. 

The iaft obligation I fhall mention, ihcnm*' 
feerit on ill taien to celebrate the public wbrfhip 
df God, is the exprefs command fb repeatedly; 
fend emp)>atically, delivered in the hdy iSdrip^ 
JEures. ' 

r It id to be obfcrvcd, that the command is n6 
■way qualified, by leaving it to ciir owndifcrc*- 
*ian, whether we will go to church or not. 
-God's hqufe is the place appointed wh^rc we 
^^rc to receive inftruftion, to offer up prayers^ 
^nd to give thanks unto God. The Alrtiighty 
commanded <* the children of lii'atitl, their 
'^' wives, and thfeir little ones, and' the ftranger 
'^within their gates, to aflemble that they 
** might hear/ and that they might learn, and 
••-^ fear the Lxird their God, 'and obfervo to do 
'^ all the words of his law : and that tKenr chil- 
^^ dren too might hear, and learn te j^E^r the 
J* IvOtiJ their God.'; What attention di4 they 

pay 
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f&yio God's pomniahl I ^^ There v^as not a 
*' word of ail that Mbfcs commanded^ which 
•* Joihua read not tcfore ALL the congrega- 
^^ tion of Ifrae!, with the women, and the little 
** ones, and the ftxangers^ that were converfant 
" artiong them.'* Let any man take a view 
©f this congregation in general, and could he 
foppofe that God Almighty had given a com- 
mand that ev^rjf foul throughout the parilh, 
who was not prevented by fickhefs, or unavoid- 
Sable neceffity, fliould pay his adoration 
to Itim in his own houfe ? " When God 
^^ jtidges the world in righteoufhels,*' may none 
€f you, my brethren, experience the judgments 
fee will denounce agairift thbfe ^ho' have neg-^ 
k^ed his worfhip ! God requires, and com* 
mands you to appear every Sunday, in this 
houfc of prayer. Inflead of which, you come 
when yo^ have no engagement, and juft as you 
may feel difpofed. Do you ever coftfider by 
Whom the command is given? Is there a mart 
amongft you who would pay the fame inat- 
tention to the requeji of him, of whom you 
.rent a farm, or derive your fubfifterice ? To 
leave you without excufe ; to reprcfent you to 
yourfelves, as ungrateful and difobcdient, as 

R 4 indeed 
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incjced you syrc; %o the Gq^r'wbt? cr^t«d^:ap4 
rcdecjtped. yqu^i I ftjaU obyiajtc the. jkas wth 
which J9U ib eafijyfa^fy ypurfclycs. , 
.- ). Yo^ have bufincft you allege; and you 
cannot, for the fake pf going tp Churchyneg* 
led it. k may be fo. To whom, are you in- 
debted foi^ the means of bufinefs ? To God^ 
ypn wi|l allow : no doubt. And what com-^ 
mand has he given rcfpefting it? ' "The 
" feventh day is the fabbath of the Lord thy 
** God ; on it thou flialt do m manner ^ of 
'* work.^^ If. buflnefs require you to ahfent 
yourfelves {o very often from Church, you had 
better, I had almoft faid, have no bu^^n^fs > 
y^u had better, be in the loweft Nation in life,- 
withjuft bread to eat, and rainienjt to pijit on, 
than have engagements which prevent you;if 
worlhipping God. .Bufinefs is to Supply .you 
with the comforts, and conveniences, of thi3 
life : Religion is to fecure your happincfs tp 
all eternity. Aik your hearts, whether yqu 

p^"^'"^- . .. .' . . ... '■ 

(.2) It is fometimes tmpjoufly faid, wherq 
IS the neccflity of going to Church, whcp we 
obferve many people, no better than burfelvcs^ 
who have gone all their lives ? *' Their bloo4 
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**"bc o» lElicir own head^! to tfaeir own mailer 
" thcyibnd tir fall;** arid to him muft thcj? 
give account for alUbc means of improvctnenti 
andxanfwcr for their neglcd: of it. Will it 
render the punilhment qf eternity eafier to 
bear, ' becaufc you da not bear your punilh- 
ment alone ? Wc bavfe enough to do to take 
care of oiir own fouls, let us not intermeddle 
with others, uxilef^ we can improve l^m In 
goodhefs. 

(3) It is fbmetimes alleged, that your clothe* 
are fo indifferent, you are aihamed, of going to 
Churcfeii Inanfwer to this cxcufe^ will you be 
fcGti by any perfon, who is not acquainted 
with your fituatidni and circumftances r But it 
may be 'often aiked,. with too much propriety, 
of -thofe who make.it; iar it not in your 
power to provide better? Do you not Ipcnd fo 
Inuch motley hi drinking, br fo much timeia 
idlcnefs, as> if you were employed in your bu- 
linefs, would fupply you with clothes fukabic 
to your ilation ?' If you are careful, arid in4uf- 
trious, be not aihamed* It is not improbabH 
but that fome people> obfcrying your feg^i^ 
iarify aiid devotion,, may cbaritftWy fupply 

you 
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fan with ibme. ^ But if th^ ihattld' not, yoil 
bad better ivorfhip God^; and iave/sroiu; fouls^ 
than loie them eternally, undtr the iitctencc^ 
of not having fo gQod clothes as your ne^h** 
bors*' • , , . ' •. '^ 

- {4) Some pretend td cxcufe their ne^kft of 
the Chtirch because they are. i^iorant^ and 
they fhall noty they hQpe^.he punifhed £at 
tiiielr ivant of ktu)wlege« One. would think it 
almoil impoflible, that any man ihould pajf 
fvich a grois impoiition on bimfelf. Js the 
Gofpel fb uniijterefiing,. . that we ttxay liTaia 
wilful igiio]<!a?iios of it ? .If there bd any thing 
in the trorld a jtnan fh<ml4 he de^rpus of knxxw*^ 
ingy It IS iufdy the way to Hcarea. • Woiiid 
ypu not wi& to have fcoie greater jccrtainty 
of yonr ialvatiop^ than the mere hope that 
you (hall not be damned; becaufejofU woul^ 
not knoi^ your duty^ uioder the pretence^ that 
you Cbopld thereby be eoBonfrd from th^pzacB 
tice of it? . . . . .i .. 

' (s) Another ezca& made for not attendoing 
C^upch^ by Arniepeopk, is^thftt they can >ead 
the Scripjtttresy itftd good bsno^^s athome^ jNow 
I Appeal to , yoid: <onfci€tw»f beJSbre God^ hm 

whofc 



/ 



ttcatend puhJk Whrjhip. 2S<J 

"^hoft more immediate prefence we all lir€ at 
this momeiit, i^^hether yoti «e, on tbe Loird's 
day, {o profitably employed ? Your confcfience, 
I pfefume^ tells you that you are Hot. But to 
convince you that it is your duty to attend the 
church, I will fuppoft you guilty of fomc 
vice — fwcaring, for inftaBECe. Now, wfailil: 
yoij have been reading, as you pretend, at 
home, a difcourie hath been publicly delivered 
fcy the mintftcr. Which remarkably afFei^s your 
"cafe, and circumftanccs. Itad ybu heard it, you 
Inight have. been induced t-o think on the dan- 
gerous ftate you were in, with refpe<^ to J\I- 
mighty God ; you might have ^ttermined .to 
reform your life, and to ceafe from the abfurd, 
and finfiil praAice, of liegleAiug public wor- 
Ihip. But is it likely you fhould read at home, 
what muft fill you with fiiame, aivd ftrikc 
you with fclf-condemhatiori ?. Befides, were 

« 

every one to make the fam:e excufe, 'Churches 
woidd be quite unneceffary, and the whole 
tody of the Clergy almoft, would be .a bur- 
den upon fociety ; as their entire ' employ 
would be the baptizing of infants, vifiting the 
fick, and burying the dead. Sunday, that 
blefTed day, appointed for the celebration of 

our 
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our .Redemption, by Gbrift^ wduld. ceafc t0 
be beneficial ; the conlcquince of which \y0ul4i 
fhprtly bp^ that Wc fliQuld live without % 
cramqnts, without piety;, " and witheut God 
*' in the world.'* For the profanation of the 
day which God has commanded tD be kept 
holy>, ygu whic)^ negleft the Church are an- 
fwerable* 

(5) The jaft excufe I fhall at prcfent nicn- 
tion i»5 that the apprchenfion of tatching cpld^ 
and the badnefs' of. the weather, often pre- 
vent many people,, they pretend, from attend- 
ing the fervice of God, who are. forry to be 

hindered frongi it. 

* . . * 

Perfons of delicate conftitutions, and thoic 
afflicted wMth any fevere complaints, may 
juftly make the excufe. But *' be not de- 
" ceivedj * do not impofe pn^ yourfelvesi Is 
not your health more endangered Jby cold and 
rain, in the proiecution of your bufinefs, or 
the cnjoymeiit^ of your pleafurcs, than it 
would be by attending public worfliip? Wc 
need not argue, on this fubjedl } God is the 
Judge. You may allege many things in vin^- 
dication of your nqgledl of it. But be well 
jiifuredj that your cxcufes are fuch as you 

' ' ^ Ihali 
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Ihall not be afhamed, or afraid to offer at 
God's Tribunal. When you abfeht your- 
felves from Church, are you neither with- 
held by difinclination^ nor diverted by amufe- 
ments? What anfwer does your confcienc^ 

• • • # 

give ? • 

Nothing how remains, but that I briefly 
£xp6fl:ulate with you for prefuming to devote 
the part of the Sunday, to your own purfuits, 
which (hould be fpent in the public worfhip 
of Almighty God. 

Of every foul committed to his care, the 
minifter of the Gofpel muft give account to 
God. To obferve you, therefore, my brethren, 
when you Ihould be attending public wor- 
ihip — fome purfuing your pleafures — Ibme en- 
gaged in bufmefs — ^^fome indulging in idlenefs 
- — andlbnie immerfed in diffipation — ^awakens, 
in my breaft, fenfations of the moft piercing 
nature, and enkindles, in jny heart, apprchen- 
fions the moft alarming. When the Sunday 
comes, and the Bells wdrn you that *' the day 
** is the Lord's/* let me befeech you to con- 
fider, that you are then called by the great 
God of heaven and earth; that he cxpefts 
you to attend Kim in his own houfe; and 

that. 
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that, if you arc remifs and njsgligcnf, you ihal} 
provoke his heavy difplcafurc, Do not 4t^ 
tempt to fatisfy yo^r copfcien(:c, by prctendipg 
fbme little engagement, or trifling bufinefs^ 
The Almighty admits of 71q btifinefs to detain 
you conftantly from his worlhip.- Would you 
|>e iatisfied, were yoijr own CQnin?ands negle6l* 
cd, under fuch trivial pretences ? We larhcnt 
that the heathens had no Sunday, np iet day, on 
which they might havp wof (hipped Go'dv An4 
we make ourfelvps worfc than the heathcnsj> 
because, having fuch a day, we defpife and de- 
file it. Reprefent to your minds the awful iea-;- 
iowy when you (hall be vifited with iicknefs, 
and arf eftcd by death ; and ^fk yourfelyes, if 
you think your confciertces will iignify their 
approbation of your having hztxxonly occafiQnal 
WQr(hippers of God? Do you think you. ihall 
derive any pleafnre in that awful hour, froin 
the refledion, that you have fpent fo many 
Sundays, emphatically called GoSs own days^ 
m idlenefs, in bufinefs, or in plea(urcs ? Alj. 
£3on, too foon it may be ! will that time arrive. 
And (ho^ld I be called on to attend you in 
tbofe agonizing momentSj if I amnotfuc^efs* 

ful 
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ful in my attempt, to perfUftdc you tg attend 
public woi:ihip, every page of the Bible will 
forbid me to give you encouragement to ex- 
peflk {alvatibn. ponfider how deplorable luch[ 
^ ilate will be^ and may Gqd give you Grace 
to prevent it! 



SERMON 



f 



J 



SERMON 




»' 



UEI^ESIS, XXVIIIt 1$. 

Surely the Lord is in this place, an 4 I hiew it 

r » 

nat. 

* • * I 

rr^HE carelefs arid irreverent behavior of 
•^ many people, in the houfe of God, affcfib 
ivith d^cp concern, all ferious, and well- dif^ 
ppfed minds. Is it that they do not go there, with 
the aftual dcfign of worfhipping God ? or be- 
caufe they may as well ^end an hour in 
Church as any where elfe, and therefore thibk 
thcmfclves difcharged from the obligation or 
devoutly fupplicating God ? Whatever be their 
motive, it is evident that they do not confidcf 
thcmfclvcs in the more immediate prefencc of 
him, who is "jealous ofKishonor> and who 

" * » 

** will not give his glory to another/' All fuch, 
with too great reafon, tnay fay with 'Jacob in . 
the textj ^* Surdy the Lord is in this place> 
*' and I Icnew it not. And he was faraid, an(!l 

B c^faid, 
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** faid, how dreadful," or how awful, ** Is this 
** place ! This is none other than the houic of 
" God* and thisis the gate of heaven.'* That 
I may, by the bleffing of God, excite, in every 
irreverent vvorfhipper, the fame awful ideas ; 
that I may, by the affiftance of Divine Grace, 
awakc;n, in every carelefs br^aft, the tremendous 
thought, that furcly God is in this place, I will 
beg your ferious attention, whilft I (hew, 

Firft, The motives and inducements that 
ought to bring us to the houfe of Gx)d. Se- 
condly, The devotion and reverence with 
which we ought to behave in it. Thirdly, I 
fliall point out fome of the improprieties too 
often obfervable in our congregations ; and 
ihall then conclude with a ferious application. 

Firft, We go to Church to acknowlegc 
Whofe we^are, and Whom weferve; to dc- 
nionftrate to the world, and to ourfelves, that 
we have enlifted under the"l)anners of the 
Xjord ; and that, " whoever others may ferve, 
« the Lord our God will we. ferve, and his 
" voice only will 'we obey/* We go to Church 
to return God our public, thanks for creating, 
preferving, and redeeming us from evedafting 
mifeiy; to brfcech hin; to \^ give us. thofc 

/* thingy 



in Church. 267 

** things that be needful for us ;** and above all^ 
to grant us the dire6lion and affiftance of his 
Holy Spirit, left we fall a pfey to our grand 
adverfary, the devil. We go to Church to 
confefs our linworthinels, how little we defer ve, 
and yet how much we receive, to declare our re- 
solutions of amendment, and to fupplicate the 
Grace'of God, to enable us to keep them. 

I (hall (hew, therefore, ia the fecond place, 
the reverence and devotion we ought to feel in 
pur hearts, and exprefs in our behavior, whilft 
we are in the Church of God* *' How awful 
" is this place ! This is none other than the 
^* houfe of God, and this is the gitc of Hea- 
'^ ven." 

Let us coniider how we behave, whciji wc , 
are admitted into the prefcnce of a fuperior, oC 
whom we have a requeft to make, and whofe 
refufal, or compliance, will be attended with 
loft, or produ^ve pf advantage. Do We fit 
down careleft and unconcerned, not regard- 
ing what he fays, and behaving with evident 
marks of difrefpe A, and uneafinefi ? Do wc 
ieem vifibly weary of his company, and openly 
acknowlege the irklbmeneft of his prefencc ? 
And when he affures us of his diipofition and 

S 2 power 



I 



2€8 On devout Behmtor 

• • • . ' > 

power to (erve us; when he treats us with the 
kin4q6rs of efteeiUi a|id the warmth of frien^* 
|}iip, do we return bis civilities with the cold-^ 
nefs of indifFprence, and the mortificatioii of 
difdain ? On X\xt contrary,, do we not expref^ 
by Qur looks, .declare by our words, and de* 
mondrate by our adions, our attachment to 
his perfon, and our regard to his intereft ? Do 
we not Ihew by our behavior, our iienie of his 
kindneis, and how highly we value the favor 
he has conferred ? And is the obligation one 
man can confer on another, to be compared 
with th^ mercies '^-e fuppHcate, and receive 
from God? Does the diftiaftion, between one 
mortal and another, merit greater honor and 
reverence, than our Almighty Creator merits 
of us all ? How oyght we to carry ourfelves 
then in. his Divine Prefencc, and in the houfe 
appro|)riated to his worihip ! Ought wpnot 
there to colle£l our wandering thoughts> and 
fix thepi fleadily upon God ? Ought we not to 
be careful both what we think, and how we 
behave, left, inftead of obtaining a b]ei!ing, we 
t)ring on ourfelves a curfe ? Qur congregation* 
oughfrtoexhibit an alfembly of people met for 
thefolcpurpofe of worihipping God; of/vipjd- 
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cifing hfe Bf effing, of d-epTXcating his vengeance. 
Every Iodic, . every gefture, eveVy JJoftui-^ iii 
whicSi we Aahd. or fit, or fen*ceI,'flioutd exptefs 
• our fenfe of Gad's awful prefertce. Andin-i; 
ffead of fufferkig our minds lo be efn ployed 
about either bufinefs or plcafure^we fhbuld it- 
tend entirely to the fervice in which 'Wb ap- 
pear to be engaged, whether it be in prayer, 
fhankfgiviqg, reading, or hearing the word de- 
livered by the minifter. But tve not uncom- 
monly hear many people; as foon as they go 
out of Church, declare, that, inftead of attend- 
ing to the prayers ind the fermon, they have 
been thinking upon very different fubjeds. 
This may, to fiich thoughtlefs creature^, appear 
a trifling circumftance .; but it is the greateft 
infult that can be fhewed to God, and his wor- 
Ihip- It IS '* drawiilg near to him with your 
'* Tips, while your hearts are far frorh him ; it is 
** appearing to men to pray, but it is being 

* « 

'^ within full of hypocriiy," of hypocriiy towards 
God. *' And an hypocrite/' it is faid, ^' Ihall 
*^ notftand before Him. Holinefs becometh 
^' the houfe of God;" and when we approach to 
worfhip the Lord, it fhould be ** with an holy 
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*' worihip ;'* our. hearts ihould acc6mpany our 
tongues in the celebration of religion. 

I how proceed to* take notice of the errors 
obfervable in our congregations. . I mention 
firft, the manner in .which fome people go into 
Church ; they appear quite carelcfs and indif" 
fcrent ; when they go to their icats, they fit 
down with as rnuch pnconcqrn, as if the bulL- 
ncfs they went about were of no confequcnce. 
Let me recommend it, earneftly recommend 
it, to every perfon, rich and poor, young and 
^ old, as foon as you get to your refpeftiv? places^ 
to '^ fall meekly upon your knees," and to 
befeech Almighty God to accept your prayers 
and devotion, to grant a bleffing to what the 
jrninifter is about to deliver, and to bring it 
home tb your confciences. Let me beg of 
you all, to make uie of fuch a prayer every 
time you go into the Church, and let xtie pre- 
vail with you, to teach your children one like- 
wife. Such a behavior wotild be devout and, 
reverent ; we Ihpuld then appear like what we 
are^ a congregation of fallen creatures, fuppli- 
cating falvation of our Almighty Creator. But 
there i& one thing I would recommend before 

you 
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you go into the Churqh ; confider into whofc 
Jioufc, and for what purpofe, you arc going. 
And when you enter the Church-yard, look 
with ferious rciledlions on the graves, the re- 
pofitories of the filent dead ; confider that y^^ 
may never be permitted to walk among them 
again, and that the very next grave that is 
opened, may be for yourfelf. Such refle<ftions. 
will fuggeft a reverent behayior in thP Houfc 
of God. 

(2) Many people go late into the Church, 
and often, not without making a prodigious 
npiie; fb that not only the whole congregation 
is difturbed ; but ibnle, thoughtlefsly and in- 
confiderately, whether they arc engaged in 
prayer, or in attending to the word of God, 
inflantly withdraw from their duty, and thus 
add to (he noife and confufion, already made. 
Now no perfon who confiders he is fupplicat- 
ing a bleffing fr6m Almighty God, perhaps 
prefervation '* from fuddejti death, or from 
** eternal damnation/' would prefume either to 
rife from his knees, pr to ceafe oficring his pe- 
tition, becaufe fbmebody at that time is going 
I9 his ifcat. One cannot but wifh,. if for no 
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other irealbh, that tvcrfont T^ould be ckrly in 
his attendance on the fcrvice of the Church. 

I cannot here oftiit infentioning, that if the 
le'aft n'oife be made, either by the falling of a 
book,' or any other little accident, how very 
^rixlous rtianjr people feem till they know what 
is the matter. Let your attentloh be fixed 
tipbh God, and the falTdtioh of yotir fouh, atid 
yott \vi}l b^haVe tvith more decency and re- 
verence, ' 

(3) Thete is A regulation,, that it is niuch 
to be Wifhed, was made' in alriidft cvcty c6n- 
gfegatiott. Thip indecency, I believe, is only 
to bfe fotthd, to our great reproach, in th6 
ChvJreh of England ; I rhean the (hameful, the 
iriigvereht cuftottt of praying tp God, ih the iri- 
flolent poftiire of fitting on our feats. Were a 
pfcrfoii tfiiken in a country of favagcs-, vrhofe 
Cuftoro.tVa^ to murder eVcry one they'ipprc- 
hcnded^ \Vould he^ when they rhade figns to 
hinri that he was going to di^, fit indolently 

r 

dt>vVn, arid car elef3ly aflk them to (par^ hisllfc ? 
Would hb not fall upon his khees^ iiid iear^ 
ncftly implore thieir mercy ? How fcW'ffieW 
the fame folicitude for their eternal iiilva- 
|iqa-^let this cpngregation bear witnefs ! 

'^ Shoulcj 
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Should any mati, to excufe his Want of devo- 
tion, fancy, that, though he repeats his prayers 
in a fitting pofture, yet he prays in his heart, 
and hears what the minlfter prays, and obferves 
dnd goes along with him, let him weigh well 
in his mind the diteiftion of the Apoftle, ^' glo- 
^* rify God in your body^ as well" as in your 
^^ fpirit, for both are God*s/* 
' Though God principally feq[urrcs the heart, 
yet having made our bodies, an homage is due . 
unt6 God from them. And be aflured, where. 
*' the heart is right towards God,'* the reve- 
rence 6f the body will naturally follow, as far 
lis It is in the power of the heart to command ih 

Good men, in all ages, have not contented 
themfelves to worfhip God with good thoughts, 
or inward motions oijly, but with the external 
^dls of Religion— fuch as either the inftitution 
arid pra6liee of the Church, or the cuftom of* 
the country had made external figns of honor ; 
as uncovering the head, bowing the body, 
kneeling on out knees. 

Nor has any age, I believe, of the Chriftiaii 
Church produced men, who have betrayed fuch 
flight thoughts of God, and his Son Jefus 
Cljrift as the prefent, in the carelcfs and neg- 
ligent 
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Kgcnt way of Worfliip to which many fccm^ to 
have given thcmfdvcs up. 

The diflenters from the church, whenever 
/(hey go to prayers m their public meetings^ 
all cither fall upon their* knees, or ihew their 
reverence by {landing. . And fhall all other 
fei^s, when they pray in their public congre- 
gations, difcover external marks of homage to 
God Almighty ; and fhall we? the members of 
the Church of England, the beft of all Churches* 
confult our eafe ^ if we were at home ? This 
is a contempt of God, a reproach to our Church, 
a fcandal to our Religion, an offence to devout 
minds, and an ill example to all who obferve, 
or fit near you. 

Let me fuggefl further, that that frequent 
fitting during the time of Divine fervicc, pro- 
duces drowfincfs and languor. And this is one 
cauie, why people fleep more in the Church of 
England, than they do in the meetings and 
conventicles of dilTenters. 

4 

I have to add, that, as inany people may q]b-- 
je£t thay cannot kneel upon the bare ground^ 
it is devoutly to be wifhed that every one, wha 
is able, would provide himfelf, as he may do it 
at a trifling expence, with a bafs, or haiTock, for 

the 
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the purpofe-^and that every pcrlbn who is not 
able to procure one might be fuppHcd by the 
fuperintendants of the pariOi. Yoiir Church 
would then have much more the appeafaiXDe 
of an houfc of God, than it has at prcfent* . 

It is, however, to be obfervcd that fome* 
from age, or bodily infirmity, or from a variety 
of caufes, cannot bear to kneel during the time 
of fervice with comfort, and therefore, caimot 
kneel with devotion. It is not expe<9:ed, noa: 
would it be proper, that fiich people Ihoiild 
attempt to do it ; but let me fuggeft even to 
thefe, that the utmoft reverence is due from 
them to God, and that, if they do not neglcAtq 
pay it, though they are obliged to iit on their 
feats, he will mercifully accept their fervices 

(4) 'I am next to take notice of the extreme 

Impropriety of leaning againft the pews, or ieats, 

.during the time of the reading of the Pfalti|fc 

and of the Prayers by thofe who fland up, a$ 

though thofe perfons were unable to fupport 

themfelves. It betrays a ftxameful indifference 

for the worfhip, and fervice of God. Let all 

men, whofe behavior is fo irreverent, confider, 

that afluredly " the Lord is in this placc/^ be* 

^oldin^j and obferying them. 

(5) Let* 



27 R On devout Behavior 

wtilft I make a fhort application. ,Lct rac 
then rcqueft of you all, my brethren, to think 
ferioufly, before you enter the Church, into 
whofe awful prefence you are going. And 
when you have entered it, let me bcfeech you 
to fall meekly . on your knees, to iiipplicate 
God's acceptance of your prayers, and to grant 
that the word to be preached, may become 
*• a favor of life unto life," to all that hear it* 
Let there be, in future, no noife made by your 
entering, it. And whether your are reading, or 
hearing the word, or offering up your prayers 
and thankfgivings, do not let any little diftur-p 
bance, as the opening of a door, or the falling 
of a hooky withdraw your attention from your 
duty. Let this Church be, in future, diftin- 
guifhed by the reverence and devotion of alt 
who frequent it ; and let me entreat you to pay 
fo much honor to Almighty God, as to pray to 
hini, not in your prefent cuftom of fitting on 
your feats> or even the more decent one of 
ftanding, but '• meekly kneeling on your knees.'*^ 
Let all impertinent gazing at other people's 
drefs ; let all talking, whifperrng, and laughing, 
be for ever banifhed from this holy' place. And 

inflead of haflily departing before the Bleffiftg 
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ways given great offence to fprious mjnds, the 
levity, and foolifh talking, to which many addiA 
themfelves in the hcJufe of God. One woul4 
imagine that fuch people go with no other 
view, than to make remarks on the drefs, on 
the finery, a^nd folly, of their neighbors, ^s 
whifpering, talking, laughing, leemly, do yo^i 
think, in God's prefence ? Let me befecch yovi 
to ceafe from fo foolifli, and fo linful, a prudlic^fc 
(8) Let me> laftly, take notice of another 
indecency, committed chiefly by the younger 

* 

p9.rt of the congregation, I mean the irreverjcnt 
cuftom of ruftiing out of the church, almoft 
before the fervice is concluded. Lpt me pre- 
vail with you all, and you who are fathers and 
mailers more efp;ecially, to enjoin ypur children 
and fervants, before they depart fronj God's 
haufe, to go reverently on theijr knees, and be- 
fceph God to forgive the wanderings of their 
hearts, ^nd the coldnejfs of their devotions ; 
that, " what they have heard with their out- 
^' ward ears, may producp in tKeni the fruits 
" pf good liYing.'* Teacji them then to dc^ 
part like finful creatures,, who have been wor- 
ihlpping an Almighty God. 

I will beg ypur patience a.rppment longer, 

whilft 



l2$l ] 



SERMON XIX. 



Wimh 'U modier^ ^tttgJrkik is raging ^ and 
whq/bever 4S deceived thereby is not wi/e. 

OF all tlie vkes to tlie tommiifioa of wluch 
wc are allured^ eitlier by the propenfity 
k£ aattsre, or the temptations of life, there is 
tioi one that involves us in fb many dangers as 
"exceffive drinking* 

In whatever light we confider that deteft«« 
^ble vice« whether as pernicious to our health, 
deftrudive of our underftandings, fatal to our 
families, or offenfive to God, it ilands pre-emi- 
nently diftinguiftied above evexy other. Sq 
malignant indeed in its nature, and {o tuinouf 
in its confequences is every fin, that we may 
fay of the commiilion of each, what the women 
anfwered one another, when they were Co;igra« 
tulating the king of Ifrael on his fucce&againft 

T the 
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the Philiftines, ** Saul has flain his thoufands \^ 
but of drunkennefs it may be faid, '^ it hath 
*' (lain its ten thouiands." 

The defrpi of thiy iifcpBric is to- flicw the 
fin, the folly, and the danger attending it. 

So heinous does the fin of drunkennefs ap- 
pear to the Apoflle, that heethorts his Corin- 
thian converts, with thofe who indulge in it, 
•'riot to keep compatiy,* not to have any fel- 
lowfhip, dr intercdurfc, ^th them; '^ But how 
*' I have written unto you not to keep com- 
** pany; if ^ny itiaff that is caHed a brother^*' 
that profeffes the ChrifHatt fkith, ** be a'druhk- 
>* ard, with fuch an one, ho riot taeat.*^ 

In his Epiftle to the Galatiaris, he joins this^ 
Vice with thofe other works of the fltfh, which 
exclude Chrifiians from the kingdom of Grod. 
In the catalogue are, "*' hatred. Variance, wradr, 
^* flrife, feditions, murder, revellings, drunken^ , 
^* nefs ; of the which I tell you, they w^ho ha^- 
^^ bitiially, or frequently, comniit thera>'^ or 
any of them, ** fhall not inherit the king* 
*^domofGbd;* 

" Drunkennefs is fuch an enemy to every 
thing that is virtuous and pious J to every 

thing 
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€hifig th%i is dccetit and becomings tlxr reli-^ 
giom and the good^ woiild^ one would tkmkt 
fife up, as one man agatnft it, aj& a fin that 
degrades us froih the bonoi- o£ human nvtute^ 
end renders ns mofe vile and contemptible th^n 
^* the beaftsf that pcrifli.'* 

Shall matt th«t is made " after the imagt 
** of God/ and ranks in dignity next to the 
glbrious angels^ — ih^ll man who is endowed 
with reafon to inforrti him of the will of his 
Crcator-^who is poffefled with confci^^e to 
awaken him to comply with it-^fliall a Chrif- 
tian who has taken the vows of God upon him, 
and bound hiftifdf by the n^ft awful obliga- 
tions to renounce all prohibited indulgences, in 
order that he may foe entitled to . an eternal 
kingdom ; fhall> I fay, this wife and rational 
creature, man — ^fliall he part with* his reafon^ 
his cohfcience, his heaven, his God, for the 
fake of " wine which is a mocker, or flrong 
*' drink which is raging*' — ^which wiH involve 
Eim in prefent Ihame, and expofe him to eter- 
nal ruin ? This is fuch a pitch of foHy, fuch an 
extravagance of madnefs, as all, upon ferious 
thoughts, muii condemn i/vith fcorn, and re- 
probate With indignation. 

T2 The 
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The commtffion of this vice is become fb 
ftequent, and cuilom has rendered it fo fami* 
liar, many endevor to perfuade themielves, 
either that it isjtio fm^ or if it be, that it is of a 
very venial nature : but that they niay not, as 
my text fays, "be deceived thereby," by any 
fophiftry of aigument, or convenience of per* 
fuafion, let them weigh this perfuaiion in the 
balance of fcripture, and it will at once, *' be 
*' found light :'* for fays the word of God, as 
fure as a future ftate is to fucceed the preient, 
as fure as a Heaven is provided for the righte- 
ous, and the ibber, fo fure are drunkards to 
be of the number of tbofe who ihall not entc9 
into it. 

s 

i' Our BleiTed Saviour gives warning to all , 

Chriftians, to be prepared againft his fecond 
coming to judgment. ** Take heed to your- 
*' fclves, left at any time your hearts be over- 
«* charged with furfeitihg, and, drunkennefi, . 
'^ left that day come upon you imiw^res j for 
^' as a fnare it will come upon all that dwell 
*^ upon, the earth/' 

Eeligion, which prohibits intemperance, 
and reftrains excefs, does hot deny a freedom 
coniiftent with innocence, nor refulib a plea- 
furft allowable by decenqy. 
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As we have ieen the (in, let us now confider 
the folly of drunkenneis; that ^' wine, ex flrong 
'^ drink/* in the language of the text^ taken 
to excefs, often makes pe(^ie fools, or mad >^ 
** Wine is a mocker, ftroqg drink is raging, amd 
*^ whofocver is deceived thereby, is not wiic." 

A per£>n intoxicated is not always mailer 
of himielf; he cannot always do what, in a 
ibber temper, he is inwardly convinced is beft . 
£br him to do, but is fiil^e£b to the imreaibn- 
able commands, and arbitrary power of his 
paflion ; and at perfed variance even with his 
own mind, frequently committing^ what he^ as 
frequently, condemns. 

Were a perfon enjoined, under the fprerity 
of a heavy penalty, to be every day drunk as a 
mil puniihment for the trao^reifioii of the 
laws of his country, with what juftice would 
he complain of the unreafonablenefs of the 
law; and with what propriety might he raur« 
mur at the tyranny of the impoiition ! 

A man intoxicated with liquor can fcarcely 
articulate his chaos of ideas ; he is rude too in 
his manners, and diforderly in his conduA : 
ibmetimes indeed he has neither the power of 
bis tongue, nor the ufe of his limbs; but in 

T3 both 



hotk cafes the gr^a|^{{: kindnafa tfaath canTbe 
. c|oim ta bim k to paot him cace&dily i;)ut of tfaa 
vajt> till time and iteq^^briilg hm b^ his ^lifes^ 
agcdd* :Aad .iureljr^whejx'his imdfrflandk)^ 
returns, if he hathlBiiy/cijfexif flaamc, or f^l^ 
ing ofdiigrace, brtrinfl; be covered with tem* 
fuTtOf) Yfhmh^xeAtA^ bovi^ £bio^oafly he 4i£is 
Q^ciidcd iagaiDft deoeocy,and good lim^aaers. 
. And it^is .oot onlj wbilfi lut i$ iir^arii;ate of 
iotofidcation; that hiB facylticst arb diforderalx 
but fuck is tiie influence of ciiikmar> and th^ 
prdv^alcRce of habit, hf is often &>.he{atted ^s; 
to beconle a chii4 ia undcrftqindingr wheat 
through length of days, and:apcuracy of dbicr» 
vftion, he tnight have been esiafaied to ^5 give 
u fisbtiity to the ii tuple, and to the youn^ mati' 
^ knbwlege, and difcrctioii/' . ' 

Apct&n of diftin^ron and oonfeqaaen^a, 
who addi&s himfelf to tntempdrate dnnking, 
lofes th^ refped and 4eference, which, tvhcn* 
he is fober, he is ofteii anxious tQ h9V^ paid; 
c^^n in an undue proportion. 

Drinking is a vice, which, more than alt 
others, expofes people to ad;S of violence, and 
the difgrace of quarrels ; thofe eipecially whoie 
temj>ers are naturally violent, aad ur^de* no 

reftraint. 
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reilmint. And vfkffiv^t ^* ^ a piseviAi x]if- 
pofition^: 3ct4 little m^ifter of hiii^relfy ^^kmiJ^ 
carefully ftbft^in ff o(q ih^t degree pf ftrpuig 
liquors ^ thftt fort q£it^ y^h^^h prodi^stlw 
iwCe^ilw^jis '^<9t of trapfpprtmg .hi*n intc^ ^ 
roftdnefs tind freaay. HoWrip^ny pieffons faH 
outriii the rage of ddiiki^g, of which ^^tliiey 
knqw nipt tfee r-eafon, and c^ verj? f^^intJy WH 
colletft the fnattncf:? V ' .J 

Andfhis i3 fo common, Solombu obfeifv«i- 
of it proverbially^ that ** he, who fit$ icing: afe 
'* the mne" till Jiquor Vnflame him and hi* 
company, is like to have ^^ wounds with6ut 
^^Gaufct*'-^'^ Who haitb woe? who hatjafQi?r 
** row ? who hath cootentions ? Iw^ho. b»t;b 
" babling ? who hath wounds witlwiit p»«rf»i 
" who >ha$h rednc6 of eyes ? 'Theylb^t tartjii 
*' long," (ays he, '^ at the wine.'* 

Wh«n the fpirite of iom^ men are enfl;ame4 
by immoderate drinking, they blaze out into 4 
paflioa atche leail: af&^ont^ and often when tht 
affront 'i& but imaginary ; they &re ^ faf 
0ut of their own power as to a^, and talk 
iuch uBJnflifiable, and abfurd things, as^ in # 
fober, cool temper they cannot bear tptefle^ 
on, or to have, I do not fay, repeated, but cye»^ 
mtimated, to them; 

T4 Prunkennefs 
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[s is a vice' which cannot be fbp« 
ported but at a prpdigioud c^xpence^ tiogether 
with a wafte of time, and negkd of buiineisH 
How many leave theii^ families at home piach-^ 
ed with want, often ftarviiig with hunger, ia 
oVder to maintain this expen£ve vice I Drink* 
ingi when it has involved a mai\ beyond what 
his circumftances, bufinefs, or income will 
bear> hath been the ruin of many a comfortablo 
and plentiful fubfrftence. *^The drunkard 
** and the glutton Ihall come to poverty, and 
^^ drowfineis iball clothe a man with rags**'"^ 

Drunkennefs, let it be confidered, is a. vice 
whereby perfons generally fufR^ in their repu- 
tation, and in the efteem of the world. What 
name is more notorioufly infamous than that 
of a drunkard I Can you entruft a buiineis that 
requires vigilance of attention, apd compre- 
henfion of thought, to a man addided to drink, 
ing? No one of comRK)n underftanding is fb 
regardlefs of his own intereft: for- in men to 
habituated to intemperance, implicit <y>nfi* 
dence is not to be placed. Your bu£nefs is 
generally negleded, and they oiler you fome 
idle excuie, which aggravates their. o£fence, and 
enhances your mortificatioxu 

• ^ We 
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Wc have fccil the (in and folly, let as now 
proceed to tKe^danger, both -with regard to this 
JUfc, and the next. 

Dmnkennefs ibws the ieeds of difbrders la 
l^e conftitutioni and tends to make life often 
ihort, and fbmetimes painful. Fevers/drop-* , 
iics, a diilradted head, and a vitiated ftomach--* 
thefe, and many more, diforders proceed from 
4xceffive drinking. Some perfons, indeed, from 
ftrength of conilitution, and fe verity of excr cife, 
may not be fcnfibly affeded by it. But to the 
moftrobuft, excefsis, ultimately, poi (on r Upon 
foxtxt it may work more flo wly , than upon oth ers, 
}ixx% it feldom fails, in the edd, to '' bring down 
theif heads with forrow ** to the grave." 

An4 a9 to thofe who furvive the diftempers 
geneyatpd by drinking, we may obfcrvc fuch 
manifeil ^pcayis in their ftrength, and under- 
ibaii4ing| ^ud p^emory, that, they appear like 
walking amt^mie?! %q deter all thoughtful men, 
from fuch de^mj^iypi and pernicious courlcs. 

Again, when thp nature of m^n is changed 
into f^at of a beaft, be i§infenfibly prepared 
for the feceptiqn of " other fpirits more wicked 
" tb^n hiinfelf," and i? cxpofed to the danger 
" of gQifig 01^ from one wickp4neis tp another.'' 

When 
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When God takes away the power pC bk gmcc, 

aijd the guicbnce " of . bti SpiriC' thfc pMor: 
wretch is at the mercy of eirciy tenjptotion 
iiiggeffccd by fchc " :woiid, -tke. flu(h,'w»d the 
*' devil ;*' he rfysn gO!E»<>tt till Gq4 rtiU bar 
with him no longer, bijt^ Ogives bira wp to a 
*^ reprobate mind/* . :.. : 

Bcfidesi each fcene cf drunkeimeft pjreparesi 
a perfoii for, the commiiSon of every otbiT iini, 
to which-:the propehfity of his nature,, or tbff 
convenienee of temptation, may iridinc him. ; 

I^aftly, letusconfidertheaccixlentsto which 
a dmnkonmamis perpetually liable.~A per- 
&n, in a ftate of intoxication^ is often incapa^? 
ble of avoiding the moft ihocking misfortunes 
So ftrong a mtft is before his eyes, that he can* 
not difcern the danger of a pit, nor the hormr 
of a precipice, - j 

Need I inftancethoie who have beeii'4rag- 
ge,d by their horfes, and have gotie fenfelels 
out of this world, to anfwer for their profligtc)^ 
in another ? - 

' If by thefe, or fuch like accidents, men are 
brought to a fuddcn, and untimely end, in 
what a difmal condition do they pais out of 
this, into the next life, dying in th* YCiy a^ of 

abufing 
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aWiing God: s mercy, and tranfgrefliiig hia 
will h— *^ Charity, ivhich hppcth all things,** 
here fhrinks with faorrar from |^he ptafped of 
fotutity.' 

Having Ihewn the fin, the folly, and the 
dan-ger, of 'drinking to exceis, I will only de--^ 
tain yon, whilft I recapitulate? the arguments 
that hate been/urged/ * 
i - Pnuikenneis Is pertitcious to both body an<l 
ibul; with a drunkard we are forbidden to 
keep company*-^a drunkard is of the number 
of thofe finners who (hall not be adiiaitted into* 
thcikingdom of heaven. Our Saviour cautions 
us ' againft^ the commiiflion of this vice, left wisf 
ffiould be furfwri^ed l3y death unawares. The 
drunkard ceafes to be maftcr 6i hirofelf : hk 
behavior is fo unfeemly, he cannot tefic^ on- 
it without fhame, nor hear of it without con- 
ftrfion. Inftead of inftnwSing by his advice; 
w^^ engaging by bis example, his underftand^ 
ing is^ bewildered, and his condutSl deteftabiie; 
JuQt him reflect too, how he expofes himfelf to 
infults, or is involved in quanrcls ; ' how often^ 
at ftich times, he does what he has reafon deep- 
ly to regret all his life after. Let him confider 
the injury he is (rommitting againft bis fajnily ; 
; how 
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how much better his circumiianccs would bc,\f 
he would fave with care, what hcthus fquanders 
with profufion^ And it is of fome weight too, 
that he ruins his charafler and reputation ; he 
is no longer confide red as a perfon in whom 
you can place Confidence,, and, of courfij, ;(lib- 
j£cb himfelf to reproaches, and to lofs of bufi- 
.nefs. With hurting his reputation, and in- 
king bis fortune, he deftroys his health,. Such 
i^ his habit of body, jthatthe pricking of a 
thorn, ior the ftinging of a gnat, iball be at- 
tended with as. long a confinement, and fcvere 
a p^in, ^3>:ini a founder. conftitution, wouM be 
th^ viplenc^ of a ftver, or the fraftureofa 
limb. .L^thim confider, that, when he; i$ in- 
toxic9t0d» he knows pot what mifchiefs and 
gnd follic? b? may b^ drawn into, 

Laikly/l^t him remember how liable he is. 
to diangers arid mis/ortunes-j-how many mca 
in»a ftatc of drurtkennefs, arid infenfibility, have 
been funinioped before the tribunal of their 
Judge; and let him aik bimftlf* if he would 
choofe to add tb the number ? Let him weigh 
all theib things ferioufly ; and if he has any. 
regard for hi$ fubftance, his health, his cha^ 
rader, his falvation^ he will prcfcrvc himiclf 

from 
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from all imhiodcrate ufe arid cxceis of wine, 
which, the wifeft of men fays, *' is a mocker, 
** and from ftrong drink, which is raging," be- 
caufe, he had obferved by experience this to 
be true, that *^ whofbever is deceived thereby 
*' is not wife." Which good adyice may God 
Almighty give us all grace to obferve through 
Jefus Chriil our Lord. Amen. 
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MATTHEW V. 34. 




Ifay unto you,Jwear not at at all. 

t 

*H£N human laws 9sc violated, it is 
generally under the veil of fecrccy, 
and in the hour of concealment ; it is geiKrally 
either ^itk the profpeft of gain, or the expec- 
tation of pteaiure. But the commands, which 
Almighty God delivers, are openly, anddaringly 
infulted ; and though the tmnfgreffion of them 
promiies neither profity nor delight ; though 
it be attended with the difpleafure of God at 
prefcnt, and his eternal difpleafure hereafter ; 
men perfift, through the wantonnefs c^ fport, 
^nd the violence of outrage, to diibbey, offend, 
provoke the Being, who *' gave them life, and 
'•^ breath, and all things." And of the fevcral 
^dmmands, whether " written with, the finger 
^ 6fGod,^ or enjoined " by his own and only 

*' begotten 
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'* begotten Sott/' there is not one, I believe, i6 
the violation of* which men are fo much ad-^ 
dided, whatever be the caufe, as that of pto- 
fane fwearing, the vice prohibited by our Sa* 
viour in my text, " 1 iay unto you, fwcar nut 
*• at all." 

To difluade you from a praAicc> which be* 
trays liich a want of reverence towards God^ 
and of decency towards men, let me beg your 
'attention, whilft I fhew, in the firft place» 
the extreme danger incurred by profane fwcaf* 



ITig. 



After which, I Ihall examine the reafons 
people urge in their juftification. And lailly^ 
I Ihall earneftly exhort you to defift from a cui^ 
torn, which expofes you to the judgnfient of 
an Almighty, and incenfed God. 

Now, as we are exprefily forbid to iweaf 
precipitatsdy, and raihly, by thetacred name of 
God, to accuftom ourielves to fwearing is an 
open, and public declaration^ that we calt in 
queftion the wifdom, and bid defiance to the 
power, of an All-knowing and Omnipotent 
God : it is telling the fupremc Lord of heftfea 
tind earth, that the laws he has enaded^ and 
the commands he has delivered^ are triflmg in 

tbeit 
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their nature, and ridiculous in their tendency ; 
and that we do not think it worth while to 
pay any outvvard regard to him whofe protec* 
tion we renounce, and whofe vengeance we 
d^fy* But. can there be fuch an inftance of 
folly, fuch an extreme of madnefs, as t6 lJ)orfc 
with the holy and tremendous name of the 
Lord God, the great Creator, the mighty So- 
vereign, the dreadful Judge of all the world? 
is it nothing to invoke the adorable name, to 
. engage the venerable teftimony, to defy the 
terrible vengeance of the -divine Majefty of 
heaven and earth ? 

" O God, my flefli trembleth for fear of 
^' Thee ; and I am afraid of thy judgments !" 

Thfe danger we incur by profane fwearing 
will further appear, by confidering for- what 
end the faculty of fpeech was beftow^d upon 

It is no Icfs by our fpeech, than our Ihape, 
, thaft we are diftinguiftied from the brute crea- 
tion. The tongue is faid to be " the bell 
^' member that we have." And can it be 
fuppoied that the Almighty endowed us with 
it to profane his name, and infult his authority? 
Qan it be fuppofed that it was tjie defign of 

U oujr 



2p8 Agatnfl profane Swearing. 

pur All- wife Creator to give us the power of 
jpeecfa, that we, might the more effc.dually dif- 
tinguilh ourfeives from all the works of his 
hands, by theinfolence of provocation, thedcfi- 
£ance ofjuftice, and the renunciation of mercy ? 
Can any Inah^ reconcile the inconfiftency of 
blafphemirig the name of Go(J, and fupplicat- 
ing his forgivenefs, with the fame mouth ?. At 
one moment imprecating vengeance, and call7 
ing for damnation ; at another filing for jpar^ 
don, and pleading for acceptance ? 

" Thou haft given me a tongue, O Lord, 
** and I will praife thee therewith !'* 

The aggravation of profane fwearing will be 
heightened by confidering further, that whjlft 
it diflionoris God, it brings deftrudlion on our- 
feives. 

Now, if *' at the day of Judgment, 'sye fliall 
'* give an account of every idle word," uttered 
in the levity of mirth, and the tranfpqrts of 
diflfipation, and if even thefe will in^cur the 
cenfure, perhaps meet the puniftiment, of the 
Judge, what will be the judgment denounced 
againft deliberate oaths and imprecations, 
againft wilful curfes and bla/phi^ies? God, 
Jiir^ilelf lia§ fworn that the fm Ihall not go unpu- 

^ niftied; 
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riifhed: he hath engaged hisjuftice ** not to 
'^ hold fuch an one guiltlefs." Aflure thyfelf, 
O fwearer, that God will one day vindicatp 
his name from the abu{c, and his authority 
from the contempt, which thou fb induftrioully 
heaped upon them. Remember, that thou 
importUncft God to hear, and braveft hini to 
judge, of thy wickednels. And refleft too,, 
whilft the time is allowed thee, whether M^ 
delight thou haft in uttering oaths and curfes 
now, will be a fufficierit compenfation, for the 
lentence of being doomed '* to dwell forever, 
" with the devil and his angels ?" How wilt 
thou be able to hear this tremendous. denuncia- 
tion, from infulted Majefty, *' thy delight was 
"*' in curfmg,and it (hall happen unto thee; 
*' thou lovedft not bleffing, therefore Ihall it be 
*' far from thee?" 

There is one argument againft profane 
fwearing, which, though cptoparafively of 
Httle weight, may not, perhaps, be urged al- 
t6gether in vain — it is an offence againft good 
jnannefi. Now, if any favor hath been con- 
ferred on me, which conduces greatly to my 
happinefs, by a charader I highly regard and 
yevere, and if I am fubjedl to the mortifica- 

U 2 . tion 
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tion of hearing him ridiculed ^nd abyfed ; c^ 
I be fuppofed to cfteem thofe pcrfons by whom 
I am fo much mortified ? Can I hear yrith p$* 
tience, or refledl without indignation, on the 
abufe which has been fo wantonly heaped oi> 
my bencfador, and my friend? And can I hear 
the facred name of God profaned — can I h?ar 
the Deity infulted, by whom I was created 
out of duft, by whom I am redfsemed from 
eternal dea'th, and with whom I hope to dwell 
for ever, and ever — can I hear fuch a 3^ing 
provoked and defied, without being troubled 
with fear, and filled with horror? Docs. the 
fwearer fuppofe that a ierious, and religious 
man can hear his multiplicity of oaths, with* 
out feeling concerned for the honor of his God? 
But does he not himfelf obfcrve, how vifiblya 
whole company is Ihocked with his impreca- 
tions ? how cautious every one is, of even leading 
him to fpeak, left their ears fljould be ftunned 
by his blafphemies? And can he help refkfting 
on the cenfures,. which every one pafles upon 
his conduit, after his departure ? Whatever be 
his rank or fituation, every perfon whom he 
leaves behind, delivers his fentimcnts withfrecr 
dom expreffive of contempt ; each perfbn la- 
ments 
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ments that the innocent and improving fbciety 
ihould have been interrupted by obfervationi 

 ib unmeaning, irreverent, and impious; ana 
exclaims, in the language of David, with 
indignant abhprrerice, ** I will not hencefortH 
*^ know thia wicked perfon ;'* each declaring 
Jhis hearty de fire that he could, with decency, 
avoid his hateful fociety. 

I now proceed to examine the reafons peopip 
urge in their juftifieation. 

Men allege, that they have contracted the 
habit of fwearing they know not how, and 
that it is become fb familiar, they fwear with- - 

, out fcarce knov^^ing that they are violating a 
commandment :\ which is faying, in other 
vyords, that they have lived without a fenfe of 

* God on their minds, and have treated Him, by 1 k 

degrees, with fuch infolent familiarity, they 
are hardly cbnfcious whether they invoke his 
facred name, or not. That many men fwear^ 
without confidering, what, they are faying, 
and Whom'they are provoking, is eafy to bp 
believed ; becaufe, be the fubje6l of their con- 
vcrfation ever fo trifling, we hear them conti- 
nually fwearing by the name of God, and try^. 
ing, as it were, whether they cannot utter 

U 3 withia 
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within a certain time, fucb and fuch a number 
. of oaths as neccffary, in their opinion, to ten- 
der their converfatron intelligible, or intereft- 
ing, or agreeable. Is this the return you make 
unto God, for his wonderful love in redeeming' 
your fouls by expiating your guilt with his 
own Blood ? Confider, how by fwearing with-- 
out thought, you are adding fin, to fm — con- 
fider what deep repentance fuch an accumula- 
. tionof giiilt will demand — and, confider further, 
that if it be not repented of, you are irretrievably 
Iofl,both body and foul, for ever. The refledion 
of having difobeyed, it may be, almoft all your 
life long, a pofitive command of God without 
confideration, will not alleviate : no— it will 
increafe the torments of hell. Many men, 
notwithflanding, look upon the fin of fwear- 
ing as not deferving punifliment, becaufe they 
are, in other refpefts, jufl and upright. Strange ! 
that a man can perfuade himfelf it is his duty - 
to fulfil every engagement, into which he may 
enter, " with a man that fhall die, and the fon 
'* of man that Ihall be made as grais," and 
fhould think himfelf authorized to ** forget" * 
the obligations he is under, of paying reverence 
to *' the Lord his^ maker !'* 

Another 
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Another cxcufe fome men pleads is, that 
they arc urged to fwear by paffion and diiap- 
pointmcnt. And, indeed, we fomctimes hear 
people, when in a paffion, fwear fuch tremen- 
dous oaths, we are afraid that God Almighty 
will vindicate his injured honor, by infli<fting 
inftant punifhment upon them. Now people 
of this defcription are, ufually, I think, thole 
who have been fortunate in life, whofe under- 
takings have fucceeded, and who are not fub- 
jeft to mortifications. And, therefore, becaufe 
Almighty God has proipered, I will not lay, 
blcfled them, if he with-hold for a moment 
his indulgent providence, unable to brook dif- 
appointment, they wreak their, vengeance, by 
infulting the Author of all their good, by 
outragcoufly daring him, inftead of comforts, 
to pour upon them ^his curies. When they 
are provoked, they can find no way of ex- 
preffing their refentment, but by defiring God 
to render them, not pbjedls of his mercy, but 
of his indignation — " to deftroy them, both 
" body and Ibul, in hell." If God were ex- 
treme to mark what we do amifs — if he wer? 
fo enraged by our offences as to punilh them 

U4 by 
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by immediate tokens of his difplcafurc, wbibh 
c£ us could abide ! The fwearer would then 
find the puniihment he implored, not^ as it is 
now, delayed, but inflifted ; and whilft the 
oath was in his mouth, the vengeance of God 
would fall upon his head. • • _ 

s 

The Legiflature, in its wifdom, to ftop the 
progrefs, has infiidted a punifhment on this 
deteftable iin : and happy would it be for fb- 
ciety, if the charaClcr of an informer, in this 
refpeft at leaft, had ceafed to be pdious — 
happy would it be for the fwearcf himfclf, if 
an information were laid,. and the penalty ex- 
acted, for every oath. Why the law is not 
enforced, two reafons, which, I fear, are in- 
controvertible, may be affigned ; *men are in- 
different about the honor of God ; and the 
magiftrates themfelves, the guardians of the 
laws, are fometimes guilty of a violation of 
thofe laws they are comraiffioned to proteft. 

There is one cirCumflance, which, without 
impropriety, may be meationed here, the fre- 
quent, the habitual cuftom many people have 
of " taking God's name in vain." Whatever 
be their converfation, the name of' God, of 

the 
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the Almighty, is perpetually ufliered in. If 
they be relating any thiftg furprifihjg, you ar© 
hardly able to coUeA their meanings by their 
frequent and profane exclamations : if yoii are 
telling them of any extraordinary circuoi-* 
ftance, you are every moment interrupted by 
the fame fenielefs, and impious cuftom. Nay, 
" to take the name of God in vain ' is becorpe 
lb univerfally fafhionable, that it even makes 
a part of the convcriation of women-; and the 
/acred name of God, I blufli to fpeak it> is intra* 
duced, even by them, to give a fpirit, and an or- 
nament to their difcourfe, forgetting the advice 
of the Pfalmift, " to fct a watch before their 
** mouth, and to keep the door of their lips/' 
^ Accuftom not thyfelf,'* fays the wife ion of 
Sirach, " to much fwearing ; neither ufe thy- 
" felf /{? the naming of the Holy One^ A man that 
*' ufeth much fwearing flhall be filled with ini- 
^^ quity, and the plague Ihall never depart from 
'' his houfe/' 

I will detain you a little longer, whilft I 
carncftly exhort you to obferve the dire£liort 
of our Saviour, ** I fay unto you, fwear not 
'' at all/' 

lam 
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I am to addrefs you then, my brethren, on 
one of the mofi: interefting fubjefts, which can 
engage the attention of an alfembly of Chrif* 
^ans. As we are all to fland one day before 
God*s dread tribunal, and to give an account 
for every profane, and idle word we have fpokc^ 
I am to perfuade you, in the language of the 
Pfalmift> " to put a bridle in your mouth, that 
** you may not'* ralhly, or inconfiderately, 
** offend with your tongue/* And if I am fa 
happy as to prevail with him who fwore, tp 
fwe^r ho more^ inftead of living under the dif- 
pleafure of God, he will abound, it may be 
hoped, ** in the fruits of the Spirit, gentlenefs, 
*' gobdhcfs, meeknefs, faith, temperance." To 
the young, and inexperienced, fwearing may 
appear a genteel accomplifhment ; but what 
is the appearance of being genteel ; what 
would be the a£lual poiTefiion of the whole 
worlds if it be incompatible with a ftate of 
falvation ? If your life be prolonged to an ad- 
vanced age, andyour oaths and curfes be mul- 
tiplied in proportion ; when your end draws 
nigh, and your Ibul is on the eve of its depar- 
ture " to give account of all the deeds done in 

'* the 
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*^ the bqdy/* inilead of feeling the aflurapce of 
Redemption, and the confblations of Grace ; 
inftead of beholding, by f^th, the holy Aiigels 
ready to convey your departing ipirit into the 
hands of your Redeemer, you will be dif- 
traded with reriiorfc, and agonized with de- 
fpair ; your confcience will prefent .a legion 
of devil3, waiting, with impatient fblicitude^ 
the diflblution of the foul and body, to punifh, 
with implacable, and eternal feverity, your in* 
excufable dlfbbedience. 

Let thofe who are learning, and tbofe who 
have been already taught in, this fchool of 
profligacy, confidcr well the confcquences of 
the progrefs they make in the vice of fwearing% 
If, in the young man, this deteftable habit ap* 
pears indecent knd profane ; in him whofe 
forehead is^ furrowed by the wrinkles of age, 
it is Ihocking and impious. Would to God, 
therefore, I could prevail with him to confidcr 
that the Grave is fbon — he knows not how 
foon-— to receive him ! Would to God I coiUd J 

prevail with him to confidcr, how bitter will 
be his reflcftions, how melancholy his .prol^ 
peds, when he is {landing on the precipice 

of 
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of eternity, and the prtop of time is falling faf^ 
from hi^ fupport! Would to God 1 could 
prevail with him to coniider, what it is to di6^ 
in diipair of God*s mercy ! For the word 
of God warrants the affcrtion, hard as . if 
may leem, that the man, who " accuftoms 
" himfelf to'much fwearing/' hath no ground 
of hope for Salvation. And can I perceive 
one, or rather I might fay, fo many of you, 
my brethren, to be in that dreadful ftate, with- 
out warning ydu of your danger ? Can I ob- 
ferve you living at eafe in tlie coramiflion of 
{o abominable ^ fin, without befecching you, 
in the name of God, and for the fake of ouf 
Lord Jefus Chrift, to ceafe from it ? Some, I 
fear, may, upon a review of their conduft, per. 
ceive their profane oaths to be " as thq ftars 
** in the firmament;'' their impious curies^ 
" as the farid upon the fea fliore." But from 
this day, myChriflian brethren, no longer add 
to the catalogue of your offences againfl. the 
Moil High. Do not, for God's fake, do not 
prefcrve your unhappy confiftency to tHe lafl. 
Though you may hare lived without Religion, 
and fwearing is almoft inconfiftcnt with the 

profeffion 
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profeffion of Religion, , let mc, for God's fake» 
for the fake of your fouls, let mc prevail with 
you not to die without repentance. In your 
return from this houfe of God, *' fee, if you 
" can tell, how oft you have offended ;'* bc- 
feech God *^ to blot out your tranfgreffions,'* 
and to give you grace *' to fwcar no more/' • 
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SERMON XXI. 



JOB XTX. 21. 



Have pity upon me^ have pity upon tne^ O, ye 
my friends^ for the hand of God hath touclied 



me. 



SUCH are many of the affliAions of life, 
that they can be no way alleviated without 
' the fy mpathy of friendfliip, and the tenderaefe . 
of compaffion. 

For though a confcioufnefs of integrity Is 
the only fource of comfort, though a fenfe of 
uniform redtitudc is alone able to fupport the 
violence of external affaults ; yet fometimes fo 
formidable is their onfet, fo heavy is their 
preflure, the gentle hand of compaffion is re- 
quired to eafe the fmartof anguifti, and deaden 
the pain of affliftion. 

Of the truth of this pofition, tht I^atriarch 
pf Uz is an eminerit example. 

^^ There i§ pope like hirp^" f^ith the Al* 

ipight^. 
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mighty, '* upon the earth, a perfc<ft, and an 
'* upright man, one that feareth God, and 
" cfcheweth evil." Notwithftanding this tcf- 
tiniony of his integrity, he exclaims, in the pa- 
thetic language of the. text — *^ Have pity upon 
** me, have pity upon me, O, ye my friends, 
*' for the hand of God hath touched mo.** 
. The firft account which is given of this fon 
of affli<5tiQn, after prcmifing his uprightneis and 
piety, is the accumulation of Tiis riches, and 
the fplendor of his houfehol3, in confequence 
of which, he was confidercd " the grcateft of 
** all the men in the Eaft." Blcfled witt^k 
large and goodly family, the ties of kindred, 
cemented by the bands of goncord, amity, and 
love, he was in poffeffion of every good this 
world could beftow. But, to prove him iii 
the furnace of afSiftion ; to know of a truth, 
whether he ferved God from a'principle of 
piety, or as the fecurity of his fortune, mcflen* 
ger fiicceeded meflenger,- one acquainting hinii,' 
that '^ his oxen atnd his afles were flain'by liis 
" enemies the Sabeans ;" another, " tKat the 
'' fire of Gt)d had fallen from heaven, and burnt 
5^ up the Iheep, and the fervants, and confun^ed 
^* them ;'* a third,** that the men of the land 

of 
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of Chaldeahad fallen on hiscamels, and caf- 
ri^ them away, and ilain his fervants with 
'** tlic edge of the fword :' whilft he was( re- 
lating thefe laft tidings, another arrived to in- 
forfn him, ''that, as his fons and daughters 
** livcre eating, and- drinking wine in their 
'* eldeft brother's houfe, a great wind came 
** from the wildemefi, and fmote the four cor- 
** ners of the boufe, and it fell on the young 
*' men, and they were dead.'* His veffel of 
fortow was already full, but this laft drop 
made the waters of affliftion overflow. He 
leems marked, by a peculiar defignation, to 
bear the weight of God's vengeance. In the 
morning, he is flickered, and protefted, from 
the violence of ftorms, and the horror of fhip- 
wreck ; in the evening, he is ftruggling with 
the Waves of di/appointment, and plunged in 
the abyfs of forfaken hope. And how docs he 
receive this fevere chaftening of the Almighty ? 
He do<» not break out in harlhnefs of invec^ 
tive, norbittemefs of complaint; but, with the 
piety of. reiignation, accompanied with the 
feelings of fenfibility, " naked," fays he, ** came 
*' I out of my mother's womb, and naked (hall 
*' I return ; the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 

X •* taken 
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i*f taken '^Wayv bluffed, be dxcMiatoc: off flwi 
:V Lord !" ." . .* l rr .,. * 

:. I There a#c ntrtwanting, itmtiftiBc conFeffed, 
.instances of meii> who have eipiferibncedxilieii 
a reverfc of forttme, and who^ inftcad of dxoop- 
]]]g under the burden^ have : riicii iiiproiw to 
^alllheir Calamities— men^ vrha.have! been {fop- 
ported ^by.the force of fpir'its> thfi advantage 
<£ health, /and the ailiilance and confoiatidn 
'^f friendsV alLof which^ as fingidair as tinde- 
/jfefved^ the upr i^t Piitriarch wasAdtpnvfed : 
his own perfon was afflifled with a grievcAis 
di&empetf: add his friends/ mi&rablo cOnx- 
finrters ! together with the wife of his.bQKfem 
:**f*tod furcly fhe was abound by the tic of in- 
teflcA, tW'impiiilib.of ai&dion, the obligation 
: of diityr to.havbfbftettedy^with a lenient hand^ 
aU his forrqrws*-^werc leagiacdVall,iin an nni^ia- 
tjiti^l dlhanoe^. to< infult, him. with his misfbr- 
tuncsr.^nd.^eproaoh, him for his infmctJrity. 
^c^^Patriarch here exhibits aniamiablpftattiscrn 
f^ :wifdom> refigjidtion^ ' and |>iety?: when? his 
fiomplainta are difre^ded, and his iupphca-- 
tions delpifed, he, in the confciimihefa toll his 
ix^k^peence, caiies his thou^ts fmiti eafth^to 
.'Il^li^n; fton huoiaacomfortasi^to th« &iftipfce 

Mii>'' U A . x^ of 



* liveth, and though after my Ikin, 1««oJ:rtrs 

> deftroythfe bbdy, yet in frtydflefli fhalllfce 

:^G6d. I fliail comd every lahis feat : hc%ill 

•f pot ftrciagth in me, for dblh he* li6t fee my 

^ w^ys>aridtoiantailmyftejMK* Alitici^ting, 

m ^hrumbk ' expeiftation, ^^ ' thi$ ' itttcompciiice ot 

^«* >ifiward> tilM die/' fays he, ** I will tt(Dt re- 

f^ jmov«e my'iiitegirity JSrorii me; iiiy ri^teoml^ 

*^nefa I JaoWfeft, artd Will not let it^go, mj^' 

f^ heart (hall Hot ' rejitoach mid &r loagasl 

/<<. live/' .t. ^^ ' ,,..-,. ' \ . 

M God Almdghty h&ting> in hiS' infinite wii^ 
do!Eai afiigned-to his croatures ao endlefs^va- 
mety ts)f iitnatiofls> one <**o abound/* wbilft 
-another ^* is perifhing with h^gfer.}'* onc^to 
:elafoy his health and .ftrehgth^ in thtc fulne^ 
joffpirits, and t the energy: of vigor/ whilft an- 
other is radcisd^ with pdin, of difabl«d by infif- 
linityrit tnaynotbe an iifetefi employment 61^ 
:oM?r time, to ihew the pmviiion the great Fa* 
^ Jlrher of our exifiecuse has made for dbt^ of his 
d^ii^en, Wh6are pining in>want> or langniih^ 

o (iihe iirft consideration is, t\M;, aS^^UmAn- 
iottd hd ve- dediv^ tfaeip being ft0i& the famii 

X 2 fountain 
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fiwrn^ifi of 1M<|^ dud j^^l,iipon(J»e.%m.|9Pf, 
T^itljout aj;^ particul^ regard^ or pcf^^al chw^ . 
to hk4fprox ; it fpUows th^ ,ti^ ,fich,. out of, 
th^ittabundance* are tp ^Jippl/ tlu; rran^ ^pdr 
tijQ(^iii^ies of the pqof . , ct ' 

^ . And ithe rcafon, oii vfhlch tshis, h»^maiuty> ;ti?f, 

Iw cjftiQifcdby one.dofcxiplipjQofflrjeil tp^iw^. 
Ujtotber, i§ fo^nded» is incont3roy(Frttl?Iq« .** ,F9S« 
*f jwrho pj^kcth fhoe ,^o diffqi" fxqm dfiqtkpi.X]', 
j^c you jbldfed jyith, hereditary wealthy pfort 

Tinted: 4q yow h^ni^ without Q9fc^ w,4it i^i, 

fquandered, often, without Judgipent? Swr^Jw. 
tbiaa it.mwft^.<«un.t9 you* that ypuja^^e. highly 
^ fawtcd M }i^a.ym^\ ,«ind that . fovoft. ackijftw^^ 
Jcg«»ent(is due. to hipvftom whpijj you ha«;<t- 

tcccvKtd Xtlt '. . :♦ ^* ,.. . ....-♦. .^^ 

V . * . .  l^ .''■Jit 

. A^d >\rhat apl^wyyl^wcttt Jfo iu^ ai^d, jjf{-,^ 

turaU. a? *f .^pdini-Hp, the brokep JnAeajcti, 
"4 «ud^Y.ing.^c4^cjn^. tQ hfal. thpir^c]^f\^fpX" 
. Agai*>« Haye you t^cii fuopcfsft^ in ]f\i(im^ 

ap,^ .fprjiunate; in yoi^t iutej;c9urfe witb^^ 
worl^^^ JtlnYe youF jwpjeiSfe Jfuc^ceded . b^j«Q«4., 
your expc&ations, aud have richo? fplle^.bjr. 
cvciy, tide, and . Jbc^n wafted ,by. every ^^ ? 
TMs « W'^sr the ^^icc3» and.-hy the p«wfijf- 
^aB> pC Hcavw ; , f * Not yqw :l»^d» upr ysw' 

-.., / "might 
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'^'lifi^lAiTavc gotten yon tbi*'wcaklr;'^Or;-1f ' 
i^ffi^d oP'irlife fuperiliity' bf abundatrccy you* 
are Utifc a little more profperoas than ferxrc^of ^ 
ynfii* neighb«S-^-^to whom arc you indfebtcd ? - 
If then the fun of profperity fhinc on ybu; 
ahH witHhold liis foftenng beaftis from others, 
i&it ridt' aii intimation from *' the Girer oF 
•^^rcry good gift/' dxprcffcd in characters tocy 
legible to lie overl6okcd, and too important to 
be difrcgarded/ to wipe away the tear'froni 
tdhe chedlcof Ibrrow, and comfort tfic Heart 
that throbs With affliaion? \ ^^ • ' 

'But let it hot be imagined; that the cxerdife 
ol" dompaffibn is to be confitrtid entirely to'the^ 
rich and profperous* No/ Cohipaf&oh '^dr 
not ^together confift in the diftributibh of 
charity. To inltnidrttie ignorant^ to repitbvc 
. the pi^dfkne^ to cheer the deiponding; is the? 
common duty of all mankind; of both' iich 
and poor. To iatisfy the aotibts,'to remove 
the'i£rupled, X6 appis^fe the dliqaiettid^'bf ode 
ni^|hbor/i6 incumbent an ^U, the loWc^'lBtfi 
of •humanity; - " • ' . • -^^-: 

"^ But the gr6at Author of oir being-Hi *iiRr 
afeher p'i'otiiibri'for th<ife, to wht>»" te hS 
aejaW'tfie'^btt^ things of this fife, i^ the BSi^ 
^^'-'''" X3 nevolent 
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tiievoienf prmcl{)lcs he has implanted ' vi^ithit^ 
us: ; At the fight of a diftrcffeaoBjcftnve.ftt^, 
dricl We caAnot but fed!, fttong enfiotioits' of 
compaffion. This generous prmdple arifes 

with an impatient, and impcirceptible huriy 

»♦' ..'•••• 

in burbreafts. " Our Vvifhes to relieve, ate tzgcv 
to be gratified ; and if we are rcftrained by the 
waiit of power, we would putchaie it at the 
cxpencc of a participation of the wretch's fuf- 
ferlxigs^^' 

; This hurhane principle receives not only the 
^an^tion, bur the encouragement, of ReVelatioii/ 
,' and is there placed before us in every ii^ht'ttiat 
'may engage our regard, of intereft our affeC- 
tibns. Compaffioh is, iii the Evangelical Cove- 
nant, recom'mfendcd by Example, and enjoih- 
cd by Authority'; and ^ it is required of us as 
an indifperifahle articte of our duty, as a dillin* 
guilhirig mark of our adoption. 

To afts of mercy we have an urgent induce- 
ment fet before us, in a living and familiar 
pattern. The holy Jefus, f^ the Authpr an^^l^i- 
f' niftier of our faith,'* was conftantly employed 
in removing the ills, and relieving tlie infifr 
aiities of thbfe, who labored under tfiem!' '\ 
^hws ^rc we excited by the fuggeitions of 
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ournaturc— required b)i the precepts Sii\9t^t 
ReligiQii-rcncouraged. by the .exaq[>plc f>f quit' 

JRedeemer-r-to alleviate the diftrei!&$ of others, 

* ' - - '■ 

and adminifter comfort to tbofe, who^ caringt 
adminifter It to the en fclves. , . > 

With the hard-hearted and inhwrna^. thefe 
arguments, and arguments like theie, althovigl^ 
founded in reafon, and fupported. by-Rcycla-^ 
tion, will have little weight. 

Yet to thefc lbn& of inhumanity, let us fug-- 
.geft;' that, fo uncertain is every po^ilibn on 
this fid^ the grave, the moft affluent, hov^cyct 
fenced hc; may be with all, human fecuritiesj, 
knows notjiow foon he mc^ ftand in need of 
the affiftance, and fyendl!hip of others: or, -if 
he is not reduced^ todiftrels^ .Qod often denies' 

* . .4." *,',^' 

,J}im the power of enJQyipg, cither by want 
of ^health, or, through a dread»pf porvcrty, the 
riches, which, with lAich avaricious paruniony^ 
he hath fcraped together. . / .- 1 • 

. Than fuch a SpeAacle — a man fiirrounded' 
with abundance, and withheld, by an Al* 
mighty Power, from an application of it,, to the 
conveniences and comforts his fituation re* 
quires — -tHere can be nothing more melancholy. 
f * Man> fay3. the Scripture, " is bonn to 

i4 . ^'trouble;''; 
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*' troftl^lftjrfit .a?cowp^i^ <ys*y jft«|9> ^»ft^ - 

dry up iufowcCf win l>i«ak ifaif>pwpo«<5l«yfil*e t 
its fmy. ^ He will ipiitate tUe^ C^DUdu^^ c^i fch^ : . 

the iQ^pf beplftW.pr. th^ fm^Hs,of:|i»rtHfteicb«r .. 
may gofles ope x.<>aMbrt ,grje(iit<sr : ^nd t>^$^ ' 
th^a #U -this w;0$|4 P«n. J^e^QWj, tke; ?eii«<ftipn[, -: 
the fl^e^ng refl^jofi,; <^ h^fvi^ ttiwforrtaljfi': 
and «»fFei(^u8lty, pr<5^o|e4 >l\0, W^f$RP^afi^!l#-,',.- 

«* ear. Jl*eafs <ncJ*.«?iy |K:.%ft)' «.^^n;H:: Wfi^ai . 
<* m€,;,,andi,t»fl|^: i^h^ pypi jfte$ ©jf^; i$.giv4».7.- 

<* thjM:€iy, the fetbf riffs. «jd ^i© th§t, h^-ttk : > 

»* i|o^ to bei^^lnm^rA'T^^iUiHSHig <rfibiia n 

** I catufe the wido\y,'« Jhear/t t^ flag' for joy*,!.*^ 
<* I (imi eyes tp the blu:|4» ^4 ieet^pi Ito tbiQ. ,j 
<*lame,", ■;„ . . :,-:;i 

To excite ia every breaft tbe stmi^ble vurttii;) . > 
of cpinpajpOLozi, let us tal^e a viejw of the 4^elIf:^.T 
ings pf afflifti<Mi, not. what loptagim^kM^j^^y^^/ > 

^re^tCi Qi; 4ancy fpi§n< b^ . :v»fh^ , i§: :tp^3 ff^ • ' 

quei^tl^ 
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ao*fliti«»rving faraUy, de^#fvetl df all ihts-comi - 

and!-Uatxpeaied'ftrdfee, without ' the-f ow^r ^f ' 

iTi«teng5»iy'|>«>rifioBifofitfteiiifcIye3'; ohitbier 
throu]^ weaknefli to - eSm fiKJir brea^^ and 

a(haim^^h!rbugh the f ecoIk^oniirBlrtter dd)r s; 
to**g k.^ Int^ {^(Ai a dWcBing4fet ns eiitcr*' 
and^mifa3ioes/<lod knows, t)ffu^ uacertainijr . 
of alMiQman goodi n*et va^ ytry crffeu nfeet 
us/tti kwir^p^ifiagfef^bfai:^^ life ;We^ the 
Inoth^f <erf a'numerous o&3pnhgi wwwhclmcd 
wkh all4he'diilra<%6iis^f fi^#rbw, lameniirig; 
with^^ualafffedtioA, tht iofeof atf indulgent htifi 
andy afld'tlie fate^ 4je^)te6-0rpfeans'. -Evci-y * 
expedient *rhich i^G©cttW^td^*ftcr  bcif^deifed' 
mittd>^ to* jrfovidi'^ltetaft with tkc^aomfkits-t^'^L 
decent 4Jompfctt?rKJyi aijd pffeiHrVe l3tem ^^ifefi^' * 
the ftlafcs of- iay^ndiftg Taiti;''flie^^del^'W * 
Ukefy, and jisr fodnP teje^S'^ds^ ^Aipra€ti£aBfe^ 
Hear the difconfolate widow, crying over her ^ 
children, with the fefelinglof matei*narfc»itiai 
peis-j M aftiJ6ft,'mychild*ert, y6ur pttttfe^a^f, ^^ 
^ wtOftut tlftJ^t^ceris tfF-prote^iom Thecottiv 
^ fatt^ c^Vk wet^oy<!l^ iRi «>mmdn togfctfchcf 

< . - ^ are 
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arc fled with your afFcftioriatc. parent, who 
procured. thciTi^- Anxious to provide ^agajofl 
the viciffitiidca of fortune, and the crafualties 
of accident, he funk under the load of enls 
which his folicitude fuggefttedl . The bitter-? 
rxcik of death was encreafed w4th the appre- 
henfions. of what we fhould fuffer, when wc 
were left .behind him. The ftroke is xip?( 
given, and wc feel, what, at a diftance, I be- 
held with gloomy horror. Had it pleafcd 
God to have fpared him, whilft you were able 
to fupport yburfelves, whilft he bad imprdSed 
on your minds a ftrong fenie.of integrity and 
Keligion, fortified by &ch principles, we 
would^have ftruggled hard, for an honeft live^ 
lihood^ for a virtuous fupport. But though 
the fcene be to lamentably changed, thouglv 
every prolped of comfort be vanifhed, wc will 
not, under the Providence of the Almighty 
abandon ourfelves to defpair. Thy ways, O 
God, are unfearchable ; and if it feem good 
to thee to deprive us of the medns of fub- 
fiftence here — for all thy difpenfttions, how- 
ever unpalatable, are tender mercies-— grant us, 
gracious God, foon to meet, where tears and 
forrovy, *nd anguifli fhall |^e known rq mpre/ 

Let 
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* *I;jet tfic moft hard-hearted be witnefs fo 
fach a fcene of parental fondnefs, deep diftrd&, 
pnd pious refignation ; let him revolve ii; his 
tnlnd what Itich a family muft fuffcr, and he 
icannot, fUrely, refufe {hewing comp^flion to 
them. I will pply obfervc that the pooreft, 
the meaneft, the moft contemptible arc among 1 
thofe, for whom the Redeemer of the world is 
making interceffions to their Father who is in 
JSeaven. And he does not, we know, intercede 
in vain, Relemble then the Father of the 
pniyerfe. Attend to the fupplicating voice of 
fliftrefs, ^' Have pity upon me, have pity upon 
f^ men, O, ye my friendS| for the h^nd of Go4 
f^ hath touched me/' 
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SERMON XXII. 



* P6ALM XC. 12. 

So teach ui to number our days that we mcy^ 
apply our hearts unto wlfdom^ 

AS wc have now almofl: arrived at the end 
of a»othcr year, I cannot addrefs yo^ 
more properly qu any fubjed, than on the imr 
certainty of human life; imploring you to bcr 
fecch the Almighty to give us grace " to num<- 
** ber our dayjs" — ^not to reveal to us the de- 
terminate time of our life-r— but that we may^ 
make a right, and true, ufe, of the certainty we 
all of us have, of oijr approaching diffolution. 

The Pfelm, from which the te:5t is takea, 
was written by Mofes, when the children of 
Ifrael had . provoked the Lord in the wilder-r 
n^fe ; /in confequence of 'which the Almighty 

 Preached the laft Sunday in the year. 

threatened 
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threatened tliat they fliould all perHHi aij^ 
that none Ihould reach the promifed llindl, 
Caleb and Joftiua excepted> but Ihotild ail dlfc 
in the fpacc df forty years. When' the Ldrd 
had •* brought his people out of Egypt with b 
" mighty hand, and a ftretched-out arm'*«^— 
vhen, during tfeeir journey, '• he rained dbWn 
'' Manna from heaven, and ftruck the hard 
•^ rock that the waters guihed out/' inofder 
to " preferve them alive by a great; dcliver- 
«' ance— when he had brought tbem to the 
♦* borders of the promifed land," and^ there 
commanded Mofes to fend a ruler wit of every 
tribe, that they might rejtort " whether the in- 
^* hiabitants were ftrong or Wfeak, few or many^ 
** and the laiid they dwelt itt, whether it wad 
good or bad^-^What cities they dwelt trt, 
whether in tents, o* ftrong hold^**--^that is, 
whether in open villages, or walled dtles— 
" and commanded them ^Ifo to bring of the 
^^ fruit of the land, for it was alftioft the time 
f'df vintage— -and, during their journey, to be 
^' of good <ioliragc;^'-^after an abferice'of fortjr 
)days, they returned, and ^^ reported of the land 
** that it was very good,'* aini produced a elttf- 
tcr of grapes of prodigious fize, ^d j^amt^ 

' granates^ 
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j^ftnattei 'find figs^ in t:on6rmation o£ thisiirY tt 
l^ort; butaddcd witbal^thatthey deipaLredof^v^ 
getting poi£b{&on of it, becaufe the inhabitaitQs 
!^^re of. that warlike complexion as to bid de^ 
jrfiancoj and threaten death, to fuch a deiposat^ 
at;tempt. This concluiion of their account fil- 
led the whole people with indignation againft 
iMoKeSi and againil the Lord; and, with impiety 
in their mouths, and rebellion in their heaxts, 
tiicy cried "would God wchaddiedin the 
'^ land of JSgjrpt, or would God we had died 
*' in this wildernefi ! But Jo£hua and Caleb, 
.^ whQ were of them that feUrched the land,** 
remembering the mercies which God had 
ihewn them: fince their departure from Egypt, 
rwotdd- have difpelled their fear* aninaating 
them to' take courage, ^' for th&t the land, they 
" had paffed. tfitougb tQ fewfch it> was an ex^ 
>-^.cecding good land; arid that, if they would 
//. licQt . rebel ag^iiift the Lord, but put their 
:i":.truft inrhim* he. wovddt brii^ them into this 
;«< landf and.give it^ thcf©/' it being the very 
xountryj tee; had pr^mifed to their father^Sv ''a 
^'^l&nd fipwing with jmilkaod honey," Thp 
-pcc^l^ h$rwev^, i(> far from h^ajkening to their 
-Ycnce^ ^.ibftdc:.tbe spngccgaktipn tO: iltpnp. the^i 
^/j:u:iz.-k *• with 
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^' witih ilones.'* To dilrett Atm, prorafced 1A 
-Acj woe widi wraths and etcs^pented with de^ 
^Mnr^ f»Miapulpo£b whicbprQcblmed defiance 
totlie Almigiityhimfelf, « the ghwryrf^ 
^* i^peavod in the tabernacle of the cdngrega- 
^^ don, and ihewed hot dilpleafure amongft 
^' them t he fwate b}r himfeif, &yingi that idl 
'^ of them, astfaey hadde£ftd, &yc Caleb and 
<^ Jofliua^ Ihottld die in the wUderneis, ia iefs 
** than forty yeais," You will read the enter- 
Ifcaining relation , in the thirteenth tad fcMir- 
teoith chapters of Numbers. The lives of the 
liraelttes being, by this erent, fo much ihort« 
jened, Mofes oompoied the Pialm of which my 
«e;ct is a patt, befeeching the Almighty, that, 
as forty years were to be the extreme of dieir 
life, and many might be called hence mudi 
^boner> he would be gracioufly pleaied to pre« 
pare them againfl: the awful day of his vifitation* 
*^ So te^h us to number our days, thM we 
<^^ may apply our hearts unto wifdoni/* 

The firft argument I Ihall urge to prerafl 
with you to make the ikme fupplication, is the 
uncertainty <rf human life. 

So (lender is the thread fay which the ptttii- 
ciple of life- is fu(l^ined> that it is ofteft cut 
by the moft trifling accident. How many, 

bleffed 



Om the Umxrt^Mty t/Lifo, %^ 

t^dffiiid Vi^Uh the ixk^ robuil conilittttidns^r 
g«$phr 4ifoi:ders> which,, thougb impttaep^ 
ttblc joi thejf <srigtii|> add difregaxided iir their 
I^QlgrdSy ar^ ikfelil la their tei^min&ticm^ lloW 
many com^ into tbetwodd, with ,the< feeds 
^f. ^ife^fe io9$)Janted in the hahit, Which 
wither aqd .GOQfuinip.i^e body that contains 
them?. .HQWfVidany faU a jfacrificc t^ their. 
OTvcn ^afhn9f$»> itir^^he.obftinac^t' amy fometinks 
to the indifcreitioa^ and levityiof^thm?-How 
Ep^y, ^l^iploy^d in hufincft, or -axnufcci with^ 
iniKKencey from y^hich» as danger h ttot jper*^ 
cc^vcd,, ;(p it-is iipt?apprehcn(ded,^^e cut t>fFby 
the vifi t^tion of . God. ! la a < w4r d ,^ the ibod 
ly^/.c^t, ^he air wc breathe^ tiie raipjent we 
Wwqar> the ground we tread oipon,' all afe in- 
ijjpj^fpents in the haads of Praiid|3nce> to exe^- 
ci^hiswiU, ^d haften ouridiiTolutioii. 

l^ow, if we ar^e always^^ encosnpaiFed w4th 
'^ fp ^^n^y, and great dangers;'' if wc arc, 
every moment, liable to ikch inevitable, and 
fat^l , a|ttacks, rwill not pf udence didate, and 
wi(dom recqaim^nd the method, adopted -by 
** the meekeft of the ibn»of men," to beicech 
hi^ V ia whof^ hi^n^mre the iffues of life and 
*i^a^, fq to te^ch us to. number our day $,'^ 
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that, whether \ft arc arreftcd by " the pefti* 
^ lencdhat 1/valketh in darknefs," or wounded 

« 

by ** the arrow that flieth in the noon day," 
we may fall like men not ignorant of the dan« 
gcr, and not unprepared for the event ? 

But to the uncertainty of huniari life, let us 
add, fecondly, the certainty of death. 

That we fhall all die, our.conftltutions afford 
us, from their weaknefs and debility, the moft 
decifive evidence. Nor can our lives be pro- 
longed to fuch a period, as to juftify us in the 
negleft of preparing for death. Though wc 
(hould live to " the age .of three-^fdore years 
^^ and ten> or four-fcore years, they will be 
'* days in which we have no pleafure in thcm/^ 
And is that ftatc to be envied, in which. wc 
(hall live without fatisfaAion, and die without 
hope ? Could an exemption from, death be 
pleaded by, any mortal, fonie might catch at 
the Ihadow of hope, that the fame favor would 
be extended to them. ** But it is appointed 
'^unto all men oiice to die.'* And as death is 
the prelude to an unchangeable ilate of Jiap- 
pineis or mifery — may the Almighty " fo 
*' teach us to number our days, that wc may 
^'^ apply our hearts unto wifdoml" By.rc- 

fleding 
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flefting on the octtainty 6f death--^by anticJ- 
 pitting the fimc, when the union between the 
body and the foulihall be diifolted— wheri this 
Bbdy fliall fee turned to duft, and the fcrnl, its 
inhabitant, (hall wing its flight '* t6 'dr'dd ihst, 
^* gaye it,"' — by anticipating that awftrl mo- 
TOftnt, Ood grant us to live prepared agaihft 
it9 appro«ach ! 

A thi^d argument I fliaHtirge to prevail 
with us, to befeech the Almighty to give Us 
gl'ace that " we may apply our hearts unto 
** wifdofti," is the great importance bf thp 
ftatc in which we die. 

If we die in a ilate of utireperited fiiii "a 
*• certain fearful looking for of jiidgrtient, and 
"^^ fiery indignatiori" inevitably avVaits us. For 
to no purpofe is the Gofpcl rcX'ealed> to tio 
purpofe did our Saviour, Jefus Chrift, come 
into the world, to redeem us, and '* ptfrify us 
*^ urito good works," if we are at liberty to live 
- ift the Utter negle£t, in the abfolute Gdii tempt, 
*of thofe irules, he has prefcribed, for the go- 
vernment of our lives. Is it fitting that our 
'lledcemet fhould take upon him our nature, 
lite crtjcified, ai\d flain for our fakes, and we rc- 
fttfe to dd what he enjoins r Can we perfuadc 

Y 2 ourfclves. 
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©urfclves, that, if we live i» the wilful tnnC 
greffion of the commandment«> dfid are to be 

Judged at. the laft day by the Gofpel,:we fliall, 
notwithftanding, be preferved from wr|ith,and 
entitled to mercy ? Impoffible! Nq man^ who 
ever reads or hears the word of God; ca» amufe 

: himfclf with an expeftation fo egregioufly 
<JeceitfuL ** Be not deceived^ God is not 

, *' mocked ; for whatfocvcr a vmn ibweth, 
" that/' and that only, " (hall he reap/' If thjcn, 
according to our works> we are to be puniihed, 

,or rewarded ; and if, when we lie on the bed 
of death, our comfort is to be derived from 

." our being made like untq Jefiis Gkrift ;** if 
we defire to be poffelTed of the aninHLting 
aflurance, that, nvhen we wall^ through the 
** valley of the fhadow of death, the rod and 
«' the ftafF of God" will fupport and Comfort 
^ lis ; can we be fo infatuated as not to implore 
by prayer, and obtain by piety, this hcftvenly 

..affiftance ? By bringing frequently to oUr re- 
flexion the concluding fcene of dUf lives, we 
Ihallbe induced, and, by the fupport o£ God's 

, grace, Ihall be enabled, t6 ltv«' in fudv o^jfnan- 
ner, that we may anticipate it, writheut cxmAetr^ 
nation, for ias it is a leaibn thatmuft arrii^, 

a trial 
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atmlwemuil: undergo^ not to be prepared 
aigainft/its approach^ is to a£l in oppofition to 
every principle of rcafon, to every fuggeftion 
of wiiAotn. To etjpply our hearts unto wifdom, 
by rightly numbering our days, or by making 
a truQ eitinmte of life, is to look forward to the 
time, when life ihall ceafe, and eternity com** 
mence, and to be able to review our condud, 
ifnot with cordial approbation at leaft, with- 
out ifiyere reproach. : * ^ 
/I will trefpaft a little longer on your pa^- 
tience, whilil I make an application that may, 
perhaps, be thought not unfuitable, to the 
prefent ieafbn* 

As we have almoft completed another an- 
nual revolution of time, 'kt us be prevailed 
with to examine ierioufly our paft condu(^. 
Since, the commencement of the period which 
is now expiring, fbme of our friends, our re- 
Iation3> and acquaintances have been carried 
to their graves. Mortality hath made a rapid 
advance,*and hath ipared neither fex, nor age, 
but with unrelenting violence, has deftroyed 
helplefs innocence, and decrepid infirmity, the 
bloom of beauty, and the vigor of health.- To 
the Providence of the Almighty it is owing, 

Y 3 that 
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thtt w^ bay6 been fpared. Had we been p£ 

.thd minsbd: of thofc who are now in the ic* 

gions of death, could we have appeafed> in the 

prefence of our Maker, as rational creatures^ 

who had been blefled with a revelation from 

heaven, to enlighten our minds» and regulate 

our lives ? Or would the violatibii of its law^ 

and the tranfgreiliou of its comroandxx^nts 

<* have riien up ag^inft us, and condemned 

*' us? Let us confidcr what it is to die with 

any one fm, on otxr head« It is to appear be-^ 

fore Almighty God, and toake ati open ac- 

knowlegement, that: we have lircd in rebellion 

agaihft him, that we have difreg^rdod hi^laws, 

and renounced his prote&ion« God of his 

mercy grant, that no <me here, may die, in iiich 

a iituation ! Our lives, we know, are uncer- 

taiil — this is the laft tin^e, it may be, fomeof 

us (hall be permitted to worfhip God, in diis 

congregation — let us, therefore^ from thb da^, 

begin to reform our condti<^, to '* rcpcJnt and 

\^ tprn to God.*' Let us not enter on another 

year, without the ftrongeft refolutions, without 

the moft fervent prayers to thtAlnsighty/^to 

enable us, by his grace, to live well. - Left^tos, 

from this day, expel every piflfion that alienates 

, • "^ ' ^ our 
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^ our heart * from God, Let us become his fer- 
V9nt$, and demonftrate our fidelity, by tbfit tcft^ 

' which can alone be acceptable to him, and ia« 
tisfadory to ourfelves, obedience, Inftead of 
putting off the thoughts of death, Jet us Hvct 

^ from this day, to learn to die. Let us often 
contemplate the time " when, this mcwrtal fhall 
*' put on immortality" — ^when the Judge of the 
world will fend us the fupxmons, to appear in 
Jbis more immediate .prefence. Whether wc 
may lii^c to enter upon another year, we know 
not; but in all human probability, before the 
dQ& of it, ibme of us, who are now here, ihall 
he reduced to duft ; ihall becopie as though 
vre had never been. The brigheft ^cyes in 
tbisaiTembly may, before that. period, have 
wajsed dim— before that period, the pleafing 
pro^.d of comfort and happincfs, which m^ny 
children now behold, may^ by the lois of their 
ssSk&MXkBJtc parents, have vaniihed — ^before 
that pcf iod, many tender wives, ftricken with 
grief, niay lament the lofs of their indulgent 
huibands — many diiconfolate hufband3> over- 
whelnaed with cares, may be deprived of the 
dcareft oh)e£l:9 of their ^o^lions! 
-^vich being the uncertainty of human life, 

Y4 let 
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\et us not continue under fuch infatuation, a§ 
to defer any longer being reconciled to Gpod^ 
that if it i^all pleafe' him to prdoog our lives 
to the revolution of another year, wc may, 
from this day, date our entrance upon a ne^ 
eziftence ; we may, from this day^ '* have 
*' ceafed to do evil, and have learned to do 
** well." It will be a day we Ihall then review, 
not with guilty deipondence, but with reli- 
gious cheerfulnefs : inflead of living under the 
djfplcafure of God; inftead of being fubjcd to 
the deprcffions of melancholy^' and the dif- 
quietudes of grief, when wc arc vifited with 
iicknefe, or overwhelmed with afflictions, even 
then ** we (hall fear no evil ; for God will be 
** our God for ever, and ever. He will be our 
>' guide unto death/' 

^ Grant, w6 befcech Thee, gracioui God ! 

* when thou art pleafed to call us to thyielf; 

* when that awful moment approaches^ that 

* the delights of riches, and the hardUiips of 

* poverty fliall ceafc from before our eyes ; 
^ when we are bidding a long adieu to our 

iriends, relations, and every thing in this life; 
f when we arc encompaffcd with the horrors 

^df death, and arc about to be launched into 

«•■'.■.. . '  

* eternity; 
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* etcrhity ; Oh ! grant, that our ipirits may be 

* fuflained by a lively faith in thy Son Je&s 

* Chrift — that the vifage of death may be dif- 

• armed of its terrors — and tliat we may tri'- 

• umphantly enter ** into that reft which rc^ 
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SERMON XXIII. 

" 1 

DEUT. XXV. 14, 15, lO, 

Thoujhqlt not have in thy hotife divirs meafures, 

a great and afmalh 
£ut thoujhalt have a perfeSi andjvft weighty a 

perftSi midjiifimeafurejhalt thou have ; that 

thy days may he lengthened in the land which 

the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
Far all that dofuch things^ and all that do un^ 

righteoujly^ are an abomination unto the Lord 

thy God. 



WERE the holy Scriptures pcrufed with 
. moce frequency, and greater attention* 
the welfare of fociety would be prefcrved by 
the uniform obfervance of juftice, and the per- 
vading prevalence of integrity. For could any 
fnahij who had conftantly before his eyes God's 
awf^l denunciations againft fraud, dare, deli- 
berately, to commit it ? Would any ii^an^— for 

v^batever 
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i\hatever conilderation, who meditates 6n the 
Icriptures which tcftify of God, which •* ihcw 
" us wji^t is good, and what the Lord our God 
•' rcquircjs of -us*' — openly- violate thofe laws 
, which bring dishonor on God, and deftruftion 
on himfclf ? No, he w ould be able to rctUm a 
right anfwcr to the awful queflion propofed 
by our blefled Savipur, " Wh^t fliall it profit 
^^ a man, if he gain the whole world, ind lofc 
/' his own foul ? or, what Ihall a man give in 
** exchange for his foul ?'* 
• The defign of this difcourfe is to (hew, that 
every man, by dealing fairly and juftly, 510ft 
cfFec^lually promotes his own intereft, and fc- 
cures the blefling of God on his end^vors — 
and to exhort you, in the iaft place, as you 
hope to meet the Saviour of the worI4 iti 
peace, to ^* wafli your hands in innocency, and 
*' take heed unto the thing that is right/* 

Now, in the language of the tcxt^ ^* not to 
*' have divers meafures, a great and s'fmall, 
^' but to have perfect and juft weights,' aaid 
^' perfedl and juft meafures,*' is, not to wrong 
any one, though, in all human projbability, we 
could do it without danger of difeoveryj and 
dread of difgrace : not to have the villany to 

encroach^ 
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Cncroaeh) or the mcannels.to impofe on the 
fimplicity, or ignorance of others, howjevcr 
conducive to our own intereft :-^— not to de- 
•tain from any one^ what we know in pur coa- 
. fcience, belongs to him, though he ipay not 
know it himfelf :- — not to deceive by fpeaking 
ptherwife than we think — but to perform 
what we profefs, and fulfil what we promifc : 
and to be in reality, what we arc in appearance: 
it is to obfcrve literally, the rule propounded 
by our Saviour — ^* whatfoever ye would that 

." roea flxould do to you, do ye even fo to 

■' ' . ^ . • . 

:'' t\icta :" — it i§ to profecutc all our deiigns 
by fair, and honeft means, and to challenge the 
infpe^iou, and judgment of God, upon our 
every adlion. 

. The. ad vantages of afting fairly, and honeftly, 
are many in number, and great in; v^lu<t. For 
•what fo effedually pK)m9^tcsL c^^raifter, a^vd 
.c,ftpbli(hes reputation? An boijeft man ,wc 
tr^^ with, confidence, anc^ . ,eii;gpm Ji is promife 
equal fqcurity with the ftrqugcft engagements. 
\ , l*Jot fatisfied with employing an honeft m^ 

QWrfelvcs, we feel it iqcunjbent 6njus,.for both 

^ *• •-J.I. '• 

X\k^ gpftd.of our friends, and 33 .fh.e rew.ard of 
Ajpr^ghtnefs, to p;roclaira his. integrity.^ ^' Who 
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" n^t few t!ie righteous foriaken?" His lib- 
neny entitles him to our notice, ahd recom- 
' mends him to our regard, and we afe happy 
to bcftow oh him every mark of kindiiefs^ and 
cvfcry teftimony of efteem.* Towhat Iricon- 
Teniences do men readily put themfelves, to 
befriend an honeft man? They cheerfutly- 
poftpone a favorite defign, or a riecclTary 
work, as well to accommodate : hirh, as to 
avoid the eipployirig a man of an infamous, 
or eVen of a fufpicious, charafter. Let the 
poor man compare this luftre of reputation, 
this heart-felt fatisfadlion' pf integrity, with 
the advantage of a lie, and the gain of deceit 
—-arid ^what was faid 6f the character of the 
unrighteous, he will find to be applicable to 
the work of Unrighteouftiefs. — ** I Went by 
'^iattdlot it was gone; I fought it^-but the 
** benefit of it could, no where, be aftually 
*^ found." Let him Confider- further, that 
when ia man has once defervedly obtained the 
charaAer of unjuft and unrighteous, " no ere- 
'* dence is given to his words;'* when he 
^eaks truth, he is not believed ; when he 
means hohettly, he is not trufted. Let the ho- 
neft mati refleft upon this, an€ he will then fee 

how 
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bow ittiich better is a little, a(:<Jtiited by jtrf^ 
ticfc, and improved by integrity, thart ^ gitat' ' 
** rcvchtrcs without right." 

Would toeti, whoFe objeft it Is to be rich^ 
duly weigh the prodigious advantages refuitmg 
from the reputation of fair^-dcaliug and ho- 
hefty — whatever might be their principles--^ 
they would aft fairly, in order to promote Adr 
own intcreft. But to petfbnate a charaOt* 
which has not a real exiftence — to pretend iO> 
be honeft, when there is no principle of ho- 
Adftv-^wfaat is it but to live in perpetual kp- 
prehenfion, left fome unMcky accident ikould" 
betray the hypocrify, or fome unforeieett dr-, 
cumftance difcover the guilt, of our conduft i 
If, therefore, a man think it his inte^ett te be 
efteemed an honeft man, let him be fb indeed . 
-^and his conduA, the rtiore it is examined, 
the more amiable it will appear : for though 
the fruit of his reputation hangs expofed to 
the caprice of wantonnefs, and the- violence 
of outrage, he will, notwithftandlng, enjoy 
it, in fecurity, '^ under his own vine, and 
^' under his own fig-tree/ Fraud, deceit, 
extortion, point out indeed — but the. direflfcion 
is deceitful — ^the rcadieft way to wealth ; they 

lead 
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lead to ^^ the high moutitgUi^ itoxxx which are 
^f feen all the glories of the worlds and the fe- 
^^ licity thereof;'* bat riches, obtained in thi». 
manner— by the lacrifice of our innocence^ 
and the proftitutioa of our integrity— are pur* 
qhai^d at infinitely too great an expence. . To 
what inconvOiiences^ troubles and mortifica- 
tions^ Has the man expofed bimfelf in the ac** 
^ifition — ^to what laflies of cenfurc, and keen- 
^cft of : afperity i^ he perpetually fubjcd^ 
thrpx^h the brutality, of ignorance, and the 
malevolenee .of envy — -in the enjoyment of 
tills ill-gotten wealth ? And, " after walking 
**Jn a vain flhadow,** as the Pfalmift exprcflfes 
if,** and difquieting himfelf in vain, to heap 
** up riches without knowing who fliall gither 
V them — whether a wife man or a fool — he 
" leaves them often in the midft of bis days** 
--7-the very time he has fet apart in his 6wn 
mind to enjoy them— and the profufion and 
prodigality with which they are fquanderpd, 
are, often, proportionate tp the avarice and 
rapacity with which they were acquired. Have 
not, therefore, ** in thy houfe divers meafurcs, a 
** great and a fmalL But thou fhalt have a per« 
*• feil and juft weight, a perfedt and juft mea- 

" fvirc 
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fure ibalt thou have ; that thy days may be 
lengthened in the laiad which the Lord thy 
** Godgivcth thee. For all that do fuch things, 
" and all that do unrighteoufly, are an abomi? 
^^ nation qnto the Lord thy God/* 
. Let us now^ fee how the^bleffing of God 
may be obtained on honeft, and fair, dealing — 
and this will appear from the confideration of 
God's regard to juftice, as wdl as from the 
teftimony of Holy Writ. The man who tref- 
paffes on his neighbor, by breaking down the 
fenc^ of jiiftice aaid honefty, fets ' hiniifelf to 
countera<5l the defigns of Providence. For it 
is the- will of heaven that all men ftiould ad: 
with- fairnefs towards each other, becaufe the 
violation of right introduces into fociety no- 
thing but diftruft, diforder, and confufion. 
Bat thj5 teftimony God bears to uprightneft 
is found in, almoft, every page of Scripture. 
^« The Lord loveth die thing that is right. 
^/ Such as are blcffed of God fhall poffes the 
f^ land, and they that are curfed of Himfhall 
*^ be rooted out." Let me not be.undcrftood 
to mean, that every honeft man profpers in 
life more than the unjuft — this is by no means 
the cafe. An honeft man, having uo indixed: 

Z vievys, 
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views, no fraudulent meafures to accompliiht 
behaves with openneis and candor; and, mean- 
ing no ill himfelf, he does not fufpcft others 
of it, fo that an advantage is frequently taken 
of his ingenuous, and amiable iimplicity. Be-. 
fides, his conduit is a continual reproof to the 
unjuft, and unrighteous ; it is no w^onder, 
therefore, that *' they bend the bow privily 
•* to (hoot at him that is true of heart'* — as 
it is written, *' the ungodly feeth the rightc- 
" ous, and feekcth occafion to flay , bina.*' 
But if, by prosperity, you mean the Bleffing 
of God^ the upright man alone can be laid 
to profper; " for God has made an hedge 
'^ about him, and about his houfq, and about 
^^ all that he hath on every iide.'* 

If it be urged in favor of injuftice, that 
men, notorious for oppreffion, deceit, diiho- 
nefty, and every vice which defiles the human 
heart, are carefled by the Great, and patro- 
nized by the Wealthy — let not this .ftagger 
thy virtue, nor provoke thy indignation. " This 
** is an evil under the fun, and it is common 
** among men/* But, as in the days of the 
Pfalmift, fo like wife, in our own — ^** often 
" has the ungodly been fcen in gre^it power, 

•' and 
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^ and i!ouri(hing like a gfeen bay^tree-^but 
" when you went by^ has he not been gone?' 
Such men are guilty of an egregious miftak^ 
in their firil fetting out-^ they choefe a wrohg 
foundation — ^th^y ovetlook the rock> and build 
Upon the fand — and, '* when the rain de^ 
'^ fcends, and the floods come, and the windi 
*^ blow> and beat upon the houfe^ it falls ; and 
*' often great is the fall of it/' Whcft thej 
have pra^ifed iniquity ib long, they get be<^ 
"wildered in its mazes ; and, having be^i ac-^ 
<^iflQmed to toil in the artifices of deceits and 
the ilratagems of di(hone{l:y> *' the pit they 
^^^ dig for others, they fall into^ in the end^ 
^* themfelves.'* 

I will prefume a little longet On yoiir pa*^ 
tience, whilfl I earneftly exhort you to the 
uniform pra£bice of honefly^ and upr^htnefs 
in all your deaiingfi^ 

And let mib, firft, ehtreat ybu, ais you regard 
your own peace of mind, and^he good opinion 
of the worldw— *^If you deal unjuflly— ^whether 
you be rich or poor-^you deprive yourfdyea 
t)f the greatefl: of earthly bleffings^ inward 
fatis&Aion. Many thete aire, who have been 
fuccelsful in their calliiigs, who have labored 

Zi with 
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with patient perfevcrancd-'-^rtiffiny lieno hst'fi 
accumulated with aftonifhihg tapidity, tod 
When you expefted, that they wc>iild t*^^ *he 
fruits of their induftry, the potve¥ his lieitl 
^ithfceld from them.' No fooner is the flirty 
of bufincfs over — no fooher does tfee tu¥ib^It 

* Urn 

©f employ • fubfide — than the mind, Uniting 
tin ot^eft on wliich tb engage 4i^r thoughts, 
turns-, naturally, to the hoarded ffeaffuite. The 
rhan reflet how it lias been obtained : Ifie 
yeiy a6l: of bequeathing his goods is a fad 
teicmento hotv uhjuftly be has acquired them. 
His ahiinal fpirits droop-^the ftmftiotis of tlit 
4cml -are almoft fufpended— ■" featfulnefi and 
•* trembling come upon him, and an horn* 
^« ble dread overwhelms him." Or, to dirown 
Teflectiori, he enters into various engagements 
•*^his uneafy thoughts are diifpelled ty ¥hc in- 
cenfe of adulation, the mirth of coiripany, 
^nd the fevtlHng.tif wine. And, if* fic can 
%tit keep reflexion at a diftance, he t^ears a 
look of complacency, and affumes aTmife'df 
'theerfiilnefs. Miferable is the fete^o(£¥hat 
tean, who is at variance With himfelf-=-Wliofe 
¥eproof and torment are in his own bo/fom ! 
-^ould you not prefer la littfe^^WouM you tiot 
* prefer 
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prefer a ftate which will barely fuppjy foo4 
and clothing fqr the body, to the. envied 
ftate of being poflp.flcd of *^ riches kept foj 
'* the owners thereof tq their hurt?" Would 
ypu not prefer a ftate, in which ypu c^ij 
phaller^ge all the world, and triumphantly fay, 
^* I have injured no .man, I have oppreflcd no 
*^ man; I have defrauded no man?" — in which 
you can appeal to God for the innocency of 
your hands* and the integrity of your heart? 

To e}|;hort thofe in a lower ftalion of life— r 
^' not to have in their houfes divers m^afures, 
*^ a great and a fmall-r-but, on the contrary, 
^* a perfeft and juft weight, and a perfed: and 
^^juft me^fpxe"— in other words, whatever 
piay be your calling — to adl hopeftly an4 
fairly, without fraud arid ' without deceit-^ 
^ would God fugh exhortation were unneceflary ! 
Would ^pod you would confider, that an un- 
bleniiftxed chara<9ter is your chief dependence ! . 
And if you (lain it by open fraud, or fecret 
in^pofitipn, you rob yourfelves, and bcQonqc 
poor indeed-^^^you are bereft of the fupport of 
your bepcfac^ors, and the confolations of yoyr 
confcience.— As it hath feemed good to the 
Almighty to place you in aij b^inble ;(phere of 
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life, be not impatient of poyertjr, *^ but trufi 
'' in the Lord and be doin^ good/^ difchargc 
the duties of ydvir ftlation, *^ and yttWy yon 
^' fliall be fed.*' By holding faft your inte-s 
grity, and being content, by patient labor, to 
fupport youffelves, yqu engage all mankin4 
^o become your friends ; and continued kind- 
nefles will do you mpre good, than what you 
jcan make, by chance, through fraud or overr 
teaching. — -When you arc confined to a bed 
pf iicknefs, and ftand in need of the affiilr 
ance of your neighbors, your pain will be 
affwaged, and your bed rnadc ealy, by the 
attentions of the humane, and the relief of 
the wealthy. And above all, you yvill make 
God your friend-Tr-When He calls you out of 
this lyprld to give an apcount pf your con- 
duit, yoiir integrity '^ will cover ^ fnultitudc 
f* of *fins--— it will plead for you with irric- 
iiftible efficacy^ and, having gained the approt 
f>ation of men on earth, will ftpure the favor 
pf God in heaven. When, therefore, you 
arc difpofed to aft difhoneftly and deceitfully^ 
call to mind that *f all that do fuch things^ 
V and ajl that do pnrightppufly, arc an abo? 
ff minadon unto the Lord,^- 
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As to thofe who have rifen to fuperior fta-- 
lions, let me requeft you to remember, that, 
however independent you may be on men, 
you are fubjecS: ftill to the will of Providence; 
" He is about your path, and about your bed, 
'* antl ipieth out all your ways.'* At his dread 
tribunal you arc to meet, face to face, ^' the 
*' poor, the needy,' the fatherlefs, and him 
*• that had none to help him/* Can diiirefs 
challenge you^ as its author ; can poverty fix 
on you, as its caufe? You will not then be 
prote&ed by the power of gold, nor the fu- 
periority of ftation. As the righteous, and 
the juft, will obtain the approbation of their 
•Judge — fo will He render unto the unrighte^ 
ous, and the unjuft, " feven-fold into their bo- 
*' fom. For all that do unjuftly, and unrighte** 
<' oufly, are an abomination unto the Lord.'* 

ReAeft, my brethren, all of you, on what 
has been faid ; and when you return to your 
feveral occupations, let it be evident that this 
difcourfe has not been addrefled to you in 
vain. Whatever you may have been in your 
paft life ;' in every future period of it be.ftriift- 
ly honeft, and uniformly juft. * Neither prac- 
itife yourfelves, nqr encourage in others, arti* 
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ficc, or diflionefty. Fortify your fouls in the 
ways of uprightnefs, by the frequent refledioa 
that you are to appear before the Judg^ of the 
world ; and that, what you are now fo anxious 
to conccalj will then be. openly cxpofedr — 
think how you fhall be overwhelmed with 
ihame, with remorfe, and with apprehenfxon, 
and think, how every one you may have 
wronged, by the ufc of ** a fmall meafure, or 
<^ a fal/e balan<?e/* will deliver in his evidence 
againft you* 
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Js anyjick among you f let him call for the eldert 
of the church, and let them pray QV&r htna 



I 



\ 



Nthe affairs of this life, whatever is of mo* 
ment is performed by wife, and prudent 
men, without delay: in the affairs of eternity, 
indifference, thoughtlefTnefs, negledt, defiance, 
are {o confpicuoufly vifible, as to ftrike the 
mofl inobfcrvant. I would lead your atten*- 
tion to a circumflance of infinite moment : I 
mean, the extreme abfurdity, the unaccount*- 
* fible folly, the imminent- danger, of fuffering 
ficknefs and decay, to make flow, yet fenfible, 
attacks upon the human frame, before the 
ordinances of the Gofpel are embraced, , and 
before any preparation is niade for eternity. 
An abfurd notion prevails amongft the igno- 
rant, that the fick, who are fo ill as to ^need 
the vifits of the clergy, rarely recover, Ridi- 
p^lous ! |t is likewife fuppoled, that, if a man 
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make his Mrill, he Ihall not long furvivc« 
What! Do you imagine Providence is direft- 
cd in the adminiftration of the universe by cir* 
cumflances like thefe ? ** God doeth whatfb- 
^' ever pleafeth Him in heaven above, in the 
** earth beneath, in the lea, and in all deep 
** places, and none can ftay his hand, or fay 
** unto him, what docft tbpu?" In confequence 
of fuch dangerous prcpoffeffion, the minifter 
is often fcnt for, i/vhen the pqor v^rretch is 
in the agonies of death, or fo diilr^£led with 
pain, or overwhelmed with fickncfs, as to be 
inieniible pf his fituation. What is to be 
done ? He is reqiieftcd to adminifter the BlejF 
fqd 3acrament, and the friends of the fick 
per fon charitably hope, that, if it ihould plea/p 
God to take him, all will then be well. 
Sometimes ipdeed he \s induftrioufly kep^ from 
a fenfe of his fituation, left a concern for his 
falvation Ihould co-opcr^te vvith his ficknefs, 
to bring him to tthe gr^ve. 

If there be ?ny condition, which, morp than 
another, excites our cpmmiferation andpity, it 
is that of a wicked man with fmall hopes of 
life, awakened to a fenfe of his danger. Stung 
with remorfc, his whole conduit arifcs beforp 
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hiS view — ^the extortion and injuftlcc he has 
committed; the oaths and curfes he hath utter- 
jcd; the fabbaths he has profaned — he fees every 
fin unite to condemn him in the fight of God: 
he looks forward to the iffue of his conduft, 
^d his confcienee prefents the Redeemer of 
mankind, no longer merciful and forbearing, 
i^ut ready to take vengeance for his iniquities — 
♦' a fire devours before him, and behind him a 
'*' flame burneth.'^ Had the man, before hi$ 
fickn^fs had made fb dreadful a progrefs, fent, 
as the text direds, *^ for the elders of the 
^^ church, the minlfl:ers of reconciliation'*—^ 
had he made the beft reparation to thofc he 
had injured — had he, as his ficknels increafed, 
made a proportionate progrefs in the work of 
repentance, and made his peace with God — he 
might, iQftead of being diftraftcd with remorfe, 
and agonized with defpair, have entertained 
humble hopes of being admitted, through the 
^l-fiifficient merits of Jefus Chrift, into the 
manfions of eyerlafting peace. Can there be a 
: ftronger argument to prevail with you, on the 
firft intimation of ficknefs, to enter upon the 
work of repentance? that, if it (hall plcafe 
God to reftore you to health, fbrrow for fin 

may 
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may produce reformation of life : or^ if thf 
Almighty, in his all- wife counfels, ihox^4 
othcrwifc. determine, |hat yqu may have 4 
more comfortable profpeft of eternity. 

By a tiinely exhortation to repentance and 
amendmcnf, the ficjc may be enabled, if fick- 
ncfs continue long upon them, to corrcdl^ by 
the affiftance of Divine Grace, the depravities 
of their nature. Many men may have beharved 
fo brutifhly to their families, that they would 
wifli to make fome reparation, aQcqrdii^g as 
their circumftances and fituation may allow : 
at leaft, they woiald wifh to acknowlege, how 
fenfible they felt themfelves of the iroprppricty 
%i their conduct ; and to alk, and to receive, 
forgivenefs of thofc, whpm they had teized hy 
their caprice, provoked by their fnfpicion^^ ot 
opprefled by their power. Jt might occur 
Ukewife, *' through the miniftry of the word/* 
that fuch a dilpofition could be no rccomi^n* 
dation to the favor of the Almighty; Fqr oo^e 
of the chief ends of Chriftianity is, to pro-? 
mote peace, and good- will, and bappioeis, on^ 
amongil another. A man who had been al- 
ways influenced by caprice, or ep^^med by ' 

violence, might be induced %q eofpparie his 

• * * 
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amhxSt xyltli the example Jefus Chrift had 
left for hiis imitation ; whofe whole life was 
cortipofed of mceknefs, patience, and humility. 
Aaad if it pleafed God tbiaife him up from his 
bed of frckneis, inftead of continuing a rc-^ 
prbach^ he might become anornamcht, of hu- 
man nature,*— diftinguiibed in the whole tehor 
^his c?GnduQ:, not, as heretofore, by levity, by 
afrogante, by oppreflSon— but by prudence^ by 
tottdefcenfion, by forbearance. 

Has tfee fick perfon been notorious for injuf* 
tifce, aJnd unfair dealing? It is the duty of his 
toinifter, to repreicnt tohim, the eternal hazard 
to \Hiiek fuch condud expofes him— ^o ihew 
Miti, frbm the Scriptures, how Almighty God, 
has expreffed His abhorrence of it, and how 
lid his *fe't his ffece againft all who deal unrighr 
teoufly. Should the man recover, and return 
to ^ tctttV mind, his future ^arprightnefs will be 
^Doniidei-ed, in fome meafure, an atonement fa;: 
ti'i^ foraicr iniquity. And thus will foctety^ 
^l^m4i't^ortdile6, <>btain a valuable, member. 

Bm it n^ay be, that the fick perfon, not by 
4iis general condOift, but by fome particular 
Tift, has ek^r enriched himfelf, or oppreifed 
^aiioCfaer. The mtfMdtt of Chrift is «o fhew 

fuch 
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fiich an one that '^ it is eafier for ti.dimel 
" go through a needless eye, than forNfeim to 
*' .enter into the kingdom of heaven/' ihould 
be die with that fin on his head; and that «|p* 
leis he make rellitution> and fatisfa^i<m> to the 
pauty he has injured — ^unlefs he docs, as he 
would wilh to be done by — not all his prayers^ 
and iighs, and lamentations will, m the leaft^ 
prbpitiate the favour of God. That very aft 
** will witnefs agalnft him to damnation.*^ Whett 
his fears are excited, and his apprefienfions 
alarmed, with the view of eternity, then is the 
minifter to urge, to entreat, to befeech him 
not to delay the making his peace with an of^ 
iended God, by making reftitutbn, and iatis^ 
£idion to injured men ; which, if he. acpom-> 
pli(hes, that foul is faved from eternal perdt^ 
tjion. 

The fick peribn may have acquired/ or be 
poflefled of, much wealth, and his whdle life 
may, perhaps, have pafled, without evtt being 
decorated with any ads of charity; but,.o|i^ the 
contrary, chequered by thofe of meanike]&, {md 
deceit. He is to be tol4 tbat^ to be eadtled 
tp the mercy of God, he is tp be mktf eifuP him- 
itlf ; that he is to feed the hungiy, clotbe ^ 
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iiaTced, and inftrud the ignorant, which is the 
fureft way of " laying up trcafiircs where nei- 
ther moth nor ruft doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor ileal.'* 
Thus if he recover, he becomes •' a fether to 
the poor," and inftead of being a " ibng and 
a by. word, when the ear hears him then it 
lliall blefs him, and when the eye fees him 
it fhall give witnefs to hinv, becaufe he de- 
livers the poor that cry, the fatherlels, and 
** hini that hath none to help him." 

There is an advantage in preparing for a fu- 
ture life, in the beginning of iicknels, which is 
produdlivc often of infinite good : people are 
Ibmctinies prevailed with, w,ho have deferred 
that ne Jeffary work, to make their Wills ; by 
which means, many law-fuits are avoided, and 
the lick perfon difpofes of his property in fuch 
a manner^ as, when he is to give account to 
God, he ihall not be afhamed. But if he live 
in the hope of loon recovering, and fufier his 
dilbrder violently to attack him, before he 
confidcrs ferioufly that he is on the brink of 
the grave ; when the neceffity of making a 
Will is fuggefted to him, the want of recoUecr 
tion, or the feverity of pain, may prevent his 

making 
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making itich a difirlbution as . is dilated Ijf 
equity, and -will be fan^oned by Religion. 

What has been iaid will, I am atvare, be 
cenfuredand ridiculed, although it is on fo fe- 
rioiis a fulgeft, by one delbription of men^ who 
will be ready . to fay, in the language of the 
Prophet, that ** it is healing the wound of 
^ Grod's people falfely." Bythe wife and the 
goocj, the dbdlrine will be xinderftood, and ap- 
proved : aitd, far from fearing the cenfure, or 
the ridicule, I fliouid reproach myfelf with 
the applaufe, of men, who meafure Chriftianity 
by their preconceived opinions of it. Aik 
yourfelres, whether, when a tmn is on the 
l)rink of the grave, it does not feem die rftoCt 
likely thing* he can do to reconcile hfci&lf to 
the Almighty, U> fend for thofe he has injured; 
begging their forgivenefs, and making the befl 
reftitution in his power~to reconcile thofe 
whofe , afTe^ftions he n^iay have alienated £rom 
others to their manifeft injury ; and to befcccfa 

. all, who accompanied him in his inad career^ 
to take warning by his melarjcholy example ? 
' When the fick perfen has compofed his 
n^ind, by doing all in his power to rexdMier thoft 

. he leaves behind him, more fatisfied,' and const- 

fortable. 
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fortablt and hapfpy-^hus eipiattlilg his of- 
feftces againft fociiety-^he h to be ttchbrtid td 
turn his thoughts itioft ferioufly towards G6d-^ 
to bewail his ftianifold violatiohs of God'S. I^Tws 
—and to befecch Him, thfdiigh thc5 rtifedia- 
tion of Jefud Chrift, that He would graciottfly 
accept hri <::oritrition, attid n6t cOfiflgn hitt, 

actordins; fo his demerits^, to etidlel^ tofffieiits. 

 - . .' 

Thus being truly pefaitent, he is to be affllted 
ift preparing bis heart to cortirtieftioratA the 
death of JefUs Chrrft, in the holy Sstcranie'nt. 
He IS then to have the gracious pfbiiiifes of 
God, the complete Atonement of the Re- 
deemer, and the whole neW CoVenaAt^ opened 
fully to his view. And if hi^ fcpentarncc be 
fuch as, upon his recovery, \tould have pro* 
duced amendment, we iriay charitably hope, 
that the cafe of the fick perfbn is not quite 
defperate. Such are the ovefflowings of the 
Divine Mercy, that \*^e rtiay pfefume the Al- 
rhighty will not difown hifti at the day of 
Judgnrient. 

I now proceed to Ihew the propriety of re- 
quefting the prayers of the Church. 

Theunited prayers of otheYs may IbmetimeS 
obtain that for Us of God, which wt cannot 

A a obtain 
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obtain by our own - private prayers ajlone ; as 
^eems tp be intimated in the verie followiog 
the text — ** the prayer of faifehr (hall fave the 
** iick^ and the Lord fhall raifc him up : and 
** if he hath committed fins they ihallbe for- 
f ^ven him. If two of yoy/* (ays our Sa- 
viour, " Ihall agree on earth^-aa touching any 
^V thing they fliall aik, it fhall bo done for 
" them of my Father which is in heaven. Fbr 

where two or three are gathered together ia. 

my name, there am I in the midft i^f theftiV* 
Surely our BlefTed Saviour afgribes fbmcfthing 
more to thbfe united pray ers, • than to our bwn 
fingle, and private, prayers alone. And it 
teaches us befidcs a nioft ufeful leflbn — the de- 
pendence we may have upon, and the help we 
may receive from, ope another. For whilil 
one companionate chriflian affifts his neighbor 
in his ficknels today, tomorrow he may fland 
in need of the like afljftance himfelf; 

And all, who hear that fuch 3 fick pierfbn 
deiires to be recommended ' in their prayers, 
fhoul^ remember him out of a feeling ftrife^ of ^ 
his mifery. They ihould refleift, that the fick 
perlbn cannot coine to God's houfe to pray, for 
himfelf; hut can only tecommendhis cafe 

and 
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rfnd condition to us, for otir Chriftbn cbgiritj^ 
towards him, and oiir prayers for him. Afitd 
let every perfon, in the congregation; c^nitd$r 
that the fame may one day lie ii^.owJi.cafo ; 
that he (hall as efamcftly defirc the prayers of 
his neighbors, as he is now deiired to pray for 
him thati&fici* 

When j therefore, the prayers of the oongta<<* 
gation ar« defired for any lick perfons, let u$ 
<:onfider their condition, and think ^pon the 
pain they endure^ and the^ mifery they feel, 
their reftlefs nights, and weary days; how, *^ in 
^* the nxorning, they fay, would God it were 
*' ev^n, and at even, would God it weremorti'»» 
^* ii^ ;'\and Ictus make their cafe our own, 
9r think how fliortly it may be fo* And lure- 
\y» we fhall then recommend them to GkxJ 
heartily, and fervently, hoping that {vch pray- 
ers will be efficacious, either towards the reco- 
very of the fick, or their happy change; which 
*ia the end of all our addrefles to the throne of 
grace, that God would be pleafed to prefer ve, 
them awhile from a temporal, or for e^r from 
eternal, death. 

: /Nothing now remains, but that I tnake i 
iolcmn appeal to your confciences. 

Aa2 Tbcro 
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. There are two dates which divide the J^ 

of man, health and ficknefs. Now as fickne& 

« 

is often the foreranner of deaths ^^ and after 
*• death the Judgment/* I am to exhort jou 
to prepare, whilft you are in health, against 
the day of ficknefs, which, unlefs we are in- 
ftantly cut off by the vifitation of God, wil/ 
one day overtake us. And if we live regnrd- 
lefs of it, if it fhould fuddenly arreft us, in 
what way fliall we be enabled Xo djftharge the 
duties of a ftate with which we are entirely 
unacquainted ? Languor of body, depreflion 
of fpirits, confcioufnefs of guilt, apprehenfion 
of punifliment, may fo diftraft our mind, that 
weitiay have no refolution to make our peace 
with either God, or man. Let us,- ,who are 
how in health, enquire of our hearts what 
would be our profpeft of eternity ? Could we 
look around uposi all our neighbors, upon 
every one with whom we have had any inteY- 
. courfe, and challenge them to iay any evil Qf 
us ? Have we defrauded no man ? Have we 
injured no man ? Could we, on our return 
from this holy place^ lie down on a bed of 
(icknefe, with clean hands, and pure hearts ? 
Could we look forward- to the Judgment-feat 

of 
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of Chrlft, without fearing to meet the unpro- 
te6led, the innocent, and unfufpefting ? For 
we cannot paf» out of this world with rational, 
with well-grounded hopes of being laved, un- 
, lefs, if we have committed injuftice, if we have 
done to others' as we would not, be done unto 
ourlclves, unlcfs, I lay, ^' we make reftitution 
*^ and fatisfadlion." And, as Chriftians, could- 
we review our lives with complacency, and ap- 
probation ? Or, have we ofFended Gpd by per 
petual drunkcnnefs ? By frequent curling and 
fwearing ? By devoting the Lord's Day to the 
purpolcs of idlencls, buiinels, or diffipatioQ ? 
By negle<fling to participate that moft Iblemn 
ordinance, the Sacrament of the Lrord's Sup- 
per ? How niany of you, my brethren, are at 
this moment fmitten by your confcienccs? 
How many of you are under the fevercft re- 
proof for your Ihameful, and fcandalous con- 
tempt of the laft command of your gracious 
Heedemer ? How many of you have always 
flattered yourfelves that you will communicate 
before you die ? I appeal to your hearts — ^re 
you guilty of deceit, of injuftice, of drinking^ 
fwearing, profaning the fabbath,of dilregard- 
ing the Holy Sacrament ? Do you live in the 

. A a 3 open 
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open commiffion rif a vice the Scripture fof> 
bids ? Do you live in the wilful heglecflof a 
duty it enjoins ? If you do — impofe not on 
yourfelvcs, by hoping that you \^tc in a ftate of 
ialvation. Place no dependence* on the merits 
of Chrift, whilft you live in any known fm. 
For be afTured, if you die as you live. He will 
iayunto you — '* depart from me, 1 know not 
** whence ye arc." Let me, therefore, befeech 
you to repent, whilft you are in health, and 
turn to God. Acquaint yourfelvcs with Him 
by breaking ofF your fins, and by afting up- 
-fightly. Every day of your lives offer up your 
prayers to him, and do not have this duty to 
learn, when you lie on a fick bed. Every day 
of your lives confider, how you (hall be pre* 
pared, when ficknefs arrcfts you, for eternity* 
If you knew the agony of mind, the miigiv- 
ings of heart, the flings of confcience, thofc 
men feci, whom iicknels overtakes, whilft they 
live in the commiflion of fin, I (hould not, this 
day, exhort you in vain.— Could I defcribe to 
you the fituation of that man whofe life has 
been profiigatte and wicked, whom a fever, a 
confumption, or any other diforder is precipi- 
tating to hi$ grave ; how vtry awkwardly he 
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fcts about the work of repentance; how yexy 
unholily he prays for the forgivencfi of his. 
(ins, and how very weary he appears of that 
Divine employment ; how half unwilling, and 
cjtceedingly afraid he is, to receive the BleiTed 
Sacrament \ how, when he is tortured with 
pain, or difappointed of reft ; from his habit of 
curiin^, he vents his imprecations againfl his 
diforder, although he is (landing on the pre- 
cipice of eternity-— there is not a iingle peribn 
that now hears me, who would not, from this 
moment, ceafe to live wickedly, wh6 wquld, 
not, from this moment, ftrive to die happy. 
But though language cannot dcicribe, imagi- 
nation cannot paint the horrors of fuch a Situ- 
ation, remember that, unleis you repent, filch 
fituation will one day be your oWn; and be 
aiTured, that the apprehenfion of death, that the 
dread of eternity is nothing, when compared 
with the a£tml puni/hmeiit which awaits you^ 
of '* dwelling for ever with the devil and his 
'* angels." — The denunciation is tremendous, 
but it is the denimciation of Him who is 
TRUTH itfelf. 
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* Unto you is horn this day, in the city of David ^ 
a Saviour^ which is 'Chrift the Lord* 

'\ '\ Tthe inftitutionofthePaffover, tx>com- 
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memoratc God's mercy, in /aving the 
Jives of the children of Ifrael, '/ by a great deli- 
^' vcrance/* Mofes inftrudls them to perpetuate 
the memory of that fignal event to future' *' ge- ' 
'* derations ; it ftiall come to pais/' fays he, 
*' when your children (hall fay unto you, what 
'* mean you by, this fervice ? that ye Ihall lay 
'' unto themi it is the iacrifice of the. Lord's 
*'. Paflbvcr, who paiTed over the houfes of the 
*' children of Ifrael in Egypt, when He fmotc 
^^ the Egyptians, and delivered ouf houfes." Is 
^c queftion propofed to us, why we celebrate 
this fcftival ? We anfwer, it was inftituted by 

^ Pictchfsd on Chriftaus dty. 

V ' \  S.' 

t See Jofeph Medc. 
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the Church of .God, as a religious, and^thank-* 
ful commemoration, of the great benefit of oiir 
Saviour's incarnation — ^his taking our nature' 
upon Him for our redemption. " It came 
•* into the heart of Mofes to tiiit his brethren^ 
" the children of Ifr^cl/' "Blefled be the God 
•' and father of Lord JcTus Chrift," that He 
came, as on this day, '* to vifit us in great bu^ 
*' mility,** in order to *^ redeem us from all im- 
•* quity, and purify us unto himfelf!'* " Ae 
" the king of Ifrael dcfctendcd frota his (chariot,? 
«' put off his royal apparel/* and in a.Iefc dif- 
tinguifhed habit, entered the battle; {o ^id the 
Redeemer of men diveft himfelf of his hear 

V 
t 

venly glory, come down from the throne of 
his majefty, clothe himfelf with the ftcftiof 
mortality, to Conquer our enemies, and to ref-; 
cue us from their power. This is the meaning 
of our *' keeping this feaft unto the Lord, and^ 
*' of our having an holy convocation, or aflem- 
"' bly," on this bright, aufpicious day. *' For 
" unto us was born thi-s day a Saviour, who is 
'^ Chrift the Lord." 

When God, in the beginning^ *' laid th^ 
'* /foundations of the earth, when he laid the 
** meafures thereof, and' ftrctchcd the lines 

^ " upon 
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*5 upon it, the morning ftars fang together, 
** and all the fons of God ihouted for joy;^* 
they admired, praifcd, and adored the power, 
wifdom, and goodnefs of God, which wcrdfo 
confpicuoufly difplayed in the works of the ' 
creation. And, if ever there was a day on 
which God*s Almighty power, his incompara- 
ble wifdom, and his infinite goodneis appeared 
again, as it did at the creation of the world, 
furely it was on ^this day, when ** the Soq of 
^'^ God took iipon Him our fleih," to repair the 
breach between God and man, and to *' make 
^' all things new." For, can we doubt that 
God, who contrived the fcheme of our re- 
demption, to give at once fatisfaftion to his 
juftice, and triumph to his mercy, was pleafcd 
with this day, on which our Saviour came 
into the world with that body which his Fa- 
ther had provided him ? ** Go, I pray thee/* 
faid Jacob to" Jofeph, " and fee, whether it be 
** well with thy brethren/' But God, know* 
ing the wretched condition mankind was in 
without a Saviour, fent his Son, not to enquire 
after our welfare, but to procure ♦* eternal rc- 
*' demption for us/' And, as at the creation 
of the world, *' the fons of God Ihouted for 

"JOV. 
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** joy," ib they again rejoiced at the birth of 
Him by whom the world was made. For no 
iboner had the angel of the' Lord delivered his 
roeflage^ ** thofc glad tidings of great joy** to 
the flicpherds, " but fuddenly th^re was with 
" him a multitude of the heavenly hoft praif* 
V' ing God, and faying — Glory be to God in 
** the higheft, and, on earth, peace, good- will 
*' towards men," And the ground of our joy, 
and the reafon of this anthem being lung by 
the choir of heaven, is exprcffed in the vvofds 
of my text, ", For unto us is born this day, \r\ 
'* the city of David, a Saviour, which is Chrift 
'• theJLord.*'' 

In difcourfing on thefe words, it will bene*, 
ceflary to enquire, who the Saviour is, declared 
by the heavenly herald, and what are the of- 
fices He fuftained to entitle Him to this high 
character — fecondly, who are the people He 
came to fave : — After which I Ihall conclude, 
with fome reflexions fuitable to this day's fo- 
lemnity. 

I. He, who came to feek and to fave that 
which was loft, was no other than both God 
and man: /' Go.d, of the fubftance of his Fa- 
" ther, begotteii before the world ; and man, 

" of 
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", of the fubftance of his mother, born in the 
*' world : perfeft God and perfed: man : and 
V *^ ?is the rcafonable ^ ibul and flefli is one marr, 
*^ ib God and man is one Chrift/* - 

It was expedient that our furety fliould be 
man, becauic He was to perform that perfed^^ 
and exa<ft, obedience, which God required ofus\ 
that, thereby having fan<3:ified our nature in 
himfelf, God might once more look upon, 
and be pleafed with, it; and He now, in hea- 
ven, intercedes with his Father, to accept us 
through his mediation. Now, had he been 
only God, he would have been free from 
all fubjeftion, and could have paid no obedi- 
ence— •^^ being equal to his Father, as touch- 
** ing his Godhead :" but then, He, afTum- 
ing our nature, was '^ inferior to his Father, as 
** touching his manhood :" and in this capa- 
city, " Chrift came into the world to do 
** the wiirof God, and yield obedience to 
'^Him/V 

Again, obedience being a debt we owe to 
God, and God having decreed that his jufticfe 
Ihpuld be fatisfied, *' it behoved Chrift to fuf- 
'* fcr, and then to enter into his glory." But the 
Godhead is of that infinite perfedion that it 

cannot 
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cannot ifiifFer ; {o that if he had had no other 
nature, he could not have paid that del>t • for 
us, the punilhment due to fin. It was alfo fit 
that God's ' juftice ihpuld be fatisfi?d in jjiat 
nature, which had tranigreffed ;^ and, that, the 
feme nature fhould fuffer the p\ini{hnjent, 
which had incurred the guilt. And, therefore, 
fo transcendent, was the love of the Son; of Qpd 
towards the fonsof men, th^t rather than thiJy 
fiipuld ftill lie under the power of deatb,^ J^ 
fefolved, at an appointed tin^ie^ by,bccoioi?)g 
incarnate, toaccomplifli our falyatipn, 
J But then, that our rederriptipn,llioi,^ld be 
complete, our Redeemer was to be (jrod,:as well 
l^s man. For had he been only ipan, why 
.would not the fentence have been pronpynced 
againft him, as well as againft the jfcft : of 
Adarn s pofterity \ '/ Thou (halt iui:ely .die ; 
" for duft thowart, and unto dufl thou il^ait 
^* return :" and if fo, *^' inftead pf favina; others, 
" he could not have faved himiclf." Bu^iiip* 
pole him to have been created in.npcen<;,^;^nd 
to have retained his innocency, be could p^t 

have made " fatisfaftion for. the fins of the 

••'■.■■-■• ?.«-•« 

** whole world:" it could be no fuffieienfc 
qRilifom fpr thofe innumerable multitude^ that 
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** wert to be redeemed to God, out oif every 
'* kindred^ and tongue, and people, and na* 
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Befidcs, could man, ot angel have wroughtour 
ialvation fot us, it vsras not fit that wc Ihould 
owe fuch an ineftimable bleffing to any other 
perfpd, than to him who created us; becaufe the 
value of our redemption, being more than that 
of our creation, it would engage us to love our 
Redeemer, more than bur Creator : and there- 
fore, in the work of our redemption, God 
would not give us occaiion to love an angel, or 
a' laint, better than himielf. The 5on of God, 
who **^ts at his right hand, by whom' he made 
*• the world, He muft reftore all things," that 
the bleffings of our creation, redemption, and 
all other good gifts might /meet in Him, and 
we be thereby obliged to '* love him with all 
*' our heart, with all our ibul, with all our 
'• mind, and with aU our ftrength." — ** The 
*• Church/' feys St. Paul, '* is purchafed with 
*• God's own'bloqd/* ^ Thus is our redemption 

wrought out by him who is ** the blefied and 

^* only potentate, the King of kings, and Lord 

'•of lords r 

By confidering the p0ces ou^ Saviour ftif' 
/ . taiirecj. 
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taincd, we fliall the better utideriflrand hdw^ 
and in what fenfe, be may be faid to fave u». 

He was a prophet : this word, in a ftri6V 
fcnic, fignifies one who is enabled, by the Holy 
Ghoft, to forctel things to come. Otir Saviour 
foretold the manner of St. Peter's death, and 
the long life of St. John. But, in a larger ac» 
ceptation, the word is put t6 denote a perfoii 
who is endowed with power, io interpret, 
and make known, the will of God. St. Johii 
acquaints us how well qualified he was for this 
office, " He was in the bofbm of the Father/* 
He made a full declaration of his Father's 
will, in thofe fermons, parables, and difcourfes, 
which we find recorded in the four Evangc- 
lifts. He taught upon what: terms, and condt- 
tions, bleffednefs was now to be had, under the 
drlpenfation of the Gofpel. He revealed, fbme 
commands of God, which were before, either 
not at all, or fo obfcurely, revealed,-in the Old 
Tcftament, that men thought themfelTes not 
obliged to obferve thcrti. He freed many paf- 
fagcs froiii ' the iM^ gloffes which the P^rl- 
fees had put Upon them';'and^ as the'Apbftfe 
Ipeaks, ** He brought life and immoi'faHty to 
•* IJght through the Gof^d."^ Hc'4nftitbted 

Sacraments 
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Sacraments, arid ordained a mimftry to conrey 
the blcffings of Rtligion to^ fucceedrng ageS. ' 
He was a prieft: man, having ihcenfed and 
provoked God's jufficc, by a continoied courfe 
offin, It was highly neccffary, thgkt, in official 
ing for us with God,, our Mediator fliould ren- 
der Hl;ti fo me great and honorable reparatidtt 
in our behalf; and the greateft reparation h^ 
could make, was to take our punifliment Upoft 
himfelf, and offer up his own life to CJod^ as a 
lacrifice, for our fins. Had God required the 
punifhmcnt of thofe that had finned, the 
wh6le race of mankind muft have been dc^ 
ftroyed : and he 'would not pardon us without 
fome commutation for the punilhmcnt thit 
was due to his juftice, that he might prefefrve,. 
and maintain, the authority due to his laws. 
Upon which account his infinite wifdom and 
goodnefs found out this expedient, that fomc. 
other perfon ihould fufFer in our ftcad ; and fp 
we might not be deftroyed, neither our fins 
go unpunilhed. JefusChrifl: gave ** hirnfelf 
'^ a ranfom for us, and, by that one oblati<^ 
*' of hirnfelf once offered, he made a ftiU, pcN 
*'feft, and fufficient facrififce, oblation, and 
" fatisfa(ftiori, for tbc.fina of the world.'* 

^b He 
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He was a king: he came into the world, in- 
deed, in a low condition, very different from 
that of a prince. . He not only humbled him- 
felfin taking our nature upon him, but was 
bom of hiean parents, who could not bring a 
lamb, and, therefore, they, at his preientation 
in the temple, offered for him ** a pair of tur- 
/' ties.*' And yet the Prophet Ifaiah truly ftilcs 
him, *' the Prince of peace/' The angel Ga- 
briel told his mother, that "He ftiould reign 
" over the houie of Jacob for ever." He ob- 
tained, in his human nature» an abfblute power 
and dominion^ whereby ^* he became Lord 
•' and Chrift ; the Prince and Saviour of his 
** people." And this was according to what he 
had told his Apoftles, before his afceniion, " all 
** power is given me in heaven and in earth ;" 
by virtue of which he eftabliflied a Church, in 
order to diiTeminate hb bleflings, and proclaim 
his falvation. 

. And he had a power to lend down the 
Holy Ghoft to fupport it with wifdoni, and 
direft it in truth, " When the Comforter is 
*^ come, whom I will fend from the Father, 
" He (hall teach you all things :" — by this Spi- 
rit, he cbndu^s his fubjeAs, if the^ will fub- 

mit 
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Init to his direAion, into the way that leadeth 
to eternal life, c ** The Son of man hath 
•* power to forgive fins," and he applies a par- 
don to every one who confcientioufly cmoraces 
his Gofpel : we are the purchafe of his blobd^^ 
and the trophies of his viftory ;^ and, *' if we 
" are faithful unto deaths he will give us a 
" crown of life/* 

11. Let us confider, niore particularly, the 
perfons for whom he was born. ** Urito you is 
" born this day a Saviour/* Thefe words were 
ipoken to a few, flicpherds, '^ who were keep- 
** ing watch over thdir flocks by night." Now 
thefe (hepherds were Jews ; which people ex- 
peded a Saviour to be borri of, and for, their 
©wn nation. But fo jealous were they of their 
privileges, and fo unwilling others fliould par- 
ticipate with tliem, that they denied him to 
the reft of the world; as if ** God was ftal t<;> 
** be known, and worfhipped, in Jewry pnly.*' 
And if " he had not been a light to lighten 
" tha Gentiles, as. well as the glory of his 
'' pei^plelfrael,. thefe glad tidings of great j by'* 
>^uld have been nothing to us> who w^re 
^' ftrangers to- the common wealth of Iffafl." 
But blefled, for ever bleffed, bfe the God of aU 

B b 2 copfol^tij^. 
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conibiatiaii, who ieht hit Son *^ to give light 

^* to ail who &t in darkncfs^ and ia the ihadow 

^^ of death ! W9 were all concluded under 

^ fin ;'* and finioe <* the wages of fin i* death," 

we were to fiil^ eternal puniihment^ from 

which human meanis. could fuggeft no deliver 

fance. We were ^ iii the faine condition, 

and no one could take upon him, to fatisfy for 

bthersj who ftopd in need of a Saviour him- 

felf ; and therefore, had not He, who was 

both God and man, undertaken, and paid our 

nyifem for us, we muft have been liable to the 

wrath of an incenied God. 

• Haying, confidejrcd by whom wc are rc^ 

deemed, and, that it was to deliver us from 

eternal punifhment, Jefus Chrifi:, as on this 

day, ^' left the glory which he had with the 

*< Father before the world vyas,^' may I not ad- 

drefs you in the words of our Saviour to his 

difciples ** Will ye ^Ifo go away?" and aniwcr 

for you all, "Lord! to whom fball wcgo.^ 

*' Thou haft the words, of etcrrial life.** 

III. I Ihall beg your attention,' whilft ^ 

make fome refleftions fuitahlc to this d^y5 i^ 

Icttinky 

That God fliould kavc the throne of hi* 

glory. 



OniJu Dhimtyy Qir0. 3«1 

gloiy^ dnd condc&cnd fp f^i as. t& t^ke i^cm 
Him our flefh^-^that He ihould piirahaft itt 
%x% {o gi^at an inhturitance-^wfaat tdhgue tif 
ment or of angels^ can fuffidently adiUtre it, 
and rUdke aiiy iuitable r'eturm of praifc? ^ He 
^^ took not on him the natUre of angels^ but 
'*^ he took on him the feed of Abraham/^ Yd: 
at '^ his birth, the angels called upon bhe ah- 
** other, to give glory to God.*^ Ahd ftialj We, 
for whoft) (kkc he caiiie doi/rn frtrni hcaveit, 
be inieniible of his lore ? Surely it ought tb 
£11 oUr hearts with a jiyely fenfe^ and our 
mouths with a due ackndwlegemeiit^ of his 
mercy ! ^^ A joyful and ple&faut thing it iBtb 
" be thankful,** to behold the goodnefi and 
favors of God, to recounri his merd]e$> and to 
hope for a continuance, and incteaie of themf. 
To 6btaih which, let us coniider, \' : ' ' \ ' 
(2dly) That we ard iequired tx> liVc, not 
only in the profeflion^ but utider the influence, 
v( Chriftlanity . We are t& rtgukte our a^onsy 
ow dcfires, our thoughts by the word of Qodi 
God id no more reconciled to fin now, than 
he Was before the comiiig of our Saviour, nei- 
ther is Chrift lefs a pfofeifed etifimy to Satan. 
♦* '^hfepd fe ho tnofe c6ncord Ijetwecn Hiin and 
>'^ Bb 3 ^* Belial, 
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'* Belial, than there is communion - between 
^' light and darkriefs;"' nay, the very end of his 
*^ manifeilation in the flefh; was to dcftroy the 
*/ works of the devil." In this new and blefled 
covtoant, he offers his purdhafed bleffings, 
upon condition of bur enteritig faithfully into 
bis fervice ; he expeds us to " die unto iin, 
*Sand live unto righteoufncfe/' 

(sdly) We' may learn how odious is fin in 
the fight of God, by the greatnefs of the per- 
ibn of our Mediator/ God, of hi^ mercy, did 
jiot banifh us his pifefence for ever, - but he 
* would admit no Icls perfbn, than his own be- 
loved Son, to mediate between him andus> and 
would accept no lefi rarifbm than thatrof his 
life. Corifidcring then, that " God lent his 
.^* only begotten Son into the world, that we 
^' might liVQ through him,'* we (hould eii- 
quir? ierioufly pf ourfelves, whether the end of 
his miffion be anfwered ? He has made otir 
pbedience to be oyxt intereft, as wejl as our 
duty. He forbids us nothipg but what is un* 
}Decon^ing our nature, ?nd deftruftiye qf our 
prefent, as vi^ell as future, happinefs* Let us; 
therefore, be perfuaded not to make • fiich «t 
^rial of his mercy, as to tranfgrefs hi$laws,?nd 
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'' caft his commandments behind us/* If a 
Saviour be bom to us^ let us^ from this day, 
labor to have an intereii: in his merits. Let 

r  * 

the day on which the Son of God took upon 
him pur flefh, be the day on which we be- 
come true and iincere Chriftians. And to 
ftrengthen ,our reibkitions, and encreafe our 
faith, let us all, *' with one confent/' comme- 
morate his nativity, by partaking in the Holy 
Sacrament of his body and blood : thus, by 
" going on from ftrength to ftrength, when 
'* he (hall appear the fecond time unto lalva- 
/• tion, we may alfo appear with him in glory/* 
Which God of his infinite mercy grant, for 
the fake of Jefus Chriil: our Bleifed Saviour 
and Redeemer! 
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SERMON XXVr. 



iOHN XVI. 7.; 

• . ••• •••'•. • , 

r I • - 

^eotrihelefs I tell you the trnth^ it is txpeSdd 

* fi^ you t fiat I'go away: for if I go not aruoay 

' the Comforter will not cqme jmti) *you ; but jf 

• / depart I 'voill fend him nnto you. 

THESE arc the words of bur Blcflfed JSa- 
... viour to hts diiconiblate'Diftiplies^. not 
kmg before jiii paiJion, whofe miiidd were dc^ 
prefled^ ankl whoie ^pprehcmiionKfrerealattSElsd, 
with the melanchuTYiOCWA !of:thcit Mafi»V 
fufisrliu<j;s/ the il 1. treat naieii^ He Tattetold they 
ihould' aliu n^r'-c^with in the worid^ and his 
leaving them in this comfortlefs cDnifitipn, to 
go to the Father who I^d fent him. Tl^cy 
muft be defpondiog with' grief, and over- 
wbiclrricd ^ith 'anxiety^ as often u if occurned 
tp thedi, that they w:ere '^ to be hated and per- 
'* fecuted; put out of the iynagogucs; yea^that 
'* the time iheuld come when he lyho killed 

^^thcm 
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" them fHould think that he did God fcrvicc." 
And as an aggravation of their forrow, he witU 
whom they had heen ib happy and iecurc; for 
whoie fake they had left all that they had ; he 
- -who, amidfl all their diflreiTes and fuficrings, 
■was to be the joy and rejoicing of their hearts; 
even he, from whom alone they expefted affift- 
ance, protcdion, comfort, and happinds, was 
ihortly to be taken from them. But to difpel 
that forrow, he promifed them-anothcr Com- 
forter, who, by being " preferit with them in 
" ipirit," fhould make amendsfor their mailer's 
" being abient in body.'* "Nevertheless I tell 
" you the truth, it is expedient for you that I 
" go away : for if I go not away the Comf<Mer 
** will not come unto you ; but if I depart \' 
" will fend him unto you.'* 
In difcourfmg on theic words, I ihall (hew, 
firft, why the Feaft of Pentecoft was ' 
infhtuted. . 
(2dly) How Chrift's going away was cxpcr 
, dient for his Difciplcs. 

~hc great blcffings the Apoilles re* 
by the coming of the Holy Gholt, 
>mired Comforter, 
eaft the church now celebrates, the 
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day of Pentecoft^ is ib called -from its being the 
fiftieth dayafter the re&rre6iion of our Lord. 
He died at the time when the pafchal lamb, 
which was the type 6f him, was offered ; and 
the Holy Ghoft defcended, as on this day, in 
order that the Gofpel might hold fbnjc corrc* 
ipondence with the Law. The feaft of weeks, 
or of Pentccoft, was inftituted t^Mofes, while 
the children of Ifrael were journeying in the 
wiMerriefe towards the land of Canaan^ and was 
obferved by them for two rcafons, to which 
our Wfeitfuntide bears a fttong reiemblancc. 

TThey bbftrycd it in remembrance of their 
berhg delivered fik>m' Egyptian llavery. *' And 
* * thou^ fh«lt keep the fcaft of weeks, or of Pen- 
" te<foil/' fay sMofesy^* unto the Lord thy God^ 
^' and thou (bait remember that thou,. waft a 
^^liondman in the land erf" Egypt/* A»d we 
kcefp dur Pentecoft, in memory of oiir being 
delivered from worfe than Egyptian bondage, 
th'K^bdndage'of ^fm and. Satan; For on this 
day, the Holy Ghoft endowed the Apoftles- 
with powe^ toriprcach the glad tidings of the 
Cfefpel t6 thfe whole woiid, that we all might 
become members of Cbnfl: the head* . - . 

^h6 • Jetvi'-likcYrifp kq>t this Feal^ in me-. 

piory 
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mbry of the. Law^s^biing delivered on Mount 
Sinai. And {o vft keep out f^pift in memory 
of ou^ Lawn's go^^g c>y t of Si6n> the promulga- 
tion of the GofpeK The old Law was given 
by Mofcs a fervant, thereby intimating bond* 
• agc^**-but grace and truth, the revelation of 
the Gofpel, by Jefus Chrift our King, and 
therefore makes us free, and entitles us to call 
God our Father. 

Having ihew A why the Feaft of Pcntecoft 
was inftituted^ I proceed to cpndder 

11. The ticceffity of the miffion of the 
Holy Spirit ; *' it is expedient for you that 
•' I go away: for if I go not away the 
** Comforter will not come unto you ; 
*> but if I depart I will fchd him unto 

^ you.. 

Now. this will the better appear, if we con- 
fider that the Trinity, or three perfons in the 
Godhead, was to be made known to the difci^\ 
pies of our Lord. All the three Perfons Were 
concerned in the creation 6f man ; '^ let u^ 
** make man/* faith G6d ; which is ipoken 
after the manner of men v^ho deliberate, and 
advife, when they arc about a «iatter of pfAt 
moment, to (hew Ac dignity of -man's nittrfe^; 

above 
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iibevc that of other creatures. All the three 
Pcrfons were to be concerned in the work of 
bur Redemption ; God the Futher^ by &nd^ 
ing his Son into the worlds and accepting that 
Sacrifice once offered on the crpfsas an Atone- 
ment for us ; God the Son^ by becoming man, 
and offering that facrifice ; God the Holy 
Ghoft, by a Vifible, andT^nfible, iefJufion 6f his 
gifts and graces. And, therefore, it was expe^ 
dient for them, by whom the do^firine of the 
Trinity \vas to be propagated in -the world, 
that the Comforter, who is the Holy Ghofl, 
Ihould thus come, and manifeft himfelf to 
them, '**in figns, and wonders, and mighty 
" deeds." So that it became expedient, that 
Chrifl ftiould go up in our flefh into heaven, 
ftnd lend down the Bleffed Spirit to be with 
them here upon earth. 

{2dly) The miffion of the HplyGhofl was 
neceffary,' ot, iii the words of the text, " it 
^' was expedient that Chrifl fhould go away/* 
becaufe He was to be an advocate with the 
Father, pleading the ilierit of hi3 fufferings, 
and urging his promife of acceptance of it,, as 
a full, and pcrfe<^ fatisfa6t:ion, for the fins, of 
the whok world. A blcffing ineflimablc in 

itfelf. 
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itielf, and w&i<:h. makes abundant recompence 
for his abfence ! But bcfidc^ this, it gave both 
them^ afad us, a comfortable affurance of our 
own afcenfion^ of 6ur mteting in heaven, 
thereto be happy A^h him> to all eternity. 
Wc could not have expe^ed tha't duft and 
aihes (hould have alcended the heavens ; but 
£hce our nature is gone bcfote in Him, wc 
may juftly hope to follow after him» Hq is 
our head, and where the head is, the members 
may expeft admiffion* "1 go to prepare a 
place for you : I will come again, and, re- 
ceive you utito myftlf,that where I am, there 
ye may be alfo. Whither our fore-runner 
-* isfbr us entered, even Jefus/' Thfe word 
foire-rahner impBis that ibme ajfe t6 fbllow 
after j' and if He is diir fore-runner, and bath 
entered for us, then we are they that arc to 
follow, as biting of the fame human nature, 
and member^ of the lame body. v^ 

" Ilf. ILet us now confider the great' b!ef- 
flttgs the Apoftles received by the* c'onling 
of the Holy Ghoft. ^ I wiU ftbt leave you 
** cOmfortlefs^'- -feith our Saviour to hrfe-'di^fedii- 
foiatc Difciples, ** but I will pray the F&iher, 
•^ and he will fend you another Conoiforter, 

"that 
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^' that He may abide with you for ever :'* 
which promife was punftually fulfilled, as on 
this day, by the Holy Ghoft's defcending on 
the Apoftles to authorize them with power, 
and enable them with fuccefs, to execute the 

s office to which they were appointed. ** The 
'* Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoft, whom 
'* the Father will fend in my name, He Ihall 

, ** teach you all things, and bring all things to 
*' your remembrance whatfbcver I have iaid 
" unto you." Chrift had revealed the whole 
will of his Father, concerning the falvation of 
mankind to his Difciples; <' all things that I 
'* have heard of my Father I have made known 
^* unto you.'* But then their underftandings 
were not illumined to comprehend the fenle, 
and receive the meaning, of the doftrincs. It 
was •* the Spirit of Truth, that was to guide 
" them into all truth." And no fooner had 
they received the Holy Ghoft, than they be. 
came learned in the myfteries of Religion : no 
fooncf^iiad the fiery tongue lighted on St. Pe- 
ter, than he undertakes to prove that Jefus 
was the Chrift, the true Meffiah, aiid Saviour 
p)f;^e wori4* -^^^ ^^ ^s furely no fmall argu- 
ment, of the .truth 9( the Chriftian Religign, 

> . that 
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that ib r^acottfiderable a number of poor, tllitc- 
talc men— -men without any temporal autho- 
iify to aflift them — men who ftruck at the 
nrcry root of the eftablilhed religions of the 
countaes in which they preached — Ihould con- 
tcrt. to Chriftianity fo- large a part of the then 
l^nown world. '* The Lord worked with 
^♦tbera/' in fuch a manner, that thofe who 
heard theiii, '* were not able to refift the wif- 
^ dom» and the Spirit, by which they fpakc.'^ 
Again, Bccaufe the Apoftles were the firft 
preachers of Chriftianity, and fo were to de- 
liver a true and exaft rule, according to whtch> 
fucceeding ages were to believe in their hearts, 
and obferve in their pratftice ; the Holy Spirit, 
therefore, was fo to teach them, as to keep them 
from falling into errors. Whatever then we 
find in their writings, we are to receive as true, 
and as a rule of both our faith, and condudli 
But this extraordinary way of teacTiing was 
Hot to continue ; the rule being given, we arc 
to apply ourfcfvcs diligently to read, and learn 
it ; and the blcffing of the Holy Sjiirit, on our 
meaiufe of application, and defire of improve- 
ment^ is now the ordinary way of his teach - 
ing. He hath put into our hands the means 

by 



Oh the Defcent of the Holy Gh$/i. Sg3 

of inftrudioh, it will be our own fault if wt 
do not make a rights and proper, ufe o^ 
them. 

But left the oppoiition the Go(pel (hould 
meet with, (hould affright the Apoftles, and 
deter tfa^m from preaching it, the Holy Ghoft, 
therefore, infpired them with zeal and courage 
to " fpeak the word of God with boldrtcfs/' 
and adminiftered comfort under all their af^ 
fii^lions. TheGofpel, indeed, could n,ot be ex**- 
peded to be received with ardor, and obferved 
with- fidelity ; the feverity of its precepts beuig 
diametrically c^pofite to the corrupt purfuits, 
and vicious inclinations, of men ; the purity of 
its worfliipdiredly contrary to the abfltrd rites, 
and indecent folemnities of the Heathen ; and 
the fublimity of its dodlrines abiblutely incon- 
^ftent with thofe religions which had obtained 
for fo many ages, and which were eftabliflied 
by the policy, and fupported by the powers, of 
the rcfpciSive governments. And fuch was 
the influence of .the Comforter upon them, 
that *' they fpoke the word of God with bold*- 
•^' nefs, and being perfecuted^ they rejoiced that 
^' they wefe counted worthy to fuffer ihame 
^' fox his name/'^ Wh<!n they were brought 

C c before 
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before rulers and kings, He diftatcd their dc* 
fcnce> and dcmonftrated their imiocencc. And, 
as they were to be fully fatisfied of the truth 
of the doftrine, which they delivered, fo their 
conftancy and courage in delivering it, arc ati 
inconteftible proof of their belief of i^. For 
iiad they not been convinced' of the truth of 
what they taught, their conftancy would have 
fidlcd, and their courage have drooped, when 
periecution arofe ; becaufe no man is wiiling 
to loie his life, lor maintaining what he doeik 
not firmly believe to be true. May th^ir zeal 
and courage be imitated by us, in our fevemi 
{ftations! May the. miniftcrs of the Golpel 
." preacii the vs^ord infimpliclty, and godly fin«» 
•* cerity !'* And may the Religion of Chrift be 
believed^ profcffed, and praftjfed by us all 1 
B«it> to the Apoftlcs preaching the Goipel, the 
{{oly Spirit added his efficacious Grace to rei> 
dcr their preaching, ** the power of Odd unto 
*• ialvation.'* However learned, or eloquent, 
may be the preacher, it is the Grace and Blef- 
fing of God that muft bring him a plentiful 
harveft. May the preachers then beg this 
bleffing at God's hand ! May the people bring 
along with them, a heart diipofed to receive 
: the 
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the do^kie of the Golpclv and a refoluticin to 
jput it ia practice ! ^ 

A3 a farther confirmation of the truth of di€ 
Gofpei» the Holy Gholi endowed the Apoflksb 
with the power of working miracles. 

This extraordinary gift fcrved as their ere* 
dcntials, to convince the wcfrld that thty were 
the ambaffadors of Heaven— thai, from the 
fame Iburce were derived both their dodlrine, 
and their power. Miracles were atteftations to 
the truth of what they delivered, fince they 
could riot be performed, without fpecial per- 
miffion; and would never be allowed, in the 
confirmation of fal,lehoods. Thus NicodemuSj 
having heard of our Saviour's miracles, con-^ 
fefifed, that ** He was a teacher come from 
y God, for no man," fays he, *' can do thofe 
-" miracles that Thou doeft, except God be 
** with him/* And when our Saviour had 
given fight to one *' that was born blind^^" wc 
find him concluding Chrift, to be,, at leaft, 
'* a worftiippcr of the true God. Wc know 
^ that God heareth not finners ; but if any 
** man be a worfhipper of God, him H^ 
** heareth/' . 

Gc2 But, 
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But» feeing the Apoftle^ were to preach the 
G^fpel^ to fe vera! parts of the worlds it was re* 
quiiite^ that they ^ould be enabled to ipeak 
the ieveral languages of the peoplej to whom 
they iliould preach, that theitdodrines might 
be underftood, the truth of them embraced* 
and the precepts oblerved. And therefore, 

The Holy Gbofl befftowed upon them the 
gift of tongues. 

When the H^i^ly Ghoil: descended, " there 
*^ were dweiiing at Jerufelero, Jews, devout 
" men of cvciy nation \iiidar Heaven." And 
thofc men, from every nation, heard theApoC 
ties fpeak, in their own tongues, or langiages, 
the wonderful works of God. What muA have 
been their ailoni/hment, whea they reflated 
on the meanneis, and obfcurity , of the Apoftles, 
r^ither ailifi^cd by genius, polifhed by educa? 
tion, nor improved by exerci/e ? Hitherto, the ' 
woribip of the. true God had been confined to 
Paleiiine. ** God was known only in Jewry:'* 
But now their commiffion being '' to teach 
'^ all nations," they were infpired to* fp»k a* 
diyerfity of languages, that, in whatever coun- 
try they might preach the Goipel, their heasiers 
might be enabled fully to con^rehend it. The 

confounding 
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confounding of languages became a puniih- 
ment to the old worlds by ieparating men from 
mutual offices of lundneis^ and facility of com- 
merce, rendering mankind barbarians to one 
another. But the gift of tongues was an 
tmfpeakablc bleiliiig to mankind^ as it was a^ 
mean of bringing men of all nations^, itito an 
unity of faith^ and of the knowlege of the 
Son of God ; into a fellowlhip of that Reli- 
gion, which was to baniih all difcords^ and 
unite men's hearts^ in the bonds of peace. And 
the gift of tongues was not beflowed in vain. 
For after the Apoftles departed to their feveral 
provinces, by giving thcmlclves diligently to 
the miniftry of the word, and; the Lord^s 
working with them, converts to Chriftianity 
were multiplied, in numbers paft recounting. 

Haying flicwh, as I propofed, why the Feaft 
of Pentecoft was inftituted — how Chrift's go- 
ing away was expedient for the Apoftles?— and 
the great bleffings they received by the coming 
of the Holy Ghoft, the Comforter ; it only re^ 
mains that I jimefly apply what has been &id. 

The dodrines of the Gofpel are confhmtly 
preached to us, and we have been educated in 
fhem from our infancy. They are delivered 

t9 
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to us, " in our own tongue wherein we weiip 
'^ bom^'! and are accompanied by the gracious 
influei^ccs of God's Holy Spirit. .Let us thea 
ferioufly demand of ourfelves^ whether we pro- 
fit by them, in the manner the Almighty ixx*- 
tends ? If we have hitherto lived under the 
diifpenfation of Chriftianity^ without being im- 
provedin righteoufnefs, and enriched by Grace, 
let us befeech the bleffed Sandlificr of our 
ibuls,'to *' create in \is a clean heart; and re- 
new a|right fpirit within us." If it be " a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God^*' let us think in time, what portion of 
wrath we are treafuring up for ourfelves, by 
" iiegleAing the word fpoken to us." The 
Chriilian Religion was promulgi^d, and, as at 
this feaibn, the Holy Ghoft bore witnefs to the 
truth of it, *' by many figns, and wonders, and 
" mighty deeds," to give comfort to us here, 
and happinefs hereafter. Let us not, for.God*s 
fake, let us ^ not, receive this gift of God in 
vain." If it? dodlrines were embraced, and its 
precepts praAifed, amidft the terrors of perle*- 
cution, and in the jaws of death; what excufc 
can we offer for not heartily^embraciijg it, when 
it has thq force of law, and the fupport of au- 
thority, 
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tfaority^ vrhen it is recommended by men, and 
commanded by God ? To receive, or to rcjcflt 
it, is left indeed to oar own choice ; but it i^ at 
the fame time accompanied with the moft aw- 
ful faniftions. It is a rule of condu^, and ac- 
cording to our tranigreffing> or obferving of it; 
we are to be puniflied^ or rewarded. ^' Th^ 
^* word that I have Ipoken," fays our Saviour, 
*^ the fame (hall judge them at the laft day." 
God Almighty grant us ** to read, mark, learn, 
^' and inwardly digcft it,'* that when the great- 
day of retribution comes, the negle<Sled word 
jijay not fit in judgment upon us. 

^ Heavenly Father ! who art more ready to 

* hear than we to pray, and to give more than 
^ we can aflc, or think, grant us, this day, thy 

* Holy Spirit. We prefume not to afk it in 
^ the meafure, in which it was formerly impart* 

* ed to the firft preachers of thy Gofpel ; but 
' we fupplicate thee to endow us continually 

* with its graces, that we may not receive the 

* revelation of thy word in vain. Thou gaveft 
' us thy heavenly covenant, to prepare us a 
< people acceptable in thy fight; we fupplicate, 
^ therefore, thy Holy Spirit, to iafpire us with 

- -V ^^ all 
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' all thofe virtues which Tvill make Cbriilianity 
' appear ib amiable in our obiervance of it^ that 
' every one may embnce thy Oofpel from 
' cotlvidion, ndiay believe its dodrines» aiid ful* 
' fil its precepts, by beholding in ns the beft 
' members of Society, the moil ufefol neigh^ 
' bors, tht itoofl (dutiful children, the mc^ af-^ 
' feAioiiate parents, the moft exeniplary Chrif- 
' tiahs. Grant, gracious God, that the Spi- 
' rit of tmth may, this day^ defcend into our 
^ hearts, and, after having eftabiiihed his dwel- 
' ling within us, grant us^ we implore thee, to 
^ become the eternal temples of thy glory, and 
* of thy trath !' Amen. Amen. 



tiists. 
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